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To  the  Right  Honpurable 

THE 

Earl  of  Halifax, 

Firft  Lord  Commiflioner 
For  T'rade  and  Plantations. 


My    lord, 

IE  R  M  I  T    me  once 
more  to  wait  upon 


Your  Lordfhip  with 
a  new  Edition  of  the 
enfuing  Treatife,   now  greatly 

enlarg- 
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DEDICATION. 


enlarged,  and,  I  hope,  in  fome 
Refpe^ls,  made  lefs  unworthy 
of  Your  Lordihip's  Protection. 
A  Treatife  relating^to  the  Inte- 
refts  and  Commerce  of  Great 
Br  Ham  ^  naturaliy  feeks\o  fliel- 
ter  itfelf  under  the  Pati;oaa2[e  of 
an  Earl  of  Halifax.  ^ 

But  there  is  ftill  a  more 
particular  Motive  for  this  Ad- 
drefs.  His  Majefty,  ever  ftu-. 
dious  of  the  Good  of  his  People,^ 
ia  reappointing  Your  Lordftiip 
FirftrCpmmillioner  of  Trade  and 
Plantations,  h^th  ihewn  the  moft 
vigilant  Regard  tl)  the  Welfare 
Qf ; -both,    by   committing   this 

importr 
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important  Superintendcncy  to 
Hands  univerlally  allowed  the 
mod  able,  and  the  mod  Inclined 
to  fexiSGute  fo  great  a  Truft  with 
increafing  Succefs.  Your  Lord- 
(hip,  in  a  very  (hort  Space  of 
Time,  has  confirmed  our  warm- 
eft  Hopes.  And  Great  BritaWj 
with  its  dependent  Colonies, 
form  to  themfelves  the  moft 
pieafmg  Pro(jpe£ts  on  this  Occa- 
fion. 

We  r  e  not  Your  Lordfhip's 
Candour  great  as  your  Abilities, 
this  inconfiderable  Performance 
would  never  have  appeared  be- 
fore fo  (kilful  a  Judge,  nor  the 

Author 
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Author  have  prefumed  to  pro-^ 
fefs  Himfelf  info  publick  a  man- 
ner, what  in  great  Truth  He  is, 
with  the  utmoft  Refpedl  and 
Efteem, 


My    lord. 

Your  Lordjhifs  mofi  Obedient ^^ 
And  moft  Demoted 
Humble  Servant. 

{>irjo 


THE 


I  NTRODU  CTION. 


L  L  Commerce  is  founded  upon 
the  Wants,  natural  or  artifi- 
cial ^  real  or  imaginary y  which 
the  People  of  different  Coun- 
tries, or  the  different  Clafles  of 
Inhabitants  of  the  fame  Coun- 
try, are  deflrous,  in  defedl  of  their  own  fingle 
Abilities,  to  fupply  by  mutual  Intercourfe.     If 
this  Commerce  be  carried  on  between  the  In- 
habitants of  the    fame  Country,    with    the 
Growth  or  Manuficfture  of  that  Country  on- 
ly, it  is  called  Home  Consumption  :  which 
is  fo  far  ferviceable,  as  it  preferves  the  feveral 
ProfefTions  and  Stations  of  Life  in  their  ^ue 
Order^  as  it  promotes  Arts  and  Sciences,  with 
a  Rotation  of  Induftry,  Wealth,  and  mutual 
Good  Offices  between  the  Members  of  any 
Community.      For  thcfc    Reafons,  Tiulr.ci^, 
merely  of  this  kind,  is  of  great  ImportuiKc, 
though  it   neither  increafes  nor  diminiOxs  the 
Publick  Stock  of  National  Treafurc. 

JB  Bur 
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But  Providence  having  intended  that  there 
{hould  be  a  mutual  Dependance  and  Connec- 
tion between  Mankind  in  general,  w^e  find  it 
almoft  impoffible  for  any  particular  People  to 
live,  with  tolerable  Comfort,  and  in  a  civilized 
State,  independent  of  all  their  Neighbours. 
Befides,  it  is  natural  for  Men  to  extend  their 
Views,  and  their  Wifhes,  beyond  the  Limits 
of  a  fingle  Community,  and  to  be  defirous  of 
enjoying  the  Produce  or  Manufactures  of  other 
Countries,  which  they  muft  purchafe  by  fome 
Exchange.  Now  this  Intercourfe  with  other 
Nations  is  called  Foreign  Trade.  And 
in  the  Exchange  of  Commodities,  if  one  Na- 
tion pays  the  other  a  Quantity  of  Gold  or  Sil- 
ver over  and  above  its  Property  of  other  Kinds, 
this  is  called  aBALANCE  againft  that  Nation 
in  favour  of  the  other.  And  the  whole  Sci- 
ence of  gainful  Commerce  con/i/ls  in  the  bring- 
ing this  fingle  Point  to  bear  *.  Now  there  can 
be  but  one  gc?teral  Method  for  putting  it  in 

Practice  j 

♦  This  is  fpoken  with  refpeft  to  the  ultimate  Balance 
of  Trade.  For  in  reference  to  the  intermediate  Balance,  it 
doth  not  always  hold  true.  A  Trade  may  be  beneficial 
to  the  Nation,  where  the  Imports  exceed  the  Export Sy 
and  confequently  the  Balance  paid  in  Specie,  if  that  Trade, 
directly  or  indire£lly,  is  nccejfary  for  the  carrying  on  of 
another  more  profitable  and  advantageous.  But  then  it  is 
to  be  obferved.  This  Trade  is  not  beneficial,  confidered 
in  itfelfy  but  only  as  it  is  relative  and  fubfervient  to  the 
carrying  on  of  another.  This  is  the  Cafe,  with  refpeft 
to  tlic  grcateft  Part  of  our  Trade  to  the  Baltic^,  and 

the 
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Pradice  ;  and  that  is,  fiiice  Gold  and  Silver  i$ 
the  unherfal  Standard  for  making  an  Eflimate 
of  the  Value^  and  regulating  tJic  Price  of  the 
Gjmmodities  or  Manufo(5hircs  of  both  Coun- 
tries, to  export  LARGER  Quantities  of  our  own, 
and  import  less    of  theirs ;    fo  that  what  is 
wanting  in  the  Fa/ue  of  their  Mcrchandife, 
compared  with  ours^  may  be  paid  in  Gold  and 
Silver.     The  Confequence  of  which  will  be. 
That  thefe  Metals  will  be  continually  increaf- 
ing  with  Us,  as  far  as  relates  to  that  particular 
Trade  and  Nation,  and  decreafmg  with  them. 
And  in  what  Proportion  foever  their  Money 
comes  into  our  Country,  in  that  Proportion  it 
may  truly  be    affirmed,    That  our   Sailors^ 
Freighters^   Merchants,  *Tradefmen^  Manu/ac 
turerSy   Tenants,    Landlords,    Duties,    Taxes, 
Exci/es,  &c.  &c.  are  paid  at  their  Expence, 

THEPRiNCiPLESof  Trade  therefore  be- 
ing fo  clear  and  certain  in  themlelves,  and  with- 
al fo  obvious  to  any  Man  of  common  Capacity 
and  Application,  it  is  a  very  furprizing  Matter 
how  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  both  Men  of  good 
Undcrftanding  are  many  times  totally  ignorant 
B  2  of 

the  Eaji-Indtes :  They  are  Inftrumcutal  in  procuring  a 
Balance  ilfewhere^  though,  properly  fpcaliine,  difadvan- 
tagtous  in  thtmfelvts.  Which  brings  the  Matter  to  the 
Point  from  whence  wc  fct  out ;  v/x.  **  That  the  whoie 
"  Science  of  g^nfui  Commerce  canfifts,  uUimatrly,  in 
♦*  procuring  a  Balance  of  GoUi  oc  SUvcr  IQ  Ourfclvcs 
**  f(om  other  Nalioas*" 
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of  them,  and  Merchants  themfelves  fo  divided 
in  their  Sentiments  about  them. 

As  to  the  firft  Cafe,  perhaps  it  may  be  ac- 
counted for,  if  we  confider  what  difadvanfa- 
geous  Notions  Men  of  a  liberal  and  learned 
Education  have  imbibed  of  this  noble  and  inte- 
refting  Science;  on  which  the  Riches,  the 
Strength,  the  Glory,  and  I  may  add,  the  very 
Freedom  of  our  Country,  fo  eflentially  depend. 
Yet  it  has  been  reprefented  as  a  dry  unenter- 
taining  Subjedt,  dark  and  crabbed,  perplexed 
with  endlefs  Difficulties,  not  reducible  to  any 
fixed  and  certain  Principles ;  and  therefore  fit 
for  none,  but  the  Mercantile  Part  of  the 
World,  whdfe  Subfiflence  depends  upon  it,  to 
give  themfelves  any  Trouble  concerning  it. 
But  upon  a  fair  Examination  it  will  perhaps 
appear,  that  this  Reprefentation  is  very  falfe 
and  i?tjuriotis  in  .every  particular. 

A  s  to  the  Second  it  muft  be  indeed  confeA 
fed.  That  Mercha7its  themfelves  are  very  often 
divided  in  their  Sentiments  concerning  Trade. 
Sir  *  Jofiah  Child,  Mr  Gee,  Mr  Gary  of  Brif 

tol, 

♦  The  Words  of  Sir  'Jofiah  Child  ilrongly  corroborate 
what  is  here  allcdged.  **  Merchants,  fays  he,  while 
**  they  are  in  the  bufy  and  eager  Profecution  of  their 
*•  particular  Trades,  although  they  be  very  wife  and 
•*  good  Men,  are  not  always  the  beft  Judges  of  Trade, 
**  ai  it  relates  to  the  Power  and  Profit  of  a  Kingdom, 
*<  The  Reafon  may  be,  bccaufe  their  Eyes  are  fo  con- 

"  tinuall/ 
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toly  and  almoft  all  Commercial  Writers,  have 
long  ago  taken  Notice  of  this  Difference  of 
Opinions.  But  however  Jl range  and  unaccoun- 
table it  may  appear  to  Perfons  not  converfant 
in  thefe  Matters,  there  is  a  very  ftrong  and 
convincing  Reafon,  when  the  Affair  is  fearch- 
cd  to  the  Bottom,  for  tlie  difagreeing  Opinions 
of  different  Merchants  purfuing  their  refpeSfive 
Interefts.  The  leading  Idea,  or  the  Point  aim- 
ed at  by  every  Merchant  muft  be,  in  the  Na- 
ture of  Things,  and  mevery  Country,  a  Balance 
in  fevour  of  himfelf.  But  it  doth  not  always 
follow.  That  this  Balance  is  likewife  in  favour 
of  the  Nation ;  much  lefs  of  other  Merchants, 
whole  Interefts  may  be  oppojite  to  his  own. 
While  therefore  each  Perfon  fees  in  a  favour- 
able Light  his  omm  Branch  of  Commerce,  and 
delires  to  procure  all  pojjible  Advantages  to  that 

Traffick, 

**  tinually  fixed  upon  what  makes  for  their  peculiar  Gain 
«*  or  Lofs,  that  they  have  no  Lcifure  to  expatiate  or 
«*  turn  their  Thoughts  to  what  is  moft  advantageous  to 
<*  the  Kingdom  in  general."  — 

"  The  like  may  be  faid  of  all  Shop-keepers^  Artificers^ 
'*  Clothiersy  and  other  ManufaSiuren^  until  they  have 
•*  left  ofF  their  Trades,  and  being  Rich,  become  by  the 
"  Purchafc  of  Lands,  of  the  fame  common  Jnterejl  with 
**  moft  of  their  Countrymen." 

This  juftly  celebrated  Writer  was  himfelf  an  Inftance 
of  the  Truth  of  this  Obfcrvation.  For,  if  I  am  not  greatly 
miftakcn,  he  did  not  write  this  very  Treaiifc,  77//  be 
bad  left  off  Trade,  and  being  Ricby  became  by  tbe  Pur- 
chafe  of  Lands,  of  tbffamt  common  Inlcreji  xvith  tbe  Rfjl 
of  his  Ccuntryncn, 
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Traffick,  oh  which  the  Frofperity  of  himfelf 
and  his  Family,  perhaps  totally^  depends^  it  is 
but  reafonable  to  exped:  their  Sentiments 
ihould  clajh. 

Hence  therefore  fome  have  thought.  That 
a  Perfon  of  a  liberal  and  learned  Education, 
not  concerned  in  Trade,  is  better  qualified  to 
engage  in  the  Study  of  it  as  a  Science,  than 
a  Merchant  himfelf:  becaufe,  iay  they,  his 
Mind  is  freer  from  the  Prejudice  of  Self 'In" 
tereft,  and  therefore  more  open  to  Convi^ion 
in  Things  relating  to  the  General  Good.  They 
add.  That  though  he  may  not  underftand  the 
Buying  and  Sellijig  of  particular  Commodities, 
or  the  fitteft  ^ime  to  bring  them  to  a  profit- 
able Market,  (which  is  the  proper  Province 
of  a  Merchant)  yet  he  may  underftand,  in 
what  RefpeBs  the  Nature  of  that  Trade  con- 
tributes to  the  Lofs  or  Gain  of  the  Publicky 
with  a  Degree  of  Evidence,  which  perhaps 
the  Merchant  never  thought  of :  as  being  in- 
deed not  concerned,  merely  as  a  Merchant^  in 
fucb  kinds  of  Difquifitions. 

But  without  pretending  to  determine  who 
are  the  beft  qualified  to  engage  in  the  Study 
of  this  moft  ufeful  and  extenfive  Science,  let 
Us  rather  humbly  recommend  it  to  the  Atten- 
tion of  them  both.  For  undoubtedly  both 
have  their  Advantages  ;  and  perhaps  the  Ap- 
plication of  both  together,  might  be  more  fuc- 

cefsful 
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cefsful  than  either  of  them  fcparately.  If  the 
One  fhould  happen  to  be  iejs  fclf-interefted, 
by  means  of  his  Situation  in  Life,  and  more 
open  to  Convidlion  in  Cafes  relating  to  the  ge^ 
rural  Good  j  the  Other,  for  the  very  fame 
Reafon,  is  more  Jkilful  in  the  Fradlice  of 
^rade,  and  a  better  Judge ^  whether  the  Pro- 
jedt,  perhaps  fo  fair  in  Theory ^  \s  feafibk  in 
'Faa, 

A  s  to  the  Private  Inter ejl  of  Merchants^ 
which  is  here  fuppofed  to  be  a  Biafs  upon  tlicir 
Minds,  this,  moft  certainly,  coincides,  for 
the  moji  Part,  with  the  General  Interell  of 
their  Country :  and  /o  far  it  can  he  no  Argu- 
ment in  their  Disfavour,  But  ncvcrthelcH^ 
Truth  obliges  Us  to  acknowledge.  That  in 
certain  Cafes,  *  "  A  Merchant  may  have  a 
**  di/linB  Interefl  from  that  of  his  Country. 
**  He  may  thrive  by  a  Trade  which  may  prove 
"  her  Ruin."  Nay  more.  He  may  be  impo- 
verified  by  a  Trade  that  is  beneficial  to  her. 
But  undoubtedly,  the  Moment  he  perceives  he 
is  carrying  on  a  loofmg  Trade,  he  will  quit  it, 
^nd  employ  his  Thoughts  and  his  Subftancc 
in  the  Profecution  of  fome  other.  Moreover, 
as  it  is  a  Balance  in  favour  o[  himfclf  which  is 
the  principal  Object  of  his  Aims  and  Endea- 
vours,   it  cannot  be  expedtcd,   but  of  two 

Trades, 

♦  Biitijh  Miidanty  Vol.  II.  pa{»c  141.  8i»  Edition, 
1721.  S^e  likcwifc  the  InlUncci  there  gl%'cn  to  confirm 
this  Obfcrvation. 
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Trades,  both  advantageous  to  the  Communi- 
ty, he  will  embrace  that  which  is  moft  pro- 
fitable to  himfelf,  though  it  fhould  happen 
to  be  lefs  gainful  to  the  Publick.  It  is  a  Max- 
im with  Traders,  and  a  juftifiable  one,  To  get 
all  that  can  be  got  in  a  legal  and  ho7tefi  Way, 
And  if  the  Laws  of  their  Country  do  give  them 
the  Permiffion  of  carrying  on  any  particular 
gainful  Trade,  it  is  their  Bufinefs,  sls  Merchants, 
to  engage  in  the  Profecution  of  it.  —  As  to  the 
great  Point  of  National  Advantage,  or  Difad- 
vantage,  this  is  properly  the  Concern  of  others, 
who  fit  at  the  Helm  of  Government,  and  con- 
fequently  whofe  Province  it  is,  To  frame  the 
Laws  and  Regulations  relatijig  to  Tirade  infuch 
a  Manner,  as  may  caufe  the  Private  Inter  eft  of 
the  Merchant  to  fall  in  with  the  General  Good 
of  his  Country, 

For  thefe  Reafons  therefore  the  Appoint- 
ment  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  mufl  cer- 
tainly appear  a  very  wife  and  necejjary  Inflitu- 
tion.  The  Intent  and  Delign  being,  as  I  hum- 
bly conceive,  to  anfwer  this  very  End,  And 
the  Honourable  Members  of  it  may  be  looked 
upon  in  this  Light,  as  the  Guardians  of 
the  Publick  Welfare.  In  prefding 
over  the  General  Commercial  Interefts  of  the 
Kingdom,  they  are  to  infpedl  the  feveral  Branch- 
es of  Traffick,  that  are  carried  on,  and  to  give 
Notice  to  the  Legiftature,  whether  the  Proft 
of  the  Kingdom i  or  of  the  Merchant,  is  mofl 

promoted. 
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promoted ;  that  the  proper  Remedies^  or  Ern 
couragemcnti  may  be  applied,  according  as  the 
Cafe  requires,  by  flopping  up  the  former  Chan- 
nels of  a  Hi/advantageous  Trade,  opening  new 
ones,  which  may  enrich  the  Publtck  and  the 
jidventurer  together;  encouraging  him  toper- 
fiverey  and   to  enlarge  his  Dealings  in  every 
Branch,  which  is  beneficial  to  the  Community  i 
and  in  one  Word,  by  enabling  the  Merchant 
to  find  his  own  private  Advantage  in  labour'^ 
ing  for  the  Good  of  his  Country.     Self  andy5- 
cial  Happinefs,  in  this  Cafe,  muft  be  made  to 
UNITE :  otherwife  it  will  happen  in  this,  ai 
in  mod  other  Afiairs,    that  Jocial  Happincl^ 
will  ?iot  be  promoted  at  all.  "^ 

A  N  D  as  the  Affairs  of  Commerce  muft  fbi* 
thefe  Reafons  ultimately  come  under  the  Cog" 
nizance  of  the  Legifiaturey  it  were  greatly  ta 
be  wiflied.  That  Men  of  Eminence  and  Dip 
tinSiion,  whofe  Birth  and  Fortunes  procure 
them  an  Admiflion  into  the  Britijh  Senate^ 
would  employ  a  little  more  of  their  Timef 
in  the  Cultivation  of  a  Science,  fo  worthy  or 
their  greateft  Regard  and  Attention.  The' 
Interell  of  their  Country,  and  their  own,  da 
both  concur  in  requiring  fuch  a  Condudl  fi'om' 
them.  I  beg  Leave  to  mention  not  only  the' 
Intereft  of  their  Country,  but  their  o-ivn :  For 
it  is  a  mod  certain  Fad,  though  not  fuffi- 
ciently  attended  to.  That  the  Landed  Gentle* 
man  is  more  deeply  concerned  in  the  National 
C  Ef^i 
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EffeBs  of  3in  Advantageous  ov  Difadvantag^ 
ous  Commerce,  than  the  Merchant  himfelf; 
If  this  AlTertion  fliould  appear  a  Paradox  to 
any  one,  I  hope  a  few  Lines  will  convince 
him  of  the  Truth  of  it. 

Suppose  then  fome  General  Calamity  to 
befal  the  Trade  of  the  Kingdom  :  —  Or,  to 
put  a  more  firiklng  Cafe,  Suppofe  the  Mouth 
of  the  T'hames  to  be  choked  up  with  Sa7ids  and 
MarJJjes,  (as  that  fine  River  in  France^  the 
Rhone,  really  is)  fo  as  to  afford  no  Port  worth 
mentioning  for  the  Purpofes  of  Commerce ; 
In  fucli  a  melancholy  Cafe,  the  Merchants^ 
Manufatiurers,  Owners  of  Ships,  Sailors,  and 
all  the  Multitudes  of  Tradefmen  dependent  up- 
on this  Commerce,*  would  iixleed  htxh^firji 
affedlcd  j  but  they  would  not  be  the  great- 
est Loose RS.  For  after  the  Jirft  Shock,  they 
would  eafily  remove  with  the  beft  of  their  Ef- 
fedls,  and  try  their  Fortunes  elfe where.  But 
the  Landed  Gentleman,  what  muft  he  do  ?  he 
is  bound  doTdon  to  the  Soil,  and  camiot  remove 
his  Eflatc,  though  the  Perfons  are  gone,  who 
ufed  to  confume  the  Produ3l  of  it.  Thus  the 
Evil  becomes  incurable,  and  perpetual  with 
regard  to  him,  and  every  Day  increafmg : 
whereas  with  refped;  to  the  Merchant,  it  was 
only  a  Shock  at  firfl,  which  he  has  the  Cliance 
of  getting  the  better  of,  by  removing  to  a  more 
advantageous  Situation. 

It 
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It  is  fervently  to  he  wiflied,  That  Provi* 
dcncc  may  never  vifit  Us  with  fo  terrible  a 
Judgment,  as  the  choking  up  the  Mouth  of 
our  Principal  River  leading  to  the  MetropoKs 
of  the  Kingdom.     But  the  bare  Suppofal  of 
fuch  a  Cafe  is  fufficient  to  prove,  I  humbly 
prefuipe,  with  irrefiftible  Evidence,  That  the 
"Landed  Gentlemen  in  the  Counties  adjacent 
to  London^  are  more  deeply  intereflcd'm  the  Con- 
fequences  of  the  Trade  of  London^  than  the 
Merchants  themfelves:  And  therefore.  That 
thofe  fuppofed  Diftindlions  of  Landed  Intereft, 
and  'Trading  Intereft,  in  the  Senfc  they  arc 
commonly  ufed,  are  the  mofl:  idle  andyf//)-,  as 
well  %s,falfe  and  injurious,  that  ever  divided 
Mankind. 

But  above  all,  we  muft  beg  Leave  to  ob- 
ferve,  by  way  of  Inducement  to  the  Landed 
Gentleman  to  turn  his  Thoughts  to  this  Study, 
That  his  very  private  Intereft  is  rather  a  Help^ 
than  a  Detriment  to  him  in  the  Profecution  of 
it.  It  puts  no  wrong  Biafs  iipon  his  Mind, 
but  diredts  him  to  the  true  Point  of  Light, 
from  whence  to  fee,  and  to  judge  of  thcfc 
Affairs  :  which  is  a  Circumftance  in  ibmc  rc- 
fpe(ft  peculiar  to  his  Situation. 

For,  if  we  fuppofe  the  Scene  ft  ill  to  con- 
tinue in  and  about  London,  (though  the  fame 
would  hold  true  of  any  other  Port  of  the 
C  2  King* 
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Kingdom)  as  the  private  Interejl  of  the 
Landed  Gentleman  arifes  vfrom  the  General 
Commerce  of  the  Place,  he  c^  have  no  par^ 
iial  Views  in  relation  to  Trade,  nor  can  reap 
any  Advantage  from  MoftopcUeSy  Exclujive 
Companies,  or  fuch  like  deftrudtive  Artifices, 
The  more  Perfons  there  are  employed  in  every 
Branch  of  Bufinefs,  the  more  there  will  be  to 
conjume  the  Produce  of  his  EJiate :  fb  that  he 
will  have  no  Temptations  to  complain.  That 
the  Trade  is  over  Jiocked,  or  wiih  the  PrO" 
motion  of  this  Trade,  in  order  to  the  Declen" 
fon  of  that.  In  fliort,  his  own  Intereji  is  con- 
neBed  with  the  Good  of  the  Whole,  fo  that  he 
cannot  but  be  extremely  well  qualified  to  un- 
derjiand,  and  to  promote  it,  if  he  will  pleafe 
to  make  Ufe  of  the  Advantages  he  is  happily 
poflefTed  of. 
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755^  principal  Advantages  of 
France  wtfb  refpeB  to  Trade. 

HE  Natural  Traduce  and 
Commodities  of  the  Country, 
—  Thefe  are  chief y  Wines, 
Brandies,  Silk,  Linen,  Hemp, 
and  Oil.  I  do  not  mention 
Corn ;  for  though  they  raifc 
a  great  Deal,  yet,  as  they  arc  great  Bread" 
Eaters^  they  confume  a  great  Deal,  and  have 
htde  to  fpare  for  Exportation,  Their  Harvefts 
alfo  are  more  precarious  than  Ours,  and  often 
fail. 

11.  The 
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II.  The  Subordination  of  the  Comnwn  Peo- 
fie  is  an  unfpeakable  Advantage  to  them  in  re- 
fpeB  to  Tirade. — By  this  means,  the  Manufac- 
turers are  always  kept  induftrious :  They  dare 
not  run  into  (hocking  Lewdnefs  and  Debau- 
chery J  to  Drunkennefs  they  are  not  inclined. 
They  *  are  obliged  to  enter  into  the  married 
State  J  whereby  they  raife  up  large  Families  to 
Labour,  and  keep  down  the  Price  of  it :  and 
confequently,  by  working  cheaper^  enable  the 
Merchant  to  fell  the  cheaper, 

III.  The  Rules  and  Regulations  they  are 
obliged  to  obferve  in  Manufacturing  their 
Goods,  and  Expojing  them  to  Sale,  is  a  great 
Advantage  to  the  Credit  of  their  Manufa(^ures, 
and  confequently  to  Trade.  All  Sorts  of  Goods 
for  Exportation,  muft  undergo  an  InfpedHon  of 
the  proper  Officer  in  the  Publick  Hall :  there 
they  are  compared  with  the  Patterns  or  Sam^ 
pies  delivered  in  before.  The  Bad,  and  fuch 
as  do  not  anfwer  to  their  Samples,  are  conff- 
catcdy  with  a  Fine  levied  upon  the  Offender, 
By  thefe  means,  the  fraudulent  Defigns  of 
private  Traders,  who  would  get  rich  at  the 
public  Expence,  are  prevefited^  and  the   Na- 

tiondl 

*  The  Law  of  Francey  obliges  all  unmar'rieit  Meii  'tl> 
{crvc  s&ConmMH  Soldiers  in  the  Militia  and  the  Arrhy, 
unlcfs  they  have  particular  Exemptions  on  Accoi^nt  of 
ihQ\t  Stations  and  ProfeJ/ions, 
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tiofial  Manufa(5tury  conftantly  kept  up  in  high 
Credit, 

IV.  T^lxir  excellent  Roadsy  their  navigable 
Rivers  and  Canalsy  are  offmguhr  Advantage  to 
their  7r^^<?.— Their  great  Roads  arc  always 
in  good  Order^  and  always  carried  on  in  a 
fireight  Line,  where  the  Nature  of  the  Ground 
will  permit ;  and  made  at  a  moft  prodigious 
Expence  i  each  Province  being  obliged  to  make 
and  repair  their  own  Roads.  And  yet  there 
is  no  Expence  for  Turnpikes  from  one  End  of 
the  Kingdom  to  the  other. 

Their  Rivers  are  indeed,  for  the  moftj 
Part,  the  Work  of  Nature :  the  Seine^  the  Loire^. 
the  Garonne  J  and  the  Rhone,  with  all  the  Rivers^ 
which  fall  into  them,  help  to  carry  on  a  Com- 
munication with  moft  of  the  great  Cities  of 
the  Kingdom. 

But  their  Canals  are  their  own  proper 
Praife ;  and  equally  defcrving  Admiration  on 
Account  of  their  Grandeur  and  Contrivance, 
as  for  their  U/efulnefs  to  Trade,  in  lowering 
the  Price  of  Carriage,  Among  thefe,  that  of 
LanguedoCy  and  the  two  Canals  of  Orleans  and 
Briare,  are  worthy  to  be  particularly  mention- 
ed. By  means  of  the  former;  a  Communica- 
tion is  ojx^ned  between  Bourdeaux  and  jl^;r- 
JeilleSy  between  the  Ocean  and  the  Mediterra- 
nean, without  pafling  through  the  Strcights  ot 

Gibraltar, 
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Gibraltar,  and  furrounding  all  the  Coafts  of 
Portugal  ^nd  Spain  :  and  by  Virtue  of  the  two 
latter,  an  eafy  Intercourfe  is  maintained  be- 
tween all  the  great  Towns  fituated  on  the  Seine 
and  the  Loire.  Many  other  Canals  there  are, 
and  many  more  ftill  intended  to  be  made^ 
greatly  advantageous  to  their  Commerce. 

V.  Hhe  French  enjoy  a  great  Advantage  in 
the  Goodnefs  of  their  Sugar  Colonies,^^lt  is  not 
owing  to  zny  fuperior  Policy  in  them,  or  wrong 
Condudl  in  us,  nor  yet  any  greater  Oeconomy 
in  their  Planters,  or  Frofujenefs  in  ours,  (for 
upon  the  ftrid:eft  Enquiry,  both  will  be  found 
to  be  equally  culpable)  that  they  exceed  Us  in 
the  Cheapnejs  or  Goodnefs  of  their  Commodi- 
ties;  but    becaufe  our  Leeward  Iflands  are 
worn  out,  being  originally  o^  no  Depth  of  Soil; 
and  the  Ground  is  more  upon  a  Level,  confe- 
quently  more  fubjed:  to  be  burnt  up :  where- 
as their  Iflands  are  ftill  very  good  ;  in  Mar" 
tinico  particularly  the  Ground  is  rich,  the  Soil 
deep,  diverfified  with  high  Hills,  affording  co- 
pious Streams  of  Water,  and  refrefhing  Shades. 
Hence  it  is,  that  their  Planters  can  raife  and 
mafiifaBure  their  Sugars,  &c.  fo  much  cheaper 
than  ours.     Add  to  this,  that  the  Inhabitants 
of  old  France  do  not  ufe  the  tenth  Part  of  the 
Sugars  for  Home  Confumptio?!,  which  the  E?ig- 
lifli  do ;  and  therefore  have  that  Commodity 
to  export  again  to  Foreign  Markets,  and  with 
it  to  encrcafe  the  National  Wealth. 

VI.  The 
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VI.  The  French  Cohues  receive  aJl  tMr 
Luxuries  and  Refinements  of  Living  from  their 
Mother  Country  i  which  is  a  very  great  Ad- 
vantage to  it. — They  are  not  fuffered,  nor  in- 
deed doth  it  appear,  that  they  are  much  in- 
clined to  go  to  any  other  Shop  or  Market  for 
tbefe  Things,  Neither  have  they  fet  up  any 
ManufaBures  of  their  own  to  the  Prejudice  of 
their  Mother  Country.  Indeed,  as  to  the  A>- 
cejjaries  of  Life,  they  fupply  themfclvcs  with 
them  where  they  can  j  and  frequently  buy  of 
the  E?2gliJIi.  But  this  is  a  Cafe  of  Necejjity^ 
which  cannot  be  fubje<fl  to  Rejiraints.  As  to 
Articles  of  Luxury^  Parade^  and  Pleafure^  we 
very  feldom  hear  that  they  buy  any  of  then 
from  Us. 

VII.  The  manner  of  ColleBing  their  Duties 
on  fever al  Sorts  of  Goods  imported^  is  of  greater 
Advantage  to  Trade,  than  can  eafily  be  ima- 
gined. ^In  the  Port  of  Bourdeaux  (and  I  take 
it  for  granted  fo  good  a  Regulation  obtains  in 
other  Places)  there  are  Publick  Warehoufes, 
very  proper  and  convenient^  adjoining  to  the 
Cuftom-houfe.  And  all  Provifions  and  Goods 
neceflary  for  the  U/c  of  their  Sugar  Colonics, 
are  there  depofitcd  by  the  Merchant,  till  the 
Ship  fails.  Duty  frce^  paving  only  a  moderate 
Price  for  Cellerage.  When  Hie  returns,  the 
Sugars,  Gfr.  are  landed  in  the  King's  Ware- 
houfes, where  thev  remain,  till  the  Importer 
D  his 
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has  found  a  Purchafer  for  a  proper  Quantity : 
then  he  pays  the  Duty  for  thaty  and  has  it 
taken  away,  letting  the  Reft  continue.  Or  if 
he  intends  thefe  Goods  for  Export atioNy  there 
they  lie  ready  and  convenient.  By  this  means 
he  is  never  driven  to  Streigbts  on  Account  of 
the  King's  Duty  j  and  is  enabled  to  carry  on  a 
very  extenfive  Trade  with  a  fmall  Stock.  The 
Conlequence  of  which  is,  That  manyPerfons 
are  hereby  capacitated  to  enter  confiderably  into 
Commerce,  who  could  not  otherwife  have 
done  it.  For  One  Thouiand  Pounds  Sterling 
in  FrancCy  will  go  near  as  far  as  Two  Thou- 
iand Pounds  in  England.  —  Not  to  mention. 
That  as  there  is  no  Money  immediately  ad- 
vanced on  Account  of  the  King's  Duty,  the 
whole  Gains  of  the  Merchant  will  arife  only 
from  the  Money  aBually  in  Trade :  now  as 
this  is  lefs  by  near  one  half  to  what  it  would 
have  been,  had  the  Duty  been  all  paid  at 
oncey  confequently  he  can  afford  to  fell  one  half 
lefs  than  he  mufl  have  demanded  in  the  other 
Cafe. 

VIII.  Tb^ir  Neighbourhood  to  Spain,  and  pre- 
fent  CcnneBion  with  //,  is  of  fo  great  Advan- 
tage, as  to  be  worth  all  their  Trade  befides. 
—For  it  is  certain.  They  get  more  from  the 
Spaniards  than  all  the  Trading  Nations  in  Eu^ 
rope.  Their  Poor  from  Perigordy  himofiUy  and 
x>ther  Places,  covnQ  yearly  into  Spain  to  reap 
-their  Corn,  and  gaffer  in  their  Vintage :  and 
_  Al  carry 
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carry  back  what  they  have  earned  to  jpend  in 
.  France.     The  Fijhcrmen  from  Bayonney  and 

1 1  the  neighbouring  Places,  fupply  tlicm  with 
great  Quantities  both  d[fre/b  and  fait  Fifh  to 
cat  on  Faji-Dayiy  and  to  keep  Lent,  The 
Pedlars  and  Shop-keepers  m  Spain  are  moftly 
French^  who  retire  into  their  own  Country^ 
when  they  have  made  their  Fortunes.  The 
Towns  in  Languedoc  fupply  them  with  Cloth, 
Silks,  and  Stockings  \  RoUen  with  Hats,  and 
coarfe  Linen  Stufts  ;  Abbeville ^  with  fuperfine 
Cloths  ;  Amiens  and  Arras^  with  worfted  and 
camblet  Stuffs ;  and  Lions,  with  all  Sorts  of 
rich  Silks,  Gold  and  Silver  Lace,  Gfr.  for  their 
Confumption  both  in  Europe  and  America^ 
In  fliort,  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Produce  of 
the  Mines  of  Fotofi  is  brought  into  France, 
Hence  it  is,  that  their  Payments  are  all  in 
Sihxr :  and  Gold  is  more  fcarce  in  France,  in 
the  Currency  of  Coin,  than  Silver  is  in  Eng^ 
land.  A  plain  Proof,  that  they  have  the  great 
Trade  to  Spain,  as  we  have  to  Portugal, 

IX.  iJjeir  Addrefs  in  drawing  raw  Mate^ 
rials  from  other  Countries  to  work  up  in  their 
vwn,  ferves  greatly  to  enlarge  and  extend  their 
Trade.  —  Fr^wr^  produces  fomc  ff^ool  and  Silk^ 
but  not  a  fourth  Part  of  what  they  manufac^ 
ture.  Wool  they  import  from  Barbary,  the 
Levant,  and  Spain,  They  alfo  bring  Wool 
from  Switzerland,  Some  little  perhaps  is  run 
from  England',  but,  I  have  good  Reafcn  to 
D  2  believe. 
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believe,  not  much.  The  Quantity  from  Ire^ 
land  is  very  confiderahle  j  which  is  owing  to 
our  own  wrong  Policy.  The  beft  of  their 
raw  Silk  they  draw  from  Piemont^  the  Le^ 
vant^  Italy,  and  Spain,  Their  Cotton  is 
brought  from  the  Levant,  and  from  their 
Sugar  Colonies.  And  the  Ap:es  for  making 
Soap  at  Marjeilles,  are  chiefly  imported  from 
Egypt. 

X.  They  reap  unfpeakable  Advantage,  by 
the  Permtjjion  and  Encouragement  given  to 
Foreign  Merchants  and  ManufaBurers  to  fet- 
tle among  them.  —  By  this  good  Policy  the 
Price  of  Labour  is  always  kept  fufficiently  low. 
A  Coffipetition  and  Emulation  are  raifed,  who 
fliall  work,  and  fell  the  cheapeji ;  which 
mufl  turn  out  greatly  to  the  National  Advan- 
tage, though  it  may  not  be  fo  favourable  to 
the  private  Inter eji  of  Individuals.  For  thefe 
Reafons,  the  Government  is  particularly  gen- 
tle and  indulgent  to  Foreigtiers.  And  the 
Situation  of  the  Country  is  greatly  affiftant 
to  this  Difpolition  of  the  Government.  — 
France  is  furrounded  with  populous,  that  is, 
proUfick  Nations,  who  have  no  Trade  and 
Manufadlures  of  their  own  to  employ  their 
Poor.  Flanders,  all  Germany  on  the  Side  of 
the  Rhine,  Switzerland,  Savoy,  and  fome 
Parts  of  Italy,  pour  their  fupernumerary 
Hands  every  Tear  into  France-,  where  they 
are  carejfed,  and  received  into  the  Army,  or 

the 
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the  Manufacfture,  according  to  their  Inclina- 
tions. The  Rhone  is  fo  cafy  and  cheap  a 
Conveyance,  for  the  Swarms  of  Inhabitants 
bordering  on  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  that  fo 
fmall  a  Sum  as  One  Shilling,  or  Eighteen  Pence 
each  Pcrfon,  will  bring  them  to  the  chief 
Manufacturing  Town  in  the  Kingdom,  viz. 
Lions,  And  there  are  faid  to  be  no  lefs  than 
Ten  Thou{and  Swifs  and  Germans  employed 
in  that  City.  The  Numbers  alfo  in  all  the 
other  Commercial  Towns  are  very  great,  and 
daily  increafing. 

XI.  The  Englifh  MonopoUes,  which  are  fo 
dejlruElive  to  the  Interefts  of  Great  Britain, 
become,  for  the  very  fame  Reafon,  of  the  great"" 
ejl  Benefit  and  Advantage  to  France.  —  Mar» 
feilles  is  a  flagrant,  and  a  melanchoUy  Proof 
of  this  AiTertion.  For  the  Trade  of  this 
Place  hath  fiourifhed  and  increafed  juft  in 
the  fame  Proportion,  as  that  of  our  Turky 
Company  funk  and  declined.  All  the  fine 
Streets  and  new  Buildings  of  the  City,  date 
their  Original  from  this  Period,  So  that  we 
may  truly  fay,  They  were  built,  and  arc  now 
fupported,  by  the  exclufive  Turky  Company  of 
England,  Moreover,  the  Englijh  Hud/on*i~ 
Bay  Company  is  the  only  Caufc,  which  can 
make  the  French  Settlements  in  fo  wretched 
a  Country  as  the  Northern  Parts  of  Canada, 
to  flourifhj  with  fo  difficult  and  dangerous  a 
Nav  igation,  as  that  up  the  Bay  of  St  Law- 
rence, 
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rence.  It  is  this,  and  no  other^  is  the  Caufe 
that  enables  them  to  extend  their  Colonies, 
and  to  underfell  the  Englijh  in  all  the  Articles 
of  Furr ;  which  they  apparently  do  in  Times 
of  Peace. 

XII.  T/?^f  puhlick  Stock  of  Wealth  u  greatly 
increafedy  by  Foreigners  of  all  Countries  travel- 
ling among  them.  —  The  Advantages  from 
hence  accruing  liave  not  been  fo  much  at- 
tended to,  as,  I  humbly  think,  they  juftly 
deferve.  For  while  thefe  Foreigners  relide  in 
the  Country,  they  not  only  pay  for  their 
Food  and  Board  ot  an  high  Rate,  but  they  alfo 
cloath  themfelves  with  the  Manufactures  of  it, 
and  buy  many  Curiofities.  But  this  is  not  all. 
For  having  contraded  a  Liking  to  the  Produce 
and  ManifaElures  of  the  Country  they  travel- 
led in,  they  continue  to  ufe  them  when  they 
are  retumed  to  their  own;  and  fo  introduce 
them  to  the  Knowledge^  Ffteem,  and  Appro- 
bation of  others  :  This  begets  a  De?7iatid ;  and 
a  Demand  for  them  draws  on  a  Correfpond- 
encCy  and  a  fettled  Commerce.  Thefe  are  the 
Advantages  which  the  French  enjoy  by  fuch 
Numbers  of  Foreigners  travelling  among  them ; 
whereas  they  fcarce  ever  travel  themfelves; 
and  by  that  Means  circulate  the  Money  in 
their  own  Country. 

XIII.  France  enjoys  nofmall  Advantage^ 
es  it  doth  not  lofe  much  by  the  Article  of  Smug- 
gling, 
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glingy  in  comparifon  to  what  England  doth.— 
This  is  owing  to  the  Stridnefs  of  their  Govern- 
ment, the  many  Spies  they  have  upon  every 
Man's  Adions,  and  being  able  to  punKh  the 
flighteft  Offence  more  feverely,  ana  in  a  more 
fummary  Way  than  we  can,  or  is  conMcnt 
with  a  free  ConAitution  to  do. 


T%e  Principal  Disadvantages  of 
France  with  regard  to  Trade. 

L  ^"Y^  HE  Jirfi  Difadvantage  to  a  free 
J[  Trade  is  the  Government,  which  is 
arbitrary  and  defpotick  ;  and  therefore  fuch  at 
a  Merchant  would  not  chufe  to  live  under,  if 
he  knows  the  Sweets  of  Liberty  in  anodier 
Country,  and  has  no  Attachment  of  Family, 
or  Interefl  to  keep  him  ftill  in  France,  —  It 
muft  be  acknowledged,  his  Property,  generally 
fpeaking,  is  fecure  enough,  but  his  Perjon  is 
not  fo.  To  explain  this,  we  muft  beg  Leave 
to  obferve.  That  though  there  are  fi>:ed  and 
Jlated  Laws  in  France  to  decide  all  Cafes  of 
Property,  and  criminal  Caufes,  as  here  in 
England',  fo  that  a  Man  may  know  the  Rules 
he  is  to  be  governed  by  in  thofc  Refpcdb,  and 
can  have  an  open  Trial  for  his  Life  and  For- 
tune s 
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tune :  yet  there  are  no  Laws  to  afcertain  the 
Nature  of  Political  Offences,  or  to  circum- 
fcribe  the  Power  of  the  Judge;  fo  that  he 
muft  be  entirely  at  the  Mercy  of  the  Lieutenant 
de  Police,  2nd  his  Deputies;  who  can  imprifon 
him  at  will,  without  affigning  any  Reafon,  or 
bringing  any  Evidence  to  confront  him.  And 
therefore  his  only  Security  confifts,  in  being  con- 
tinually lavijh  in  the  Praife  of  the  Ki?ig  and 
tlie  Minijiry,  and  in  faying  nothing  which 
may  afford  the  leafl  Pretence  to  the  Spies,  who 
fwarm  all  over  the  Kingdom,  to  inform  againfl 
him. 

II.  The  fecond  Difadvantage  to  the  Freedom 
of  Tirade,  is  the  Romifh  Religion ;  which  has 
added  to  its  many  other  Abfurdities,  a  Spirit 
of  Cruelty  and  Perfecution,  fo  repugnant  to 
the  Scope  and  Tendency  of  the  G^d"/.— There-, 
fore  a  P  rot  eft  ant  Merchant,  if  at  the  fame  Time 
a  confcientious  Man,  will  find  himfelf  very  often 
reduced  to  great  Difficulties,  in  order  to  avoid 
on  the  one  Hand  the  Sin  of  Hypocrijy,  by  Com- 
pliances againfl  his  Confciencc,  or  on  the  other, 
the  Danger  attending  the  Exercife  of  his  Re~ 
ligion,  and  the  Educating  of  his  Children  in  the 
Prote/lant  Way.  This,  I  f  ly,  will  often  hap- 
pen, even  at  prefent;  though  the  Bigotry  of 
the  Court  of  France  is  not  near  fo  great,  as  it 
was  in  former  times. 

III.  Anothee 
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III.  Another  ^^csx  Burden ^  and  conic* 
quently  a  Difadvantage  to  the  T'rade  o(  France^ 
is,  The  great  Number  of  Religious  of  both  Sexes. 
—Thelowcft  Computation  of  thefc  amounts  to 
near  Three  Hundred  Tliouland  Pcrfons:  a  great 
Part  of  which  Number  might,  and  would  be 
employed  in  Trade  znd  Manu/tn^ures -,  and  the 
Red  might  be  ufeful  to  Society  in  other  Spheres. 
But  that  is  not  all ;  They  arc  a  very  heavy 
Weight   upon  the  Publick.     yaji  Eftates  are 
appropriated  for  the  Support  o(  Jome  of  thefe 
Religious  Orders,  whofe  Fund  is  continually 
accumulating^  not  only  by  Legacies  and  Do- 
nations,  but  alfo  by  whatever  Fortune  eacB 
Perfon  is  pojfcjfed  of,  at  the  Time  of  taking  the 
Vffw.     And  others,  who  are  of  the  Mendicant 
Orders,  and  are  allowed  to  have  no  Property, 
become  a  continual    Tax  upon  the  Induftry 
and  Charity  of  the  People  ;  and  thefe  moflly 
of  the  middling  and  lorwer  Sort.     Not  to  men- 
tion the  increafng  Riches  and  dead  Wealth  in 
all  their  Churches, 

IV.  A  fourth  great  Difeuhantage  to  th« 
Trade  of  France,  is  their  numerous  and  poor 
Nobility.  —  The  Nature  and  Cohflituticn  of 
that  Government,  require  the  Notion  of  Birth 
and  Family  to  be  kept  up  very  high,  as  it  will 
always  create  an  l-i.'i'ynt  Nobility,  and  con- 
fequently  dependent  upon  the  Court  for  fitch 
Preferments  as  m.iy  not  dercge,  or  bring  a 

E  Stain 
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Stain  upon  their  Family.  Moreover,  the  fainc 
refined  Policy  induces  the  Court  to  make  the 
lAilitary  Service  be  efteemed  the  moft  Hon- 
ourabk ;  as  it  muft  render  the  whole  Body  of 
the  Nobility,  Soldiers  to  fight  their  Battles-, 
the  Richer  ferving  for  Gloryy  and  the  Poorer 
for  an  honourable  Support.  The  Confequence 
of  all  this  is,  That  they  heartily  defpife  the 
Bourgeois  *,  that  is,  the  Merchant  and  iradef- 
man :  and  he,  when  he  gets  rich,  is  as  delir- 
ous  of  quitting  fo  diJJjonourable  an  Employ, 

whereia 

•  In  Frande,  the  Inhabitants  are  ufually  dijlingtdjbed 
by  three  different  Ranks,  or  Orders  j  The  NobleJJe^  the 
Bourgeois,  and  the  Pa'ifans.  Each  of  thefe  are  totally 
diftindt  from  the  other.  The  Pojierity  of  the  Nobleffe 
are  all  Noblefi'e,  tliough  ever  fo  poory  and  though  not 
honoured  with  the  Titles  of  Count,  Marquis,  &c.  as 
l^oblemen  are  here  in  England.  Tlie  Pojierity  of  a  Bour" 
geois,  though  ever  fo  richy  and  though  the  Family  hav'e 
left  off  Trade  a  Hundred  Years  ago,  are  Itill  but  Bcur^ 
gcois,  until  they  are  ennobled  by  Patent,  or  have  wiped 
off  the  Difgrace  of  having  been  Merchants,  by  fome 
Jignal  Alilitary  Service,  or  have  purchafed  fome  honour- 
able Employ.  Therefore  when  the  Nobkjfe  call  thft 
Merchants  Bourgeois,  Burgeiles,  they  mean  it  as  a  Term 
of  Infamy  and  Rrprtach,  anfwering  to  that  of  pitiful-  lew 
•JMechanick  mEngliJh.  Indeed,  by  fome  Ordoitances^ 
-^be  Nobjcfle  arc  permitted  to  engage  in  certain  Branches 
^^  foreign  and  wholefale  Trade,  without  "Bringing  any 
^tain  up6n  their  Family.  But  thefe  Permiflions  will 
have  very  little  EfEcacy  to  induce  the  Nobility  to  turn 
Mercliants,  as  long  as  the  Military  Service  h>  fo  highly 
txalted  in  Credit  and  Reputation  above  Merchandize. 
"I'hc  very  Gr«///J  of  the  Government,  makes  it  a  Scan- 
ia a  l  not  to  he  ^Soldier :  Layi'S  will  have  iktle  FoPce 
againfl  this. 
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wherein  his  Riches  cannot  fccurc  him  from 
InJuU  aiui  Contempt.  Being  therefore  dcfirous 
ot  niifing  his  own  Family  to  be  of  the  No^ 
bUffe,  he  leaves  off  Trade  as  foon  as  he  can, 
tnd  breals  up  his  Sons  to  the  Military  Pro- 
fefiion,  or  purdbafes  fome  Office  in  the  Law 
or  Civil  Govcnimcnt,  which  may  cnmbU  them. 

V.  T  H  E  Trade  of  France  fuffers  another 
Inconveniency  by  the  Nature  of  its  Taxes, 
—  Some  of  thcle,  in  certain  Provinces,  arc 
very  arbitrary  \  as  the  Taille^  which  is  levied 
moftly  upon  the  poor  Peafants  and  Manufac* 
turers  in- the  Country  Villages.  Others  arc 
very  heavy -y  as  the  Duty  upon  Salt^  which  is 
Jhocktngly  opprcfiive.  Others  again,  thougjk 
not  quite  fo  oppreflive,  are  yet  equally  itnfn'O- 
perly  laid ;  becaufe  they  are  upon  the  Neceffa- 
ries  of  Life,  which  are  to  feed  the  Tradcffnan^ 
and  to  visual  the  Shipping,  Thus,  for  Ex- 
ample, all  Sorts  of  Frcruifions^  Corn,  Wine, 
Butchers  Meat,  Poultry,  Eggs,  Fifli,  Gar- 
den-StuiF,  and  Fruit,  pay  a  Duty  at  the  Vm-- 
trance  of  fome  of  their  great  Cities.  There 
are  Duties  alfo  lately  laid  upon  Soap  and  Can- 
dies.  And  in  the  Pais  des  Etats,  where  the 
mo/i  grievous  of  thefe  Imports  are  not  levied, 
they  lay  a  Provincial  Duty  upon  all  Things 
going  in  or  out  of  that  Province  ;  which  makes 
the  Merchandize  fo  pafmg  tlirough,  become 
the  dearer  at  2,  foreign  Market. 

E  2  VL  The 
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VJ.  The  MaitrifeSy  which  fo  generally 
prevail  in  France^  is  a  Clog  to  the  Trade  of  the 
Country.  —  Thele  Maitrifes  are  much  the  fame 
as  our  Companies  in  Towns  Corporate ;  only  we 
have  this  Advantage,  That  in  England  their 
pernicious  Effeds  can  be  more  eafily  eluded  by 
having  Shops,  Gfr.  within  Glafs  Windows. 
Belides,  our  beji  Manufaduring  Towns,  fuch 
as  Birmingham^  Manchefter,  Leeds,  and  even 
four  fifths  of  London  itfelf,  viz.  Wejlminfier^ 
Soutbwarky  and  all  the  Suburbs,  have  no  Com- 
panies at  all.  Whereas  in  France  all  Tradef- 
men  are  obliged  to  be  free  of  their  proper 
Maitrife,  before  they  can  fet  up.  The  Fine 
for  this,  in  fome  Trades,  is  very  confiderable. 
And  there  is  alfo  in  Time  of  War,  an  annual 
Demand  of  a  certain  Proportion  of  Men  out 
of  each  Maitrife ;  which  is  underftood  to  im- 
ply a  Sum  of  Money  by  way  of  equivalent. 
Thus,  the  more  thefe  Maitrifes  become  ufefiil 
to  fupply  the  Exigencies  of  the  Government 
at  a  Pinch,  the  more  Privileges  they  will  ac- 
quire ;  and  the  greater  the  Privilege  is  of  any 
particular  Company,  the  lefs  will  be  the  gene^ 
ral  Trade  of  the  Country. 

VII.  The  French  fuftain  fome  Difad van- 
tage by  their  Monopolies  and  excluji'ue  Charters, 
—  They  have  an  Eafi-India  Company  at  Port 
r  Orient :  Marjeilles  is  a  free  Port  for  the  Le- 
rant  and  Barbary  Trade  3  whereas  there  is  a 

Duty 
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Duty  of  20  per  Cent,  upon  all  Mcrcliandizc' 
of  thofc  Countries,  ii'  imported  into  any  other 
Port  of  France  in  the  Mediterranean.  And 
even  at  Marfeiiles^  tliere  is  a  particular  exclu- 
five  Company  for  importing  Com  and  Wool 
from  Africa,  Lions  is  free  for  all  Silk  entring, 
or  going  out ;  whereas  there  is  an  heavy  Duty 
in  die  neighbouring  Towns ;  by  which  means. 
Lions  may  be  faid  to  have  an  cxclufive  Char- 
ter. And  there  is  good  Reafon  to  conclude, 
there  is  fomething  of  the  lame  Nature  for  the 
T'urky  Cloth  at  CarcaffonnCy  the  Silk  and  Wor- 
ked Stockings  at  Ntjmes,  the  Clothing  for  the 
Soldiery  at  Lodeve,  the  Superfine  Cloth  at 
Abbeville^  the  Stuffs  at  Amiens^  the  Camblets 
at  Arrasy  the  painted  Linens  and  Cottons  at 
Roiien,  &c, 

VIII.  The  French  labour  under  no  finall 
Difadvantage  on  Account  of  the  Expence  they 
are  at  in  the  Article  of  Shipping.  —  Th^ 
have  more  Men  to  navigate  their  Ships  than 
the  Englijh,  becaufe  they  are  not  fo  expert 
Sailors.  They  muft  carry  fome  fupernume" 
rary  Landmen,  by  the  King's  Orders  :  They 
mull  have  many  Officers  to  govern  thefe  Men, 
becaufe  the  Merchant  is  to  be  refponjible  for 
them  when  the  Ship  returns.  Thefe  Officers 
will  have  a  grand  Table,  a  Cook,  and  new 
Bread  every  Ehy.  The  Ship  lies  long  in  Port, 
if  fent  to  the  fFeft-Indies  to  difpofe  of  the 
Cargo  :  Becaufe  their  Creoliam  are  faid  to  be 

fo 
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fo  di/hGueJi,  that  they  do  not  care  to  trufl 
them  with  Commilfions.  And  fo  the  Ex* 
pences  of  the  Officers  and  of  the  Crew  run 
very  high.  Add  to  this,  that  the  Officer  be- 
longing to  the  Marine  in  France^  will  find 
Wavs  and  Means  to  give  great  Trouble  to  the 
Merchant,  both  as  to  the  Choice  of  Sailors, 
and  of  Officers,  unlefs  he  is  properly  confider^ 
rd :  Which  is  generally  done  by  buying  fome 
Ship  Stores  of  himfelf,  or  Friends,  at  an' 
exorbitant  Price. 


IX.  The  two  National  Vices  of  the  French^ 
Gaming  and  Fine  Clothes^  is  a  great  Hurt  to 
their  Trade.  —  Thefe  Expences  cannot  be 
fupported  but  by  a  large  Frofit ;  and  that  will 
always  lej/en  the  Demand  at  a  foreign  Mar- 
ket, if  their  Neighbours  can  affi^rd  to  fell 
cheaper.  Not  to  mention  the  fivift  Ruin 
wliich  Gaming  fometimes  brings  on,  and  the 
Lofs  of  Time  occafioned  by  it. 

X.  T  H  E  Situation  of  the  French  Ports,  are 
a  great  Difadvantage  to  them,  with  refpedt  to 
the  Hamburg  and  Northern  Trade:  And  in 
regard  to  the  Southern  and  We/i-Indies,  they 
are  not  better  fituated  j  and  are  not  near  fo 
7nany,  nor  fo  good  as  ours,  efpecially  if  we 
take  Ireland  into  the  Account.  They  have 
only  an  Advantage  with  refpedt  to  the  Medi- 
terranean. 

To 
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T  o  thcfe  Diiadvaiitages»  it  has  been  inti- 
mated, I  ought  totemttotioncd  their  many 
Holiday iy  on  which  they  miijl  not  moorh^  gsid 
their  pompom  Procejjlons^  which  draw  the  Peo- 
ple a  gazing  after  them. — The  Thought  did 
occur  to  me  before,  at  4he  Time  of  Avriting 
the  frfi  Edition  :    6'ut  I  /.•  /  it  then, 

and  now  beg  Leave  to  afiign  the  R6iWns; 
viz.  In  the  firft  Place,  thefe  Things  arc  ;greatly 
iveanng  off  in  France  every  Day;  fo  that  the 
Lofs  of  Time  is  not  fo  con/lderabU.  as  one 
may  imagine.  Secondly,  Allowing  that  ^Sw^ 
Time  is  Idled  away  during  thcfe  HoHdayBjand 
in  feeing  Proccflious,  ^r.  ilill, -if  ^fp;c;»ca(l  up 
the  Account  of  the  Time  and  illbw^j^-which  are 
^it  here  in>^EngLmd  by  all  fottsof  Mzm« 
fa&urers  in  Horfe- Races,  Cock-JlgbtlitgSyCncket'i 
Matches,  Bull-ial tings,  but  more  efpcciallv  in 
Mobbing  and  Ek^oneerlng,  (all  wKich^are 
not  in  France)  I  am  perfwadcd,^wc  (hall  find 
the  Advantage  gained  over  them,  on  theSoopd 
of  their  Holiclays  and  Proceflions,  t©^  none 
at  all ;  and  that  upon  comparing  both  ^Articki 
together,  tlie  Amount  of  the  DiMvAitaget 
will  be  found  to  be  gecatcr  on  our  Side,  cbin 
on  theirs. 


Thi 
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3^4  c 

fie  Principal  Advantages  of^ 
Great  Britain  with  refpeB  to 
Trade. 


I.rr^HE  natural  Froduce  and  Commodities 
\  of  the  Country  5  Corn,  Wool,  Lead, 
Tin,  Copper,  Coal,  Butter,  Cheefe,  Tallow, 
Leather.  —  All  which  are  not  to  be  found  in 
France y  in  that  Plenty  and  Abundance  they  are 
ki  England, 

c  IL  T^e  Number y  Goodnefsy  and  Situation  of 
0ur  Ports,  •—  Thofe  on  the  Wejlern  Side  of 
Great  Britain  (efpecially  if  we  reckon  Ire- 
land a  Part  of  ourfehesy  and  include  both 
Iflands  under  one  General  Interest, 
as  in  Reafon  and  Policy  we  ought  to  do)  are 
almoft  as  well  fituated  for  the  Southern  Trade, 
as  the  French  :  They  are  four  times  as  many 
in  Number,  and  much  better  for  Safety^  and 
Depth  of  Water,  And  as  to  the  North  and 
Baltick  Trade,  the  French  can  come  into  no 
Comparifon  with  ours. 

in.  Na-^ 
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III.  Nature  has  been  very  bountiful^  in  he»^ 
flowing  on  us  fucb  excellent  Fijkeries ;  particur 
larly  the  Herring-Fijljery^  on  the  Northern 
Coafts  of  Scotland^  and  the  Cod  on  the  South 
IVeJl  of  Ireland.  —  Thefe  great  Advantages  arc 
ahvays  in  our  Power  to  cultivate  and  improve^ 
And  it  is  our  Faulty  and"  our  Reproach^  that 
we  do  not, 

IV.  England  enjoys  another  Advantage 
bv  means  of  its  free  Government.  —  A  Mer- 
chant can  go  to  Law  with  the  Crown^  as  ea- 
fily  as  with  a  private  Subje<fl.  The  Judges 
are  for  the  Life  of  the  Prince  on  the  Throne^ 
and  confequently  not  under  the  immediate  In- 
fluence of  the  Court.  No  Man's  Perfon  can 
be  detained,  but  a  Reafon  muft  be  given,  and 
the  Matter  brought  to  an  open  Trial,  where 
his  Equals  are  to  be  his  Judges,  and  to  decide 
between  him  and  the  Crown,  whether  he  hath 
committed  an  Offence  againil  the  State,  or 
not. 

V.  Another  ineftimable  Blcfling,  ^nd  a 
great  Advantage,  confidered  merely  in  a  Conk- 
vicrcial  View,  is  the  Liberty  of  Cotifcience  %oe 
enjoy  in  thefe  Kingdoms.  —  Every  Man  is  per- 
mitted to  worlhip  God  in  the  Way  he  thinks  ' 
the  right  and  true^  without  Fear  or  Referve ; 
and  may  educate  his  Children  in  his  citv/  Reli^ 
gion,    Tlic  Ronmn  Cafhlicks  indeed  are  under 

F  foinc 
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fome  legal  Difcouragements :  But  it  is  plain, 
the  Legiflature  conlidered  them  rather  as  a 
Political^  than  a  Religions  Sed:,  when  thofe 
Laws  were  enaBed.  And  the  prefent  Govern- 
ment, by  its  Condud  towards  them,  has  given 
them  fufliciently  to  underftand.  That  they 
Hiall  not  be  difturbed  in  the  free  Exercife  of 
their  Religion,  provided  they  will  give  no  Dif- 
turbance  to  the  State  in  Civil  Affairs^  by  fiding 
with  its  Enemies .  This,  furely,  is  but  a  rea- 
Jonable  Demand  :  And  here  the  Matter  feems 
to  reft. 

VI.  England  has  always  enjoy'd  an  Ad- 
vantage in  Trade,  as  its  ManufaBurers  have 
ever  been  in  high  Repute  for  their  Skill  and 
Ingenuity.  — Our  Locks,  Chains,  Clock-work, 
Mathematical  Inftruments,  and  all  Sorts  of 
Cutlery  Ware,  far  exceed  all  others  at  this 
'Day,  and  are  defervedly  preferred  by  foreign 
Nations.  And  our  Sailors  are  confiderably 
fuperior  to  the  French,  in  their  Art  and  Dcx* 
terity.  .Jja 

VII.  E'fl^^A'ti'ti  enjo'y^a^Vcry  vifible  Ad- 
"vantage  ovev  France,  as  the  whole  Bulk  of  cur 
People  may  be  concerned  in  Trade,  if  they  plea fe, 
without  a?2y  Di [reputation  to  their  Fajnilits.—^ 
The  ProfefTibn  of  a  Merchant  is  efteemed  full 
as  honourable  as  that  of  an  Officer.  And  no 
"Man  need  leave  off  Trade,  when  he  finds 
himielf  rich,  •  in  order  to  be  re(pe(5ted  as  3 

Gentle- 
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pcntlcman.      It   is  likewiie   no  Scandal  for 
younger  Brothers  of  the  moft  anticnt  Families 

to  be  b.'wi  up  to  Tfcuic  arui  Bufinffi, 

VIII.  We  enjoy  a  fingular  Advantage  by 
QZtr  vaj]  Cohiics  on  tlje  Continent  0/ America.-^ 
From  Newfoundland  to  Georgia^  is  an  iniincnic 
Country 5  where  all  the  Inhabitants  do  ufc 
more  or  lefs  of  the  Growth  of  their  Mother 
Country;  and  England^  again,  receives  th.c 
Produce  and  Growth  of  theirs.  This  is  a 
mutual  Benefit,  and  flill  improvcable. 

IX.  The  IJland  of  'Jamaica  has  fome  Ad- 
vantages over  any  of  the  French  Iflands,  on 
Account  of  its  Situation,  to  carry  on  a  bene* 
ficial  Trade  with  the  Spanijh  Main  ;  the 
Sweets  of  which  have  been  fo  fufficiently  felt 
during  the  late  War,  as  to  need  no  farther 
Illuftration.  And  this  Ifland  is  capable  of 
great  Improvements  in  many  other  Refpe<5ls. 

X.  T  H  E  very  Wants  of  Great  Britain  in 
one  Refpedt,  might  be  turned  into  a  fingular 
Advantage  c^er  the  French  in  another.  . —  It 
is  certain,  France  cannot  carry  on  a  Trade  to 
mojl  Countries  with  that  Advantage  to  the 
Country  it  trades  with,  as  the  Englilh  can.  — 
For  Example ;  The  Englifi  can  trade  with 
the  Spaniards  to  m  u  t  u  Ai.  Advantage :  If  the 
Englijh  export  Cloth  and  Stuffs  to  Spain,  they 
can  take  off  Fruits,  Oil  and  Wine,  by  way 
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of  Barter.  Whereas  the  French  can  make  no 
ufe  of  thefe  Commodities,  having  fo  much  of 
their  own  Growth  both  to  ufe  and  to  [pare.  — 
A  Confideration  of  this  Nature,  well  timed, 
and  Jlrongly  urged,  might  have  a  good  Effect 
upon  the  SpaniJJ?  Court,  to  induce  them  to 
favour  the  Knglijh  Commerce,  and  difcounte- 
nance  the  French.  It  is  owing  to  the  fuccefi- 
fill  Application  of  Sir  Faiil  Methuen  on  this 
very  Head,  when  Envoy  to  the  Court  of 
Portugal^  that  the  Englijh  at  this  Day  enjoy 
the  whole  Trade  of  Portugal,  and  that  the 
French,  in  a  Manner,  are  excluded. 


1}>e  principal  Disadvantages  of 
Great  Britain  with  regard  to 

Trade. 

I.'  I  ^HEfirftand  capital  Difadvantage, 
j^  is  the  Want  of  Subordination  in  the 
lower  Clafs  of  People.  —This  is  attended  with 
dreadful  Confequences,  both  in  a  Commercial 
and  a  Moral  View.  If  they  are  fubjeB  to 
little  or  no  Controll,  tliey  will  run  into  Vice  : 
Vice  is  attended  with  Expe?ice,  which  muft 
be  fupported  either  by  an  high  Price  for  their 
Labour  J  or  by  Methods  Jii II  more  dtflruBive, 

The 
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The  End  of  all  is  Ponerty  and  Difeafe ;  and 
fo  they  become   a  loathjome  Burden  to  the 
Publick,     Nothing  is  more  vi/S/e,    than  the 
great  Difference  between  the  Morals  and  Induf- 
try  of  the  manuf a ff tiring  Poor  in  France,  and 
in  England.     In  the  former,  they  arc  fober^ 
frugal^  and  laborious :  they  marry,  and  have 
Flocks  of  Children^  wliom  they  bring  up  to 
Labour.     In  the  latter,  they  arc  given  up  to 
Drunkennefs    and  Debauchery :     The  Streets 
fvvarm  with  Projlitutes,  who  fpread  the  In- 
feSliony  till  they  are  carried  to  an  Hofpital^  or 
their  Grave,     Tlie  Men  are  as  bad  as  can  be 
defcribed  j  who  become  more  vitious,  more 
indigent  and  id/e^  in  proportion  to  the  Advance 
of  IVages,   and    tlie   Chcapnejs  of  Prrjifions, 
Great  Numbers  of  both  Sexes  never  working 
at  all,  while  they  have  any  thing  to  fpend  upon 
their  Vices. 

II.  The  prodigious  Expencc  of  EleSlioneer^ 
ingy  is  another  fatal  Stab  to  Trade  and  Induf- 
try.  —  It  is  not  only  fo  much  Money  fpent^ 
but  it  is  fpent  moftly  upon  Manufatlurers ; 
and  fo  it  gives  them  a  l^ajle  for  Idlenefs,  and 
brings  on  an  Habit  of  Drunkennefs,  and  Ex- 
travagance, The  Want  alfo  of  Subordination, 
juft  now  complained  of,  is  moftly  to  be  //;;- 
futcd  to  the  fame  Caufe,  as  it  fcts  them  abov:^ 
Controll,  frees  them  from  all  ReJ/niint,  and 
brings  down  the  Rich  to  pay  their  Court  to  them, 
contrary  to  ihcjuji  and  proper  Order  of  Society. 

III.   A.NOTHLR 
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III.  Another  very  great  Burden  on  th« 
Englijh  Commerce,  is  the  vajl  Numbers  of  Poor -, 
and  thofe  every  Day  tncreafing.  —  If  we  trace 
the  Matter  to  its  Fountain-head^  we  {hall  find 
it  to  be  owing  principally  to  the  fame  Caufes, 
viz.  EjleBioneering^  and  the  Want  of  Subordi- 
nation, And  if  a  Calculation  was  made  of  the 
Expences  of  RleBioneering^  and  the  ruinous, 
Confequences  of  it,  together  with  the  annual 
Poor  Tax,  I  am  very  fure  it  would  exceed,  in 
the  Proportion,  what  France  expends  in  main- 
taining Three  Hundred  Thoufand  Religious  of 
both  Sexes :  fo  that  we  gain  no  Advantage  over 
France  in  this  refpedt,  by  our  own  DiJJolute' 
nefs  and  ///  Management. 

IV.  Our  Trade  is  greatly  burthened  by  the 
"Nature  of  mofi  of  our  I'axes,  and  the  Manner 
of  Cclledlitjg  them.  ^  The  Cujioms  on  the 
Goods  imported,  make  thofe  Goods  come  much 
dearer  to  the  Confumer,  than  they  would  do, 
if  the  Confumer  himfelf  was  to  pay  the  Duty  : 
and  this  becomes  a  ftrong  temptation  to  our 
People  to  Smuggle.  The  Taxes  upon  the  Ne- 
ceff'aries  of  Life,  are  in  Fadt  fo  many  'Taxes 
upon  Trade  and  Indujiry.  And  fuch  muft  be 
accounted  the  Duties  upon  Soap,  Coal,  Candles^ 
Salt  and  Leather.  The  expenfive  Manner 
likewife  of  colleBing  them,  is  ftill  an  additional 
Difadvantage ;  fuch  as  the  Multiplication  and 
Splitting  oi  Offices,  F at ent-F laces.  Fees,  Sine^ 

CureSy 
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Curest  "Penfions,  6cc.  &c.  Thcfc  Things  indeed 
create  a  Dependence  upon  the  Court,  and  arc 
faid  to  ftrengthcn  the  Hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment; but  it'  they  do  fo  in  one  refpcdt,  they 
weaken  it  much  more  in  another.  They  give 
too  juji  Caufe  for  Complaint -,  the  hffi  Friends 
of  the  prefent  EAablirtiment  are  grieved  to  fee 
any  Meafures  whicli  they  cannot  *vinJicate» 
Repeated  Murmurs,  where  there  is  a  real 
Foundation  for  them,  naturally  tend  ioalienate 
the  Affe^iom  of  the  Bulk  of  the  People ^  which 
tf^ovt'tf// Things  fliould  he  guarded  againft  j  bc- 
caufe  in  Times  ot  adiual  Danger,  it  is  the  People, 
and  not  Place- Men  and  Penjianers^  vt)\ocxnfave 
the  Government,  and  oppofe  themfelves  againll 
the  Invafwns  of  Foreign,  or  the  InfurrcBions  of 
Domeflick  Enemies.  As  was  plainly  fccn  in 
the  Cafe  of  the  late  Rebellion, 

V.  The  great  Number  of  Smugglers  in 
England,  are  of  infinite  Detriment  toTrade.-^ 
They  carry  nothing  but  Bullion,  or  JVool  out 
of  the  Kingdom,  and  return  mollly  with  the 
Commodities  of  France.  They  arc  the  necef 
fary  Caufe  of  creating  many  Offices,  main* 
taining  Sloops,  Smacks,  &c.  to  guard  a;Tainft 
them  ;  and  they  furnirti  a  Pretence  for  adding 
many  more.  Thus  they  become  doubly  Mit- 
chievous.  They  tempt  others  to  do  the  //i.\ 
ibr  fear  of  being  ruined  in  their  lawful  Trades 
by  being  underjold.  The  Pradlicc  of  Smug- 
gling debauches  the  Morals  of  iht  common 

People, 
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People,  it  leads  them  into  Perjury^  and  tutors 
them  up  in  all  Vice  and  Extravagance.  So  many 
Expenccs  incurred,  fo  many  Deficiencies  in  the 
'Revenue^  muft  be  made  up  fome  other  Way ; 
that  is,  by  Duties  not  fo  liable  to  be  embezzled. 
And  therefore  Fa(5t  it  is,  That  every  Man  in 
paying  Taxes  for  Ln?id,  &c.  pays  for  the  Da- 
mage done^  or  caufed  by  Smuggling.  ,  And  yet 
////  there  is  a  proper  Subordination  introduced, 
and  the  Salification  for  Foting  fbmetliing  al- 
tered from  what  it  is  at  prefetit,  it  is  eafy  to 
fee,  there  never  can  be  any  effeSlual  Qm^  for 
this  grooving  Evil.  Smugglers  are,  for  the  moil 
part.  Inhabitants  of  Boroughs  and  T'ow7is  Cor^ 
porate:  They,  or  their  Relations,  Friends, 
Dealers,  Acquaintance,  &c.  are  Voters: 
And Verbum  fat  fapicfiti. 

VI.  Our  Mo7iopolieSy  publick  Companies^  and 
Corporate  Charters^  are  the  Bafie  and  De/lruc- 
tion  of  a  free  Trade.  — By  the  Charter  of  the 
Eaji-India  Company,  at  lead  Ni?ie  T'koufand 
'Nine  Hundred  and  Ninety  Nine  Britifij  Sub- 
iedts,  out  of  Ten  Thoufandy  ivithoiit  having 
committed  any  Fault  to  de/erve  fuch  a  Funif>- 
ment^  are  excluded  from  trading  any  w^here  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  By  the  Charter 
of  the  T^urky  Company  a  Uke^  or  a  greater 
Number,  are  excluded  from  having  any  Com- 
merce with  the  whole  T'urkijii  Empire.  The 
HudfQn'%  Bay  Company  engrofj'es  all  the  Purr 
Trade  with  the /W///w,in.a.n  Extent  of  Coun- 
try 


h 


An  essay   on    TRADE.      4r 

try  almoft  as  large  as  half  Europe.  Thus  the 
Intcreft  of  NincThoufand  Nine  Hundred  and 
Ninety  Nine  Fellow- Subje^fts,  \%  facriRcedy  in  io 
many  Refpcds,  for  the  Sake  of  a  nngle  One. 
The lohole^zxxovx  fuft'ers  in  itsCommerce,  and  is 
debarred  trading  to  more  than  three  Fourthi  of 
the  Globe,  to  enrich  a  few  rapacious  Diredors.  • 
They  get  wealthy  the  very  fame  Way  by  which' 
the  Fuhlick  becomes  poor^  viz,  i/l.  By  ex- 
porting Jwall  ^laJitities  of  our  o^wn  Manufac-^ 
tureSy  in  order  to  have  an  exorbitant  Profit  j 
and  2^/)',  by  importing  but  a  few  of  the  raw 
Mater i ah  o{ foreign  Countries,  that  they  may 
have  the  higher  Price  for  what  they  bring 

home. A  double  Mifchief !  equally  fatal  to 

the  Community,  both  by  the  SmaUncfs  of  their 
Exports  and  Imports. 

And  as  to  corporate  Charters,  and  Compa^ 
nies  of  Trades,  they  are  likewilb  (o  many  Mo- 
nopolies in  the  Places  to  which  they  belongs  to 
the  great  Detriment  of  ;w//o/w/ Commerce.— 
To  convince  any  one  of  this,  Let  him  but 
fuppofe  a  Set  of  Town  and  Country  Butchers 
frequenting  the  fame  Market  j  and  that  the 
Country  Butchers  were  excluded  for  a  Market 
or  two  J  would  not  the  Town  Butchers  raife 
their  Price  ?  /.  e.  put  all  their  fellow  Citizens 
under  Contribution,  by  means  of  this  Priiileget 
And  doth  not  every  other  Companv  the  fame 
in  all  Things  they  fell  ?  Ai.d  what  is  the  Con- 

fequence  ? A  general  DearnefB  among  one 

G  another, 
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another,  which  mufl  light  at  laji  upon  the 
Foreigji  Trade,  arid  therefore  diminijh  the 
^antity  to  be  exported. 

VII.  Our  Imprudence  and  NarroW'fpirit ' 
ednefs  in  not  ifiviti?ig  Foreigners  to  fettle 
among  Us,  is  another  material  Difadvantage  to 
the  EtJgliJJj  Trade.  —  Foreigners  can  never  get 
rich  in  a  ftrange  Country,  but  by  working 
cheaper  or  better  than  the  Natives.  And  if 
they  do  fo,  though  Individuals  may  Ju^er, 
tlie  Fublick  is  certainly  a  Gainer  -,  as  there  is 
{<i  much  Merchandize  to  be  exported  upon 
cheaper  Terms,  or  fo  much  faved  to  the  Mer- 
chant, whereby  he  may  afford  to  export  the 
cheaper.  Not  to  mention,  That  by  this 
means  the  Price  of  Labour  is  continually  beat 
doivn,  Combijiations  of  'Journeymen  againft  their 
Mafters  are  prevented,  Induftry  is  encouraged, 
and  an  Emulation  excited:  All  which  are 
greatly  for  the  Fublick  Good. 

:  Besides,  a  Foreigner  jufl  efcaped  from 
Slavery  and  Opprejfion^  when  he  gets  rich  in  a 
Land  of  Liberty  and  Flenty,  is  not  likely  to 
return  home,  but  will  fettle  among  Us,  and 
become  one  of  ourfelvcs,  with  his  whole  Fa- 
mily. And  what  are  al l  Englifimen  but  the 
Dejce?idants  of  Foreigners  "^  In  (hort,  it  is  the 
f:me  weak  Policy  to  prevent  Foreigners  fettle- 
ing  among  us,  as  it  is  in  the  Poor  about 
London^  to  oppofe  the  Wclfl:  and  Irijli  coming 

up 
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up  to  work  in  the  Gardens ^  and  cairv  in  the 
Harveji  ;  not  confulcrinq,  that  if  the  Gardener 
or  Farmer  cannot  have  nis  Work  done  cheap, 
he  canmt  afford  to  fell  the  Garden- Stu^ 
Bread,  &c.  cheap  to  thcni.  So  that  they 
their.felvcs  find  their  Account  in  the  Cheap- 
nefs  of  the  Labour  of  thefe  Perfons.  Indeed  tnc 
Ev.gUp^  fliould  give  more  Encouragement,  if 
poHible,  to  Strangers  than  France  doth,  as  for 
many  other  Realons,  fo  particularly  for  this. 
That  the  Flemipy  Germans,  Swtfs,  Piedmontife^ 
Italians,  &c.  can  arrive  at  moft  of  the  Manu* 
fadhiring  Towns  in  France  at  a  trifling  Ex- 
pence  }  whereas  the  long  Journey  from  their 
own  Country,  and  the  Pajfage  over  into  Eng" 
land,  are  a  very  great  Difcouragcmcnt  to  Fo- 
reign Manufadlurers  to  come  to  fettle  here. 

VIII.  Our  ill  judged  Policy,  and  unnatural 
yealoujy  in  cramping  the  Commerce  and  Manu^ 
faBitres  of  Ireland,  is  another  very  great 
Bar  againft  extending  our  Trade.  —  This  is  k 
moft  unaccountable  Infatuation,  which  has 
not  the  Shadow  of  2^fuhlick  and  naticnalKc^f 
fon  to  defend  it.  For  if  Ireland  gets  rich, 
what  is  the  Confequcnce?  England  will  be 
rich  too,  and  France  will  be  the  poorer.  The 
Wool  which  is  now  Smuggled  from  *  Ireland 
G  2  into 

•  A  Clergyman,  whofc  Living  is  in  the  // v/f  of  Ir*- 

hmd^  aflurcd  mc.    That  juft  after  the  Pcacc^  the  /AW 

Smugglers  of  his  Parifti,  got  upwards  of  50  per  Ctnt.  hy 

'  the  Wool  they  fold  to  the  French.  —  Aa  long  as  thU  » 

the 
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into  France,  and  manufactured  there,  2iX\Afrom 
thence  fent  to  oppofe  our  own  Commodities  at 
foreign  Markets,  would  be  manufadiured  in 
Ireland ;  the  French  would  hofe  the  Benefit  of 
It,  the  Irifi  would  get  it :  —  the  Rents  of  the 
Eflates  in  Ireland  would  rife  j  and  then  the 
Money  would  foon  find  its  way  into  Fngland, 
Befides,  the  Iriflo  might  be  incorporated  into 
the  Englijh  Parliament,  and  make  one  Nation 
with  ourfclves,  bearing  an  equal  Share  of 
Taxes,  and  fo  eafing  England  at  the  fame  Time 
that  Ireland  is  enriched.  But  more  of  this 
hereafter. 

IX.  Waut  of  a  lefs  expenjive  Way  of  Re^ 
pairing  cur  Roads  >  Want  of  more  Narvigable 
Rivers  and  Canals,  are  a  very  great  Difadvan- 
tage  to  England,  in  Comparifon  oi  France, ~^ 
Every  one  muft  be  fenfible  of  the  heavy  Tax, 
which  fo  many  Turnpikes  lay  upon  Trade ; 
and  how  bad  even  the  Turnpike  Roads  are  in 
many  Parts  of  the  Country,  diftant  from  hon- 
don.  We  have  no  Canals  to  open  a  Commu- 
nication between  City  and  City,  River  and 
River,  though  our  Country  is  much  better 
adapted  for  them  than  France, 

X.  We 

the  Cafe,  Laws  and  ReJiriSiions  will  fignify  nothing.  If 
we  have  a  Mind  to  prevent  the  Irijh  fending  their  Wool 
to  France i  we  muft  make  it  their  Interest  to  keep 
it  at  home ;  which  can  never  be  done,  but  by  permitting 
them  to  fnanufaSfure  it  tbemfelvcs,  and  export  it  to  an^ 
Market  they  can. 
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X.  We  labour  under  a  very  mat  Diiad- 
vantage,  as  mofl  of  our  Leeward  JflanJs  are 
now  ivGrn  out^  and  indeed  were  never  fo  fer- 
tile, or  of  fo  lajling  a  Soil  as  the  French ;  there- 
fore they  require  a  greater  Expcncc  to  culti- 
vate them  :  So  that  our  Sugars  muft  come  the 
dearer  to  Europe,  Beiides,  as  we  ufe  fo  much 
for  Home  Confumption,  we  have  the  Lcfs  to 
fpare  for  foreign  Markets. 

XI.  England  labours  under  a  peculiar 
Difadvantage  in  Comparifon  to  France^  as  its 
Colonies  are  not  fo  much  under  tt>e  Command  of 
their  Mother  Country ^  nor  fo  Jiudious  of  her 
Welfare.  —  In  many  of  thefc  Colonics  Jeveral 
^anu&(5lures  are  fet  up,  and  more  intended  to 
be  erected,  which  will  greatly  interfere  with 
the  Trade  of  England,  And  we  mufl  cxpe^ 
that  this  Evil  will  not  decreafe,  but  increafi 
by  Time,  unlefs  an  efFedual  Method  can 
fpcedily  be  put  in  Practice,  to  divert  the 
Thoughts  of  our  American  Colonics  from 
thefe  Purfuits,  to  (bme  others,  equally  fervice^ 
able  to  them^  and  lefs  detrimental  to  us.  Be- 
iides, they  not  only  fet  up  Manufadures  of 
their  own  in  Oppofition  to  ours,  but  they 
purchafe  thofe  Luxuries  and  Refinements  of 
Living  from  Foreigners^  which  we  could y«r- 
nifi  them  with.  It  is  computed,  that  ihcjr 
(^rc  fupplied  wilh  at  Icall  one  third  of  thclc 

Articles 
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Articles  from  foreign  Nations  j  amongfl  whom 
the  French  come  in  for  the  greatefi  Share. 

XII.  We  alfofufFer  a  further  Inconvenience 
in  not  in'diting  Foreigners  to  travel  into  Eng- 
land, and  fpend  their  Money  among  Us  j  and 
in  being  too  Jond  of  travelling  ourfelves.-^\t  is 
certain,  England  has  as  many  Curiofities  for  a 
Foreigner  to  obferve,  as  any  Country  in  the 
World  :  The  whole  Ifland,  and  every  thing 
belonging  to  it,  being  in  many  Refped:s  dif- 
ferent  from   the  Continent,  and  worthy  the 

Attention  of  a  Stranger.  And  even  as  to  fine 
Paintings,  original  Statues,  and  Antiques,  we 
have  prodigious  Colledtions  of  them  in  private 
Hands,  though  little  known  even  to  our  own 
Countrymen,  for  want  of  a  publick  and  gene- 
ral Catalogue.  Moreover,  our  Englijh  Tra- 
vellers in  France  and  Italy,  are  continually 
making  new  Colle6tions  in  order  to  carry 
home  and  embellifli  their  own  Country.  And 
yet  our  Gentry  are  (o  Jhy  to  Strangers,  the 
Servants  exped:  fo  much  Vails,  and  the  com- 
mon People  are  fo  rude  and  affronting,  that 
very  few  care  to  travel  in  fuch  a  Country. 

XIII.  The  high  Price  of  Labour  is  ano- 
ther ififuperable  Bar  to  a  large  Trade.  —  The 
Caufes  of  which  are  fuch  as  have  been  af- 
figned  already,  viz.  Rledlioneering  —  the  cor- 
rupt Morals  of  the  People  —  Taxes  on  the 

Necejfariei 
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Neceffarics  of  Life  — Monopolies^  pubfick  Com- 
panies,  and  corporate  Charters  of  trades, 

XIV.  We  fuffcr  a  very  great  Detriment 
through  the  JVant  of  Publick  InfpeQors^  to  fee 
that  our  Manufacturers  produce  every  Thing 
good  in  its  Kind',  that  they  give  good  Weight 
and  Meafure,  and  fold  the  worfe  Side  outer- 
mofi.  And  what  is  ftill  worfe,  where  fuch 
have  been  appointed,  they  have  degenerated, 
through  fome  unhappy  Abufe,  fo  far  as  to 
increafe  the  Evil  they  were  intended  to  cor  reef. 

XV.  Add  to  all  thcfe,  the  Difcourage" 
ments  and  Oppofitiom  which  the  moft  generous 
Scheme  will  too  often  meet  with  from  felf- 
interejled  and  defigning  Men,  who  pen)ert  the 
invaluable  Bleifing  of  Liberty  and  2^  free  Con* 

Jlitution  to  fome  of  the  worft  of  Purpofes.  In 
a  defpotick  Kingdom,  the  Miniftry  have  none 
to  (^pofe  them  in  their  good  Defigm  :  But 
among  us,  let  their  Plan  be  ever  fo  well  cal- 
culated for  the  Publick  Good,  yet  if  it  claflics 
with  the  private  Intercft  of  any  particuLir 
Pcrfons,  trading  Companies,  or  Borougbf,  (au 
it  necclTarily  fnujl  do)  then  it  is  oppofed,  un- 
der various  Pretences,  by  the  united  Force  of 

falfe  Patriots,  who  inflame  the  Populace  with 
JVords  and  Nanus,  and  blacken  and  mifreprc^ 

fent  the  bejl  Dcfigns  in  the  moft  malrjoUnt 
manner. 

Besides, 
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Besides,  in  an  abfolute  Government, 
there  is  no  Poffibility  of  gaining  Preferment 
by  making  one's  felf  formidable  to  the  Mi- 
niftry.  Whereas  in  England^  it  is  the  fure 
Road  io  it.  A  bold  plaufible  Speaker  in  the 
Houfe  embaraffes  the  Schemes  of  the  Minif- 
try,  not  becaufe  he  thinks  them  wrongs  but 
becaufe  he  expeds  to  be  bought  off  by 
a  Place^  or  a  Penfion,  A  News- Writer,  or  a 
Pamphleteer,  puts  every  Meafure  of  the  Coui  t 
in  the  moft  odious  Light,  in  order  to  make 
his  Paper  fell  the  better^  or  to  be  thought 
confiderable  enough  to  be  retained  on  their 
Side. 

O  N  the  other  hand, '  tli^"Mniftf y  are  too 
apt  to  endeavour  to  quajh  a  Motion,  not  be- 
caufe it  was  a  bad  one,  but  becaufe  it  came 
from  the  Party  in  the  Oppojition.  A  good 
Motion,  a  publick-fpirited  and  generous  Pro- 
pofal,  would  raife  the  Credit  of  the  Authors 
of  them  too  high  with  the  People^  were  they 
carried  into  Execution,  to  the  Detriment  of 
the  Minijlry.  Therefore  falus  s  u  i,  not  fa" 
lus  P  o  p  u  L I  fiiprema  hex  ejlo. 

Thus  it  is  on  both  Sides  :  And  an  honeft 
well-meaning  Perfon,  whofe  Views  are  fingle, 
and  who  is  confcious  to  himfelf  of  no  other 
Attachment  but  the  Good  of  his  Country ,  can- 
not 
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not  but  lament  thcfe  pemicioui  Evils.—  And 
the  more  fo,  as  he  mud  defpatr  of  feeing  them 
efFe(5tually  remvoed  or  cured^  without  intro- 
ducing ivorfe  Evils  in  their  ftead,  —  unlcfs 
Men  were  much  honejler,  and  more  upright 
than  they  are ;  which,  it  is  to  be  feared,  i$ 
not  likely  to  be  foon  the  Cafe, 
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CERTAIN 

PROPOSALS 

For   remedying   many  of  the  above-. 
mentioned    Inconveniencies"; 
and  retrieving  the  Trade  and 
^Credit  (j/'Great  Britain. 


(M^m 


I.    PROPOSAL. 

0  alter  the  Ratification  of  Vot- 
ings and  to  uttroduce  ajufi  Sub- 
ordination among  the  People.  — 
When  *  Forty  Shillings  a  Year 
was  fixed  upon  as  a  Standard 
for  a  Voting  Freeholder,  it  was 
certainly  more  than  an  Equivalent  to  Hwenty 
Pounds  per  Ann.  of  modern  Rent.     Suppofe, 

now, 

*  The  very  Recital  of  the  Statute,  which  afcertained 
the  Qualification  of  Voting-Freeholders,  is  the  beft  Proof 
of  the  Rcafonablcnefs  and  Neceifity  of  what  is  here  pro- 
pofed. 
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now,  that  I'wenty  Pounds  per  Ann,  was  the 

requifite  Sum  for  a  Freeholder,  and  Two  Hun- 

drtd 

•*  jfnno  o£iavo  Henrici  VL  cap.  7. 
JVbat  Sorts  tf  Mtn  Jhall  bt  ChMftn^  andwhoJbaU  I* 
chofcn  Knirhti  of  tht  rarliamtnt. 
*  Whereas  the  Elcdions  of  Knights  of  Shirct,  to 

*  come  to  the  Parliament  of  our  Lord  the  King,  innu- 

*  ny  Counties  of  the  Realme  of  England^  have  aoiu  of 

*  late  been  made  h^  very  great  ourageous  and  excejUhfeSunf 

*  her  of  People,  dwelling  within  the  fame  Counties  of 

*  the  Realme  of  England^  of  the  which  mod  Part  was 

*  of  People  of  fmall  Suhjiancty  and  tf  no  Value ^  whereof 

*  every  of  them  pretended  a  Voice  equivalent  as  to  fuch 
«  Elections  to  be  made,  with  the  moft  worthy  Knights 

*  and  Efquires  dwelling  within  the  faid  Counties,  where- 

*  by  Maiijlaughter^  Riots,  Batteries,  and  Divijions  among 
*■  the  Gentlemen  and  other  People  6f  the  fame  Counties 
*■  fhall  very  likely  rife  and  be,  uniciTc  convenient  and  due 

*  Remedy   be  provided  in   this  Behalf:  Our  Lord  the 

*  King  confidering  the  Prcmifcs,  hath  provided,  ordain- 
*■  ed  and  eflabliOicd,   by  Authority  of  this  prcfent  Parlia- 

*  mcnt,  that  the  Knights  of  the  iih\xc%  to  be  chofen  with- 

*  in  the  fame  Realme  of  England,  to  come  to  the  Par- 

*  liaments  of  our  Lord  the  King,  hereafter  to  be  holden^ 

*  (hall  be  chofen  in  every  County  of  the  Realme  of  Eng- 
*■  land,hy  People  dwelling  and  refident  in  the  fameCoun- 

*  ties,  whereof  every  one  of  them  fhall  have  Land  or 
'  Tenement,  to  the  Value  of  Forty  Shillings  by  the  Tear 
*■  at  leajl^  above  all  Charges ;  and  that  they  which  (hall 
<  be  fo  chofen,  (hall  be  dwelling  and  refident  within  the 

*  fame  Counties Provided  alwavs,  that  be 

*  which  cannot  expend  FortySbillings  by  the  lear^as  afort 

*  Is  faid^  (hall  in  no  wife  be  Ckoofer  of  the  Knights  for  the 

*  Parliament.' 

Hfi  R  E  we  find  the  fame  Caufe  tending  to  produce  the 
fame  EfFcdl  in  former  Times,  as  in  the  prefent  Only 
there  is  this  Difference,  that  the  Evil  could  not  be  near 
fo  great  then,  ai  now  i  becaufe  the  common  People  were 

H  3  ufcd 
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dred  Pounds  Stock  in  Trade  for  a  Tradefman, 
to  qualify  them  to  vote ;  the  immediate  Con- 
fequence  would  neceflarily  be,  that  the  Manu- 
fadturing  Part  of  our  Nation  would  not  be 
called  from  their  Work,  to  run  roving  after 
every  Eledtioneering  :  A  proper  Subordination 
would  be  efFedlually  introduced :  The  Laws 
againft  Idlenefs  and  Debauchery  might  be  exe- 
cuted-y  and  Smuggling  in  a  great  meafure  fup- 
prejjed:  And  all  this  without  running  the  Rijk 
of  difobliging  fuch  Voters,  and  lojing  theirVotes. 
Moreover,  when  Things  were  put  upon  fuch 
a  Footing,  it  would  be  a  Matter  of  Honour  and 
Reputation  to  have  a  Vote ;  and  confequently, 
the  Voter  would  pique  himfelf  more  upon  his 
Integrity  and  Uncorruptnefs^  than  he  now  doth. 
He  would  be  above  th^t  Bribery  and  Corrup- 
tioJt,  which  appear  fo  openly  and  avowedly  on 
all  Sides,  at  prefent,  throughout  the  Kingdom. 
Likewife  a  Spirit  of  Emulation  and  Indufiry 
would  be  excited  -,  and  the  Privilege  of  Voting 
would  become  a  laudable  Inducement  to  every 
Artificer,  (not  to  get  Drunk,  or  to  take  a  pal- 

ufed  to  much  greater  Subordination,  and  the  Trade  of  the 
Kingdom  was  very  inconfiderable,  confequently  could  not 
have  fuffered  by  it  in  any  Degree  to  what  it  doth  at  prefent. 
And  yet,  if  fuch  were  the  Reafons  which  induced  the  Le- 
giflature  to  pafs  the  above-recited  Act  at  that  Time,  how 
much  more  Reafon  have  we  to  follow  their  Example  now  ? 
—  The  prefent  Value  of  i^cr/y  S hillings,  is  not  a  tenth 
Part  of  what  they  intended :  Therefore,  if  we  would  keep 
up  to  the  Spirit  and  Meaning  of  this  Law,  we  fhould  at 
lead  fix  the  Qualification  at  Tuinty  Pounds  per  Annum. 

try 
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try  Bribe^  as  at  prefcnt  is  the  Cafe)  but<o  hefru- 

fal  ^ndf living,  in  order  to  mifc  himfclf  to  the 
)egree  of  a  P'otfr.  And  many  Artificers  might 
accomplilh  this  by  a  few  Tears  Induftry  alter 
they  are  fet  up.  The  Number  alfo  of  the 
Poor  would  confequcntly  be  leffened ;  the  Price 
of  Labour  reduced  j  and  the  Perfons  tJiemfelvcs, 
who  would  be  debarred  of  Voting  by  fuch  a 
fuppofed  Bill,  much  happier,  much  richer^ 
and  quieter  than  they  now  are.  Add  to  this. 
That  a  Militia  for  Land  Service,  and  a  Regi/ier 
for  the  Sea  Service,  might  then  be  introduced, 
if  it  was  judged  expedient  ;  whereas  at  prefent 
it  is  impraBicable 'y  becaulc  fuch  a  Power, 
wherever  lodged,  would  infallibly  be  applied 
to  the  bad  Purpofes  oi itifluencing  Votes  at  the 
Time  of  Eledtions. 

IL     PROPOSAL. 

T  o  eredt  certain  Courts  in  all  manufaftur- 
ing  Places  of  the  Kingdom,  where  the  chief 
Dealers  themlelves  (hall  petition  for  them,  with 
tJie  Title  of*GuARDiANS  of  the  Morals  of 

the 

•  The  Complaints  againfl  the  Morals  of  the  manu- 
fadluring  Poor  become  louder  every  Day,  and  certain- 
ly demand,  if  any  thing  doth,  the y^riW  Attention  of  the 
LeglJIature.  Combinatiom  of  Journeymen  to  extort  ex- 
orbitant Wages.  — This  Money  fpcnt  in  Drunktnutfi 
and  Debauchery,  fo  that  they  are  the  P—rtr  rather  than 
the  Richer  at  the  ff^eek's  End,  by  the  advanced  Price, — 
their  Unfaithfulnefi  to  their  7r<j/?,  —  the  Badiuft  of  iIkit 
Work,  whenever  their  Mafters  have  a  great  DamuU,  and 

dare 
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the  manitfaBuring  Poor.  Perhaps  fomething 
to  the  following  Effedt,  might  fuggeft  Hints 
to  be  improved  upon. 

The 

dare  not  turn  them  off,  —  the  increaftng  Number  of  the 
Poor  J  thefe,  and  many  other  Articles  of  the  like  Nature, 
are  the  Complaints  ya/?/y  made  on  this  Head. 

A  certain  very  ingenious  Gentleman,  and  himfelf  a 
great  Manufadturer  in  the  Clothing  Way,  has  attended 
to  them  with  great  Afliduity ;  and  is  engaged  in  a  Scheme 
which  he  intends  to  exhibit  to  the  'Publick,  of  a  very 
fingular  Nature,  for  the  Reformation  of  thefe  Abufes. 
He  has  carefully  obferved,  That  in  exceeding  dear  Years, 
when  Corn  and  Provifions  are  at  an  extravagant  Price, 
then  the  Work  is  heji  and  cheapeji  done  :  —  but  that  in 
cheap  Years,  the  Manufacturers  are  idle.  Wages  high, 
and  Work  ///  done.  He  has  carried  thefe  Obfervations 
through  many  Years  back;  and  confirmed  them  by  the 
Teftimony  of  feveral  great  Writers  upon  Trade. 

Therefore  he  infers.  That  the  high  Duties,  Tax- 
es, and  Excifes  upon  the  Neceflaries  of  Life,  are  fo  far 
from  being  a  Difadvantage  to  Trade,  as  Things  are  cir- 
cumftanced  among  Us,  that  they  are  eventually  the  chief 
Support  of  it :  — and  ought  to  be  higher  Jlill,  in  order  to 
oblige  the  Poor  either  to  Work  or  Starve. 

Some  Things  may  certainly  be  (liid  in  favour  of  this 
Scheme.  But  an  humane  and  compaffionate  Man  can- 
not but  be  forry,  to  fee  the  Morals  of  the  Poor  fo  very 
corrupt ^  as  to  oblige  any  one  to  think  of  fuch  an  Expe- 
dient. In  the  mean  Time,  as  much  may  be  faid  agauift 
it ;  and  as  it  would  involve  the  Innocent  as  well  as  the 
Guilty  in  the  fame  Puniftiment ;  perhaps  fome  other  Ex- 
pedients would  better  anfwer  the  good  End  propufcd, 
and  not  be  liable  to  the  fame  Objedions.  If  the  Quali- 
fication for  Voting  was  fettled  as  in  the  Jirjl  PropoHil,  and 
Court  Guardians  erected,  as  propofed  in  this ;  and  Fo- 
reign Manufacturers  naturaUzed,  in  order  to  keep  down 

the 
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The  Salifications  of  each  Member  of  this 
Court  to  be  as  follows;  i//,  That  he  employs 
not  Icfs  than  twenty  MaQufa(fhireR  on  his  own 
yJccount^  tlie  greater  Part  of  the  Year.  By 
this  Regulation,  the  moft  eminent,  as  well  as 
the  molt  concerned,  will  be  the  only  Pcrfons 
admitted.  2dly,  That  each  Member  fub- 
fcribes  a  certain  Sum,  fuppofe  two  Guineas  at 
leaft,  every  Year  towards  the  good  Purpofcs 
hereafter  to  be  mentioned :  but  that  they  be 
admitted  to  receive  the  Legacies  and  Dona- 
tions of  others.  3^/^',  That  each  Member  be 
a  married  Man,  in  order  to  fet  the  good  Ex- 
ample here  recommended. 

The  Aim  of  this  Court  to  be,  To  difcou- 
rage  Vice,  Idlenefs  and  Debauchery,  —  and  to 
encourage  Induftry,  Probity  and  Fidelity,  in  the 
lower  Clafs  of  People. 

The  Means  to  efFeduate  thcfc  good  De- 
figns,  with  great  Submiilion,  perhaps  may  be 
as  follows ; 

ly?,  By 

the  Price  of  Labour,  and  prevent  any  Combinations 
among  our  own  People,  (as  ihall  be  mentioned  iq  a  fuc- 
ceeding  Propofal)  perhaps  the  Morals  of  our  Poor  would 
be  as  unexceptiunabie,  and  the  Price  of  Labour  as  cheap, 
as  in  any  otlicr  trading  Country. 

Bur  which  ever  Scheme  is  right,  or  if  neither  are,  the 
Affair  itfclf  defcrvcs  the  moft  ferious  Regard  of  every 
one,  who  wifhcs  well  both  to  the  Souls  and  Bodits  of 
his  Fellow  Creatures,  and  the  Good  of  bis  Cumtrj, 


56     An   essay   on   TRADE. 

i/?,  B  Y  remoijing  all  T'emptatlons,  as  much 
as  poffible,  out  of  the  Way ;  to -which  End, 
this  Court  Guardian  fhall  have  x\\Qfole  Ponver 
oi  judging.  How  many  Alehoufesy  &c.  are  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  licenfed  in  their  refpedrive  Dif- 
tFi<fts  :  that  is.  They  fhall  not  have  a  Power  to 
exceed  the  Number  allowed  by  the  Juftices, 
but  to  lejfen  them  as  much  as    they  pleafe. 
Neither   {hall  they  have  the  Power  to  nomi- 
nate  the  Perfons  to  be  Rcenfed  \  but  after  they 
have  delivered  in  their  Lifts,  the  Juftices  fhall 
nominate,  —  unlefs  the  Juftices  delay  to  do  it 
for  a  Month  after  Delivery  :  in  fuch  Cafe,  they 
fhall  be  impowered  to  nominate  therrifelves. 
They  fhall  like  wife  have  the  Power  of  levy- 
ing a  certain  Fine  by  Diftrefs  of  Goods,  or  in 
Default  of  tliat  {hall  inflift  corporal  Punifh- 
ment,    on   all  Perfons  wlio  keep  Cock-Pit s^^ 
Skittle-Allies,  and  all  fuch  Places  for  the  Refort 
of  thecommonPeople,  within  their  Diflrid:;  alfo 
thofe  who  fet  up  Stages  for  Cudgel- Playing,&cc.  or. 
Booths  for  Horfe  Races,  or  bring  Liquors,  Cakes, 
Fruit,  or  any  like  Temptations,  to  draw  People 
together.     They  {hall  alfo  be  impowered  to 
expel  out  of  their  Diftridt,  all  fuch  common 
People  as  cannot  give  a  good  Account  of  them- 
felves,  by  what  means  they  fubflft;  and  fhall 
particularly  be  enabled  to  remove  fuch  fFomen^ 
as  are  fufpeBed  to  have  a  bad  CharaBer,  un- 
lefs they  can  clear  themfelves  from  the  Im- 
putation, by  the  Oaths  of  three  at  leaft  of 

their 
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their  Neighbours  of  good  SMa/jCfund  Rfftde^ 
that  they  believe  them  to  be  innocent  ot  th-j 
Charge,  and  cftecm  than  to  be  hmnej},  cbaJU^ 
and  Jober  Perfons. 

idly^  These  Courts  Guardiiins  ftiall  endea- 
vour to  encourage  Iriduftry,  Probity,  and  pra/di- 
dl  Religion,  by  the  following  Methods-,  "ciz.  By 
allowing  Forty  Shillings  apiece  to  any  young 
Couple  going  to  be  married,  that  can  make  it 
appear  by  the  Teftimony  of  their  Maflers,  that 
they  have  faved  Three  Pounds  and  upwards, 
by  working  in  their  Service  j  and  have  behaved 
well.  If  each  ot  thcle  can  produce  fuch  a 
Charadter,  then  this  Forty  Shillings  to  be 
made  Four  Pounds.  But  not  to  be  paid  till  a 
Year  and  a  Day  after  Marriage,  during  which 
time  they  are  ftill  to  behave  well.— By  allow- 
ing alfo  fomething  difcretionally  to  thofe,  who 
are  over-burdened  with  large  Families,  or  arc 
Sick,  whofe  Charadlers  are  known  to  be  good: 
—By  prefenting  alfo  a  few  good  Books,  to 
the  remarkably  diligent  and  induftrious,  Sup- 
pofe  thefe  were  the  Bible,  and  GaJlrePs  Chnf- 
tian  Inftitutes  j  which  arc  Books  that  no  Per- 
fons of  ever  (b  different  Religious  Pcrfwafions 
can  objedt  to.  If  thefe  were  neatly  Bound,  gilt 
on  the  Back  and  Leaves,  with  a  Cloth  Cafe, 
and  had  ftampt  on  one  Side  in  Gold  Letters, 
The  Hand  ok  the  Diligfnt  makbtm  Riciii 
And  on  the  Other, 

To  THE  PRAJSl  or  THIM  THAT  00  WtlL  ; 

I  they 
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they  would  be  kept  as  Family  "Pieces^  and  Tr<?- 
phi€s ;  and  might  excite  the  fame  laudable 
Emulation  in  their  Pojlerity,  which  it  had  done 
in  tbemfelves. 

N.  B.  The  Diftrid  here  fo  often  mention- 
ed, is  fuppofed  to  be  ten  Miles  round  from  the 
Town  or  Place  appointed  for  keeping  this 
Court.  The  Goart  to  fit  every  Month,  at  leafl, 
for  the  Difpatch  of  Bufinefs,  wherein  the  At- 
tendance of  three  Members  will  be  fufficient : 
and  every  Quarter  a  general  Meeting,  which 
anuft  be  compofed  of  feven. 
-J. 

'These  are  only  offered,  with  great  Sub- 
miiBon  to  the  Publick,  as  Hints  to  be  im- 
proved upon.  The  Importance  of  the  Affair 
requires  that  Jome  Expedients  fhould  be  tried ' 
without  Delay,  If  thefe  are  judged  improper, 
the  Author  would  exceedingly  rejoice  to  fee 
better  in  their  room  j  and  thofe  effed:ually  car- 
ried into  Execution. 

IIL     PROPOSAL. 

T  o  incorporate  both  the  Britifh  IJies  together^ 
and  to  make  one  Kingdom  in  all  Rejpe^s, 
AS  to  FarUoinenty  Tradcy  and  'taxes.  ^ 

This  Propofal  of  Incorporation  has  long 

been  the  Wifh  of  every  generous  dijinterejled 

J^airiot  of  both  Kingdoms.     And  indeed  in- 

yni*  expreffiWy 
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cxprcflibly  great  would  be  the  Benefit  on  ^tb 
Sides,  The  Iri/b  would  fliare  in  the  Advan* 
iigc  of  our  Trade ^  and  we  in  theirs.  By  per* 
niitting  them  to  get  rich  at  the  Expence  of  the 
Freficb,  they  would  be  enabled  to  eafe  Us  of 
the  Burden  of  the  worjl  and  hearoiefl  of  our 
Taxes  :—  whereas  at  prcfcnt,  the  French,  thro* 
our  own  unaccountable  Infatuation,  get  rich  at 
their  Expence,  By  this  mutual  Benefit,  nci-» 
ther  Kingdom  would  be  looked  upon  as  Fcreigh 
to  the  other :  but  the  Goods  of  both  would 
be  imported  Duty-free^  or  perhaps  be  confi- 
dered  only  as  coming  Coa/hwifi,  The  bofliU 
Prohibition  againft  ivcaring,  or  u/ing  the  Pro- 
duce of  either  Kingdom,  would  be  repealed^ 
and  all  that  unnatural  JVar  between  the  Conw 
merce  of  the  two  Nations,  would  be  at  an 
£ff^:  —which  would  be  attended  with  the(<J 
further  happy  Confequences,  That  many  o£ 
the  Necefjariei  of  Life  would  l>e  imported 
(beaper  into  England^  than  they  now  can  bd 
purchafed ;  a  great  Aihantage  this  to  the  Mer-* 
chant  and  Mafiu/aflurer : --^^nd  many  more- 
of  the  Luxuries^  Ornaments,  and  Delicacies  of- 
Living,  would  be  exported  fi-om  hence  into  /nr* 
land.  For  moil  certain  it  is,  That  in  propori 
^on  as  Ireland  grew  rich,  they  would  take  tht 
Lead  for  the  ricbefi  of  their  Cloafhs,  Furnitur}^^ 
Plate^  jewels,  Eauipa^:  "  "  r- 

land.   Likcwife  tne  Ir*.:..^-. : r.  - -Jt 

the  Parliament,  the  Court,  the  Publick  Fmaifl 
?yc.  would  bring  many  more  Irijh  Families  to' 

I   z  tefdi 
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refide,  and  fpend  their  Fortunes  here,  than 
now  do.  In  fhort,  whatever  Wealth  Ireland 
would  draw  from  other  Counties  by  its  Pra| 
duce,  Manufad:ures,  and  happy  Situation  j  all 
that  would  continually  center  in  Kngland. 

But  here,  methinks,  I  hear  Self-Interest 
making  an  Outcry,  *'  T^hey  would  run  away, 
with  our  Trade."  But  pray  let  me  calmly  afk, 
Wfjo  would  run  away  with  it  ?  or  where  would 
they  run  to  ?  Why  truly  our  own  People y  our. 
own  Countrymen y  (who  may  as  juflly  be  called 
fo,  as  the  Inhabitants  of  any  neighbouring 
County,— -and  are  fome  of  the  be  ft  and  moil 
faithful  Subjedls  the  Government  has)  would 
perhaps  carry  ^^w^  part  of  a  Manufadlureyro;;/ 
Us  to  themfelves.— But  what  Detriment  would 
this  be  to  the  Publick  ?  The  People  of  York- 
fhire  have  done  the  very  fame.  Thing  by  Glo- 
cefterjlnre  and  Wiltjlnre,  Let  us  therefore 
have  a  Meeting  of  the  Clothiers  of  thefe  tWQ 
Counties  to  petition  the  Parliament,  That  the, 
TorkJlAre  Looms  and  Mills  may  be  all  broke  and 
defiroyed:  For  they  have  run  away  with  our 
Trade,  This  is  fo  ridiculous  and  abfurd^ 

Propofal,  that  I  believe  there  is  no  Perfon  liv- 
ing, but  muft  fee  and  feel  it  to  be  fo.  And 
yet  let  me  afk.  Is  not  this  the  very  Cafe  with 
reipedl  to  the  Objection  againft  incorporating, 
with  Ireland^  Or  if  there  be  a  Difference  ht- 
tween  the  two  Cales,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know 
wherein  it  Conliils  ?    Is  Ireland  to  be  looked 

upon 
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upon  as  a  didindt  Kingdom  ?  —  more  is  the 
Pity  :  For  as  the  two  Kingdoms  have  but  one 
f  common  Head,  —  one  common  Interefi  both  in 
Church  and  St  ate  ^  '■-^xYitfame  Friends,  —  and 
the  fame  Enemies ;  they  ought  to  have  been 
long  fince  confoUdated  together.  But  allow- 
ing it  to  be  called  a  diftin<ft  Kingdom  at  pro- 
fcnt,  //7/it  is  united  :'-^{o  is  York/hire  a.  diftin^ 
County,  and  was  formerly,  in  the  Times  of 
the  Heptarchy,  a  Kingdom  likewife  diftindi 
from  the  two  Counties  above  mentioned.  Is 
Ireland  a  great  Way  dijlant  from  England?'^ 
Torkjhire  is  at  a  greater  Diftance  ftill  from  the 
Counties  above  mentioned.  And  the  Commu^ 
nication  between  them  is  not  fo  eafy  by  hand^ 
for  the  Purpofcs  of  Commerce^  as  the  other  is 
by  Sea, 

"But  Irehnd  is  more  advanta^'^-'^"  ^tu- 
"  ated  for  the  Trade  to  the  Wl .  cs : 

"  Therefore  ■"  Therefore  we  mud  deny 
our  own  People  the  Benefit  ofTrading^Bi-CAVSZ 
they  are  adva/itageouffy  (ituated  for  carrying  it 
on.  Tliis  is  a  weighty  Argument.  Briflol^  for 
Inftancc,  is  better  fituated  for  the  Irifh  Trade 
than  London  -,  therefore  let  us  Londmurs'o:)^ 
tion,  that  the  Port  of  Brijlol  may  be  lockii  up, 

I T  would  be  an  endlefs  and  a  tedious  Piece 
of  Work  to  wade  through  fuch  grofs  and  pal- 
pable Abfurditics.  One  Thing  is  plain  and 
obvious,    that  Self-Intcrefl^   the  Bane  of  all 

Publick 
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Publick  Good,  is  driven  to  hard  Shifts^  m 
order  to  cover  llich  Vieivs  as  (he  dare  not 
cpenly  avow.  If  England  kfelf  was  divided 
into  two  Kingdoms,  one  comprehending  all 
the  South,  the  other  all  the  North  Side  of  the 
^hamesy  and  there  were  hoftile  Prohibitions 
againft  importing  certain  Sorts  of  Goods  froni 
hondon  to  Soutkwarky  and  vice  verfa  •,  and 
high  Duties  upon  all  the  Reft  :  Many  Indivi- 
duals on  both  Sides,  would  find  their  own 
frivdte  Inter ejl  in  upholding  the  Divifion,  and 
would  cry  out,  upon  any  Propofal  being  made 
for  an  'Union  --  T^hefe  ForeigJiers  will  run  aivay 
ivith  our  Trade  —  They  are  better  Jituated  tknn 
Us  — -  Our  Trade  is  in  Danger.  But  would 
this  Cry  weigh  with  upright  Men  on  both 
Sides,  who  had  the  Welfare  of  the  Commu- 
nity truly  at  Heart  ?  —  If  it  would  not,  what 
fliall  we  think  of  the  /ame  Argziment^  when 
arged  againji  Greats  Britain'^  incorporating 
•^jsatlb  Irilwidf 

IV.     PROPOSAL, 

After  fuch  an  Union  of  the  two  King-r 
doms,  as  above  propofed.  By  Degrees  to  lay 
the  Englifh  Taxes  upon  Ireland  ;  and  to  eafe 
the  Englifh  of  the  mojl  burdenfome  of  theirs  in 
the  fame  gradual  manner.  —*  Suppofc,  there- 
fore, the  iirft  Year,  that  the  Englifi  Laws  of 
Excfg^  amd  the  Duties  m^on  French  Wines  and 
'H^-c^'Jirs,  arc  extended  to /rt'/jW  J  theiiEwg"- 

lan4 
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land  might  be  eafrd  of  the  Salt  Tax,  the  fame 
Year,  or  the  folUrwing  one.  If  in  the  (ccond 
Year  Ireland  were  charged  with  the  Stamp 
and  Faber  Duties,  England  might  be  drfcbarv- 
ed  of  the  Tax  upon  SMp  and  Candles.  If  ip 
the  third,  a  Tax  was  laid  upon  the  Windvw- 
Lights  in  Ireland^  the  Gj^/  Duties  mi^ht  be 
/^^fw  0^*  from  England.  If  in  the  fourth,  the 
Tax  was  laid  upon  CMchti,  this  would  ena- 
ble the  Parliament  to  difcontinue  the  Duty 
upon  Leather.  Laftly,  If  in  the  fifth  Year, 
Ireland  was  fubjedted  to  a  Land-Tax^  this 
would  eafe  the  Lands  and  Houfes  of  England 
of  at  leaft  one  third  of  their  Burden, 

V.    PROPOSAL. 

To  fet  up  Woollen  and  Silk  MoJiufaBures 
in  the  Wejl  Coafl  0/ England, //W  South-JVefi  rf 
Ireland,  (fuppofmg  the  former  Proposals 
to  take  Place)  in  order  to  rival  the  French. 

The  Price  ♦  of  Labour  is  as  cheap  in  tUpe 
PartSf  as  any  where  in  France ;  and  when  a 

proper 

*  The  Price  of  Labour  at  tbc  Pbccs  under  mention* 
cd  was  given  mc,  as  follows  : 

At  Lijk^  the  Wages  of  JourDeymen  Stockuig  and 
Camblct  Weavers,  about  24  S$ui  per  Day,  (.  r.  sboot 
.1 3  Pence  Engitjh  i  a  Scud  being  a  liitlc  juore  tfaaa  10 
Halfpenny. 

AUevilU  and  jlmitHi :  JoufsevaicA  Wcaiv^n»  mui 
Cloth- Workers,  according  ta  ibt  oUtuf  c  of  ihft  \Voi)Ci 
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proper  Subordination  vs>  introduced;  the  Temp- 
tation of  EleBioneering  removed  ;  the  mod 
grievous  of  our  Taxes  abolifhed^  and  a  Trade 
fet  open ;  it  is  probable,  that  Labour  might  be 
Hill  much  cheaper  :  By  which  means,  the 
French  might  be  cut  out  of  a  great  deal  of 
their  Levant,  and  Spanijh  Trade. 

Moreover,  when  the  Woollen  Manu- 
fadhires  come  to  be  effedtually  eftablifhed  in 
thofe  Parts,  it  will  be  next  to  impoflible  to 

and  their  Dexterity,  from  20  to  ^o  Sous  per  Dzy. 

Ditto :  To  Women  employ'd  in  the  Manufacture,  not 
more  than  1 2  Sous  per  Day. 

Hedgers  and  Ditchers  in  the  Country,  about  i  o  Sous 
per  Day. 

Nantes:  Journeymen  Ship-Carpenters,  about  ^o Sous 
per  Day. 

Cajlelnaudary :  Labourers  mending  the  Canal  of  Lan- 
guedoc,   by  the  Job,  earn  about  1 2  Sous  per  Day. 

Nifmes  :  Journeymen  Weavers  in  the  Silk  and  Stock- 
ing Irade,  from  30  to  35  Sous  per  Day. 

Marfetlles :  Journeymen  Taylors  30  Sous  per  Tizy. — 
Ditto:  Carpenters,  30 ditto. — Silk- Weavers,  from  30  to 
3  5  Sous  per  Day. 

Toulon  :  Journeymen  Carpenters  in  the  King's  Yards, 
30  Sous  per  Day. 

Lions:  Journeymen  Workmen  have  feveral  Prices, 
according  to  the  Silks,  Velvets,  Gold  Stuffs,  Lace,  ifc. 
t^c.  from  50  to  100  Sous  per  Day. 

Land  -C a  r  r  i  a  g  e  of  Goods  from  Marfetlles  to  Lions ^ 
and  vice  verfa^  (230  EngUJh  Miles)  v/hich  is  often  done 
either  for  Speed,  or  Safety ;  the  Rhotie  being  difficult  to 
mount,  and  fine  Goods  may  take  Damage  in  going 
down,  per  Hundred,  (108  lb.  Englifli)  from  6  to  7  Livrcs. 
N.B,  A  Livrt  is  »o  Pence  Halfpenny  EngUJh. 

run 
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run  the  Wool  to  f ranee :  For  Ixjth  the  Wool 
itfelf  will  bear  a  hcttfr  Price,  fo  as  not  to 
make  it  worth  their  while ;  and  wch  Mamn 
fa^furcr  will  be  a  kind  of  Cfntinel^  to  prevent 
its  being  exported  wimanujaiiured.  This 
therefore,  I  humbly  conceive,  is  a  much  bet- 
ter Scheme  of  Prevention,  tlxin  that  of  the 
Reverend  Mr  Smithy  in  his  Memoirs  r.f  IVool^ 
in  which  he  pleads  for  a  Liberty  of  exporting 
Wool,  under  the  Qualification  of  certain  Du- 
ties and  Re/lriBions.  For  it  anfwers  ali  the 
Ends  propofed  by  him  in  that  Scheme,  and 
is  fubjedt  to  fione  of  thofe  Inconveniences 
which  his  is  generally  fuppofed  to  be  attended 
with.  This  Gentleman,  —  for  his  indefatigO'* 
ble  Labours  in  colleding  all  that  has  J)cen  ever 
faid  upon  the  Subjcifl,  and  prefenting  it  to  the 
Reader  in  one  View^  —  for  his  judicious  Re- 
marks, and  the  Pains  he  has  taken  in  endea- 
vouring to  corre^  many  popular  Errors,  which 
had  too  generally  prevailed,  —  moft  juftly  de^ 
ferves  the  univerfal  Thanks  and  Applauie  of 
his  Country. 

But  among  the  feveral  Requifitcs  ncceflj- 
ry  to  enable  us  to  rival  the  French  in  the  Le- 
vant and  Spanifb  Trade,  one,  and  wiiich 
ought  principally  to  be  regarded,  is,  To  lay  the 
Trade  open.     Wherefore  I  now  proceed  to  the 

VL    PROPOSAL. 

Viz.  T  o  lay  open  and  extend  our  narrtnb 
K  sU 
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and  rejirained  Companies ;  beginning  with  the 
^iirky  and  Hudfon's  Bay  Companies :  which 
hurt  the  Trade  of  Great  Bn'fain  more  eflen- 
tially  with  refped:  to  France,  than  any  other 
Company  can  do* 

Here,  againj  that  watchful  Drago?2,  Self- 
Interest,  will  be  apt  to  take  the  Alarm  j  and 
I  do  not  exped:  any  thing  I  can  fay  will  have 
Charm  enough  to  lay  him  afleep.  —  Many 
fpecious  Reafons  have  been  offered  in  favour 
of  excluftve  Companies  j  which^  though  they 
convinced  none  but  thofe  that  were  interefted 
in  them,  yet  they  ferved  to  perplex  a  Debate, 
by  drawing  off  Mens  Attention  from  the  true 
Merits  of  the  Caufe. 

I  SHALL  endeavour  therefore,  for  the  fake 
of  fuch  as  have  honeft  Hearts^  and  publlck 
SpiritSy  to  give  an  impartial  State  of  the  Cafe, 
with  as  much  Clearnefs  and  Concifenefs  as  I 
can. 

First  then,  I  will  allow,  that  in  cer^ 
tain  Cafes,  and  at  certain  Junctures,  exclufive 
Companies  might  have  been  a  prudent,  and 
even  a  necejfary  Inftitution,  calculated  for  the 
publick  Good ;  as, 

1/?,  I N  order  to  introduce  Arts,  Sciences, 
and  Manufad:ures  among  a  barbarous  and  fa- 
vage  People :  Which  was  the  Cafe  witli  the 

late 
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late  Czar  of  Mufcovy.  It  was  ncccilary  for 
liim,  in  his  Circumflancfs^  to  give  (o  extenfive 
Privileges  to  Merchants  and  Tradclrncn  to 
come  and  fettle  in  his  Country,  as  would  (rjer^ 
balance  the  Temptation  of  Self -Inter eft  for 
refiding  any  where  clfe. 

2f/^',  I N  order  to  induce  Jktlful  Artificers 
to  come  and  inftru(^  an  /]§fwr/7;;/Peoplcj  which 
undoubtedly  they  will //«?/  do^  unlcfs  upon  a 
maluahle  Confidcration.  —  This  was  the  Cafe 
with  our  EngUft}  Princes  about  Two  hundred 
Years  ago,  in  granting  fo  many  Privileges  and 
F.xemptions  to  the  Flemift?^  and  other  foreign 
Manutadurers. 

3^/v,  I N  order  to  conquer  the  deep-rooted 
habitual  Lazhefs  of  a  People,  by  bringing 
Examples  of  Induftry  and  th^  good  Effc^s 
of  it,  before  their  Eyes.  This  among  othef 
Reafons,  is  much  the  Cafe  with  the  Spanijb 
Court  at  prefent,  in  being  fo  defirons  of  introf 
ducitig  foreign  Manufacturers  into  Spain. 

\tbly\  In  order  to  have  a  large  Capital^  fuf- 
ficient  to  embark  in  any  hazardous  Undertak- 
ing, which  may  call  for  great  Sunn  to  be 
expended,  before  the  ProjcH  cm  be  brought 
to  b^ar,  and  the  Trade  to  anfwer.  And  whereJ 
as  no  private  Pcrfons  by  themfolvcs,  or  vohtn^ 
tary  yl/j'ociations^  can  be  fuppofed  equal  t6 
uich  an  Undertaking  ;  therefore  when  Indivi- 
K  2  duaU 
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duals  refufe  or  Jecllfie,  it-  h  but  reafonable  that 
•thofe  who  adventure  in  a  joint  Stock  fliould 
be  incorporated,  and  have  a  Privilege  exclud- 
ing all  others  from  interfering  in  this  new 
Branch  of  Commerce,  till  the  Adventurers  are 
JiiJJicie?itly  paid  for  the  Ri/ks  they  run,  and  the 
Expences  they  were  at. 

Now  all  thefe  are  very  good  and  fufficient 
Reafons,  ivhere  they  boU,  for  the  eflabli(hing 
of  exclu/ive  Companies.  For  it  is  better  to 
hg.ve  the  Ti:ade  of  an  excluftve  Company,  than 
^  ^rade  at  hU,  And  in  procefs  of  7ime,  ac- 
cording as'  the  Reafons  for  continuing  them, 
do  ccaje,  the  Trade  fhould  be  laid  open. 

{y  ^thh\  TheTie  is  alfo.  another  Reafon  in 
certain  Governments,  whofe  Credit  is  not 
efteemcd  good  yj\\h  the  People y  for  the  erect- 
ing of  fuch  Publick  Bodies.  And  that  is.  For 
the  Sake  of  bofrowifig  Money  at  an  Exigence, 
"when  Individuals  will  not  trufi  them.  ThiSj 
I  believe,  was  the  Cafe  with  our  mvn  Gwern- 
ment  in  former  Times. 
■  >      ■  -  ■ 

.  But  tthlyr  There  is  ftill  a  further  Motive 
remaining,  which,  though  a  very  bad  ^nd 
Jcandalms  one,  yet  it  is  to  be  feared,  hath  had 
the  greati'fi  Share  in  ered:ing  Monopolies  of  all 
the  Reft.  Apd  that  is,  in  plain,  but  very  ex- 
preffive  Efigli/hi  Jobbing.  And  moft  of 
ilie  Charters  for  Monopolies,  which  were  fo^ 

plenti^ 


An   essay    on   TRADE.     69 

pkntifully  granted  in  tlic  Time  of  King  Char  Us 
the  Second,  whok;  PUafurei  made  himlcif 
and  his  Courtiers  very  neeiJy  of  Money,  Ifftray 
the  Optgifial  from  which  tljey  were  dcrivca. 
— Particularly  i\uiX  famous  one  for  the  }huijmC% 
Bay  Company,  which  is  a  Grant  without  any 
Bounds  or  Limits  of  Seas^  Mountaini,  Rivers^ 
Degrees  of  Latitude  or  Longitude  ;  and  tlicre- 
fore,  if  validy  might  imfxrKver  the  Company 
to  challenge  all  the  Lands  of  America^  which 
were  not  difpofed  of  by  prior  Granfs,  as  well 
as  the  Coafts  on  Hudfin'i  Bay, 

But  enough,  I  hope,  hath  been  faid,  as 
to  the  Reafons  lor  the  Inllitution  of  exduiive 
Companies. 

My  second  Attempt,  therefore,  will  be  to 
fliew.  That  none  of  tbefe  Reafons  do  hold  in 
our  prefent  Circumftances.  —  For  if  any  of 
tliem  do,  let  me  aik  which  ?  Is  it  the  Firft, 
Second,  or  Third  ?  I  believe  the  moft  (an- 
guine Advocate  for  exclufive  Companies,  will 
not  ii\fill:  upon  either  of  thefe.  Is  it  then  the 
Fourth  ?— This,  I  am  aware,  will  be  cbiejiy 
infifted  on. — Not  that  it  can  be  pretended  at 
this  Day,  That  private  Adventurers  are  either 
unable^  or  umoilling  to  engage  in  cny  Trade 
carried  on  by  a  Company,  were  it  laid  open  j 
but  the  Pretence  is,  That  a  Recompence  (hould 
be  made  them,  before  they  are  diffohed,  for 
tlic  Expenccs  they  have  been  at    And  doubt- 


70     An   ESSAY   ON    TRADE. 

lefs,  if  the  original  Adventurers,  or  their  Re^ 
prefentativeSy  can  make  it  appear,  That  they 
have  NOT  yet  received  Tireafonable  Profit 
for  the  Money  advanced  by  them  to  make  a 
Capital  Stocky  the  Publick  will  conlider  them 
Jo  far,  as  to  make  good  the  Deficiency.  They 
.have  a  Plea  of  Right  and  Equity  for  this.  — 
But  they  have  no  Colour  of  Right  for  any 
imaginary  Value,  which  they  may  put  upon 
their  Stocks.  Nor  is  the  Publick  concerned  to 
regard  it :  Nay,  the  very  Plea  defeats  itfelf:  For 
if  their  Stocks  have  been  really  fold  in  the 
Market  greatly  above  Par,  this  is  a  plain  Proof, 
that  they  have  received  a  reajbnable  Profit  al- 
ready, for  the  Money  advanced  to  make  a 
Capital.— And  therefore  ought  not  to  have  any 
farther  Compenfation, 
# 

T  o  proceed  :  As  to  the  Fifth  Reafon 
for  exclufive  Companies,  therie  can  be  no 
Pretence  for  it  any  longer  in  our  Times.  For 
it  is  well  known,  the  Credit  of  our  Govern- 
ment is  fo  good,  that  Individuals  rather  chufe 
to  lend  their  M-oney  upon  Publick,  than  pri- 
*vate  Securities.-:^ And  that  they  do  it  even  on 
cheaper  Terms.   '  '^  "    ..'... 

Wherefore,  laflly.  If  thefe Nufances to 
a  Free  Tirade,  and  the  Publick  Good,  {hdWJlill 
continue,  it  is  too  plain,  that  they  will  owe 
their  Prefervation  to  the  fame  Caufe  that  gave 
them  Birth,  viz.  A  Job. —, But  that  I  may 
i  exprefs 
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exprefs  my  utter  Diflikc  againft  them,  in 
common  with  rwry  other  disinterested 
Man,  who  wipoes  well  to  the  Good  of  the 
wbo/e  Community^  I  (hall  go  on. 

Thirdly,  To  point  out  a  few  of  the  prirh- 
cipal  Evils,  and  deftru^lhc  Confcqucnces  at- 
tending them. 

I N  the  \Jl  Place,  Thefc  exclufhe  Compa- 
nies cannot  trade,  if  they  were  inclined^  ujwn 
fo  eafy  Terms,  as  private  Adventurers  would 
do^  were  the  Trade  laid  open.  So  many  /)/- 
re5lors^  Supercargoes^  Storeboufe-keepersy  Fac- 
tor s^  jIgentSy  Clerks ;  —  and  all  the  Pickings  of 
their  feveral  Dependents:  —  fo  many  Fees, 
Sweetnings,  &c.  from  the  Manufa^urer^  or 
under  Merchant ^  that  bis  Goods  may  have  the 
Preference  to  others:  ^and  the  Expences  of 
carrying  many  Sorts  of  Goods  from  dijlant 
Parts  of  the  Country,  where  they  arc  manu- 
faSfuredy  up  to  the  Metropolis^  there  to  be 
Shipped  off,  inftead  of  being  exported  from  the 
next  convenient  Fort: ^Expences  of  ff^arehoufes, 
&c.  &c.  make  it  impoffible  for  any  Corporate 
Company  to  Trade  upon  an  equal  Footing  with 
private  Adventurers  :  —  and  confequcntly  of 
extending  their  Dealings  fo  far  as  if  the  Trade 
was  open.  r>  For  this  Rcafon  it  has  been 
always  found.  That  if  private  Adventurers 
fhall  be  permitted  to  engage  in  the  fame  Trade, 
they  will  infallibly  carry  it  away  from  the 

Company. 
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Company.  *  And  upon  the  fame  Principle, 
If  there  are  two  Nations,  Rivals  in  the  fame 

iradcy 

*  We  have  a  convincing  Proof  of  the  Truth  of  both  thefe 
Obfervations,  ly?.  In  the  Cafe  of  the  African  Company,  and 
the  Brijiol  and  Liverpool  Traders :  zdly^  We  have  ano- 
ther, and  a  woful  one,  in  that  of  our  Englijh  Company 
trading  to  Turky,  and  the  French  trading  thither  alfo 
from  MarfeilUs.  Our  Englijh  Company  had  formerly 
all  the  Trade  for  Cloth  to  the  Levant :  which  being  ob- 
ferved  by  the  French^  ever  jealous  of  the  Englijh  Com- 
merce, they  fet  up  Manufadures  of  their  own  in  imita- 
tion  of  them.  Thefe  Manufadures  ftill  bear  the  Name 
from  whence  they  were  derived,  viz.  Londrins  premiers, 
—  Londrins  feconds^ — Londrins  larges. — But  they  have 
fo  fiipplanted  the  Trade  of  London^  becaufe  it  is  in  the 
Hands  of  an  exclufive  Company,  that  the  Englijh  have 
little  or  nothing  of  a  Trade,  comparatively  fpcaking,  in 
thofe  Parts.  Whereas  the  French  fhipped  oiF  to  the 
Levant^  the  very  Day  the  Seas  were  free,  after  the  Peace, 
July  \\^  1748,  FOUR  Thousand  Bales  of  the  above- 
faid  Cloth :  Each  Bale,  one  with  another,  worth  about 
I200  Livres.     That  is  about  210,000/.  Sterling  in  all. 

If  it  (hould  be  faid.  That  the  French  have  gotten 
this  Trade  from  Us,  not  fo  much  on  the  Account  of 
the  Difadvantage  w  E  labour  under  from  an  exclufive 
Company,  as  the  Advantageoufnefs  of  their  Situation.  I 
have  this  further  Remark  to  offer;  viz.  That  if  the 
Trade  was  open,  JVe  have  many  Advantages,  which  they 
have  not,  to  counterbalance  the  Inconvenience  of  our  Si- 
tuation.— They  are  obliged  to  import  moft  of  their  \VooI 
from  Turky^  Spain^  or  Africa^  into  Marfeillcs ;  and  to 
carry  it  chiefiy  by  Land-Carriage  from  thence  to  Car^ 
caffonne^  about  130  Miles. — Then  to  carry  the  Cloth 
back  to  Marfeilles :  which  cannot  be  done  at  a  fmall 
Expence.  They  are  alfj  obliged  to  fetch  Tin^  Lead^  and 
Shot   from  England^  and  Spice:  from   Holland,  for  the 

TurJty 
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Tradcy  that  Nation  which  permits  a  free  and 
open  Trade,  will  alu^ys  be  fuperior  to  the 
other,  which rw^A/**;  it  to  a  Company:— ^/Arr 
Circumftances  fuppofed  to  be  equals  or  nearly  fo, 

2dly^  As  they  cannot  trade  To  cheap  as  pri- 
vate Adventurers,  even  were  they  inclined^ 
O*  They  muft  therefore  neceffarily  omit  many 
Icjfer  Branches^  as  not  anfwenng  their  Expenf^, 
which  in  the  Hands  of  Indrciduah  woula  turn 
to  good  j^ccount,  and  perhaps  give  Bread  to 
Thcufands  of  Families.  Thcfc  Articles  arc 
called  Icjcr^  not  becaufc  they  are  leji  extenfhe, 
for  perhaps  in  that  Refpe^f  they  may  be  the 
greatejly  but  becaufe  they  arc  lefs  gainful^ 
which  therefore  a  Company  murt  leave  un- 
touched^  unlcfs  they  will  trade  to  their  oiiii  hfe, 

h  Bar 

Turkj  Markets  ;  in  all  which  we  have  moft  certainly 
the   Advantage  over  them.     And  t  li  wc  had 

fVooUen  M.inufa*!:hircs  crcclcd   in  t  of  EniUiui^ 

and  the  South- VVcU  of  ii  elands  (accordtng  to  PkoPC>« 
SAL  V.)  where  Labour  is  as  cheap  as  \i\  aty  Part  of 
France^  where  wc  have  If'oel  on  the  Spot,  — and  when 
manufad^urcd,  might  be  immediately  exporitd^  'without 
being  carried  up  to  London ;  —  where  Tin^  Ltad^  and 
Spicesy  may  be  had  upon  much  eafter  Terms  than  thty 
can  at  MorfeilUs :  I  fay,  v;\\\\  all  theft  Adfantagct,  ar  4 
an  open  Trade^  wc  could  more  than  aunterbalonee  any 
Advantage,  that  the  French  can  draw  from  the  Sitt.ati»M 
of  MarjeilUi :  and  then  wc  might  import  the  raw  Ma- 
terials of  Silky  Cameli  Haii\  Skins ^  6iC.  much  cheaper 
than  at  prefcnt,  (o  the  Einulumcat  vf  I'hu^anJi  g( 
Familicii. 
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BvT,  2^/yy  It  mull  be  obferved,  That  the 
Views  o(  every  exclu/ive  Company  are  quite  of 
a  different  Nature  from  what  was  fappofed 
abcve.  ^  For  they  do  not^  and  never  did^  de- 
fire  to  trade  as  cheap  as  other s^  but  as  much 
dearer  as  they  can.  The  Charter  ixMS.  fecures 
them  from  any  Competitors ;  and  therefore  they 
have  no  need  to  feek  to  get  the  Trade  to  them- 
felves  by  felling  cheap.  But  on  the  contrary, 
wherever  they  have  the  Market  to  themfelveSy 
they  will  both  fell  and  buy  at  their  o^ivn  Price. 

This  is  the  greatefl  and  moft  ifttolerdble  of 
all  the  Evils  of  Monopolies.     It  is  a  Profiitu- 
tion  of  the  Tr^^^"  and  Welfare  of  the  Public  k^ 
to  the  mercilefs  Ravages  of  greedy  Individuals. 
ic^'  We  may  the  better  judge  of  the  mifchiev- 
ous  Effed:s  of  all  Monopolies^  by  attentively  ob~ 
ferving  the  indefatigable  Pains,  and  great  Ex- 
pence,  which  every  felf  inter e/led  Perfon  chear- 
fully  fubmits  to,  in  order  to  acquire  it,  even 
in  a  free  Tirade.     For  if  he  has  a  large  Capi- 
tal, he  will  /ink  fome  part  to  underfell  another 
j4dve?iturer,  who  has  lefs,  in  order  to  break 
him:  and  then,  when  he  has  done  that,  he 
will  raifc  ihe  Price  of  his  Commodities  again, 
fo  as  to  make  himfeif  foon  "iVhole  for  the  Loffes 
he  had  i?irurrcd.     Now  if  a  private  Merchant 
can  find  his  Account  in  lofng  fo  much  Money, 
in  order  to  get  at  a  Monopoly  in  a  free  Trade^ 
v.'hm'excrbi'tant  Gains  mufl  an  cxclufve  Com- 
pany 
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pny  make,  who  are  ft  need  in  by  Law,  an^ 
nave  none  to  rival  them  ? 

vr  Nay  the  Evil  becomes  wifhut  Remedy 
in  tills  latter  Cafe.  —  For  whereas  in  the  for- 
mer, either  the  Engrojjer  hlmfclf,  or  his  Fa- 
mily, will  retire  from  Bufuicfs,  after  they  have 
lUnafled  great  Riches;  by  which  means  the 
Trade  will  again  be  opened.^-'ln  the  latter  Cafe, 
viz.  that  of  a  Company,  One  fucceeds  another 
upon  the  fame  Plan  of  preying  upon  t1>e  Publick^ 
without  IntermiJJion.  So  that  neither  the 
Death,  or  exorbitant  Wealth  of  one  Set  of 
Proprietors,  give  Us  any  Profpecl  of  being  </«•- 
livered  from  the  Power  and  OppreJJion  of  the 
next. 

But  the  Affair  of  a  Publick  Company  (viz. 
xht  Hudlon'%  Bay)  was,  lajl  Se^ns,  brought  up- 
on the  Carpet  before  the  BritiJJj  Parliament.^- 
Let  us  fee,  therefore,  What  they  had  to  fay 
for  tbemfeheSy  when  called  upon  by  their  Su- 
periors,— and  when,  doubtlefs,  they  (aid  ^////Arf 
could, — and  gave  every  thing  the  be/l  Colouring. 

It  appears,  therefore,  from  the  Papers, 
which  tne  Honourable  Committee,  appointed 
to  examine  into  the  State  of  their  Afl^rs,  were 
pleafed  to  make  publick,  for  the  general  Infor- 
mation of  the  Kingdom,  Tlut  the  following 
Particubrs  were  prorjed  to  tlic  Satisfa^ion  of 

L  2  the 
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the  Committee y^-^in^.  even  were  not  contradic* 
ted  by  the  Jgents  for  the  Company, 

ift.  That  the  Compny  always  have  dif- 
couragcd  the  fettling  a  Colony  in  any  Part  of 
their  'vajl  and  boundlefs  Empire. 

2^/y,  That  they  difconraged  the  Com- 
pany's Servants  from  converfing  with  the  7«- 
^/^«j, — whereas  the  French  promoted  an  Inter- 
courfe  with  each  other  a^  much  as  pojjibk, 

'^dly^  That  the  Climate  is  much  warmer, 
and  the  Soil  better^  higher  up  the  Country, 
than  towards  the  Sea-fide.— -Yet  ?io  Settlements 
attempted, 

Afthly^  That  the  French  have  extended 
their  Settlements  more  and  more  :  and  where^ 
ever  they  have  come  near  the  EttgliJJj^  they 
have  carried  moft  of  the  Trade  fro7n  the  Eng- 
lifh)       '  not  vice  verfa, 

^thky  That  the  For/ j  *  pretended  to  be 
credled  and  garrifoned,  are  of  no  Strength,  were 

they 

*  A  great  Strefs  is  laid  by  the  Advocates  for  exclufive 
Companies,  on  the  Necrjjity  of  eroding  Forts  in  certain 
diftant  Countries,  for  fccuring  the  Trade  to  ourfclves ; 
— Therefore  they  infer  Companies  ought  to  be  eftablifh- 
ed  in  order  to  fupport  this  Expcnce.  A  ftrange  Argu- 
gument  this!  And  a  ftranger  Inference'  For  if  Forts 
are  nccefliiry  to  be  erei^ed  \   againll  whom  are   they 

neceflary  ? 
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they  attacked  by  an  European  Enemy ;  and 
only  ierve  to  fubjcdt  the  hidiam  to  the  Cbw- 
mand  of  the  Company. 

ncccfl"ary  ?  Not  againft  the  People  of  the  Country  who 
are  to  trade  with  us.  That  is  too  abfurd.— -We  arelo 
cultivate  their  Fritndjhip^  and  ought  to  tngmt'ictt  our- 
fclvcs  by  all  due  Adts  of  Kindnefs,  into  their  Favour. 
£ut  if  thcfe  Forts  arc  ncceflary  to  he  crc^d,  in  order 
to  keep  the  whole  Trade  to  ourfelvcs,  and  prevent  other 
Nations  from  interfering  with  us  j  How  came  it  then 
to  p.;fs,  that  we  were  fomc  Years  ago  fo  alarmed  at  the 
Ojlend  Company,  who  had  no  Forts,  and  no  Defign  of 
attacking  ours  t  Yet  it  is  very  plain,  they  could  carry 
on  a  Trade,  and  even  underfill  the  Englijh  Eaji-lndta 
Company,  notwithftanding  their  Forts.  —  If  the  Trade 
was  now  to  be  laid  open^  fubjc<Sl  only  to  the  Hngle  Rcftric- 
tion,  That  the  private  Traders  (huuld  not  come  into  the 
fame  Ports  or  Harbours,  where  the  Companies  have 
Forts  :  —  What  would  be  the  Confequcncc  .'  Plainly 
this;  Tliat  the  Companies  would  be  ruined  :  amd  the 
private  Adventurers,  though  dcHitute  of  Foits,  would  get 
all  the  Trade  from  them.  — —  If  it  b  faid.  That  thcfc 
Forts  are  neccflary  to  guard  and  defend  their  Magazines 
againd  Tl/teves  and  Rohben  ;  How  then  comes  it  to  pafs, 
that  the  Fajl-India  Company  themfclves  have  none  on 
the  Coaft  of  China^  where  the  People  are  faid  to  be  as 
thievijb  and  dijhoneji  as  in  any  Place  in  the  World  ?  — 
And  how  do  the  Brijiol  and  LiverpeoU  Traders  main- 
tain their  Ground  along  the  Coaft  of  Guinea^  where  the 
Natives  are  much  more  tvarliie  than  in  any  Purt  of  /n- 
dia.  Bcfxdci^  the  AS»ir  of  Madrafs  has  fuffictently  open- 
ed our  Eyes,  as  to  the  Ufe  and  Importance  of  thcfe  pre- 
tended Forts, — and  the  National  Advantage  arifing  from 
them. 

But  even  allowing,  that  they  are  ncceflary  and  ad- 
vantageous to  the  general  Trade  of  the  Nation  j  What 
peed  then  cf  a  Company  ?  Is  it  not  a  Nations!  Con- 
cern ?     If  fo.  Why  ihould   they  not  be  crc^ed  znd 

fuppoitcd 
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tthly^  That  many  other  Branches ,  befide^ 
the  ftaple  Trade  of  the  Company^  n^ght  be  at- 
teir^ted,  were  the  Trade  ope?!,  with  the  great- 
ejl  Probability  of  Succefs.  —  Particularly  the 
feveral  Branches  of  the  Fifheries :  Whereas 
the  Company,  who  know  when  they  are  well^ 
as  one  of  their  Witneffes  exprefled  himfelf,  or 
in  Words  to  that  EfFed:,  give  themfelves  no 
Concern  about  the  Matter. 

*jthly^  That  the  Indians  do  adually  take 
a  great  many  more  Beaver,  than  they  carry  to 
the  Fadories.  —  Not  finding  it  worth  their 
While  to  bring  more  to  trade  with. 

^thly.  That  the  Indians  cannot  carry  large 
Quantities,  not  any  thing  fo  large  as  they  take 
in  Hunting,  were  they  defirous, —  becaufethejr 
Canoes,  deeply  ha  den,  are  not  able  to  with jl  and 
the  Waves  and  Storms  they  may  meet  with 
upon  the  Z^^^, ,— becauie  they  are  forced  to 
unload  very  often,  and  carry  the  Skins  upon 
their  Backs,  on  account  of  the  Falls  and  Cur- 
rents  j  which  creates  much  Fatigue  and  ha- 
houry  and  Lofs  of  Tiffie :  —  becaufe  alfo  they 
are  obliged  to  hufit  as  they  travel,  for  their 
daily  Suftenance ;  which  Article  alone  caufes 
a  Delay  of  a  Fortnight,  and  longer,  in  going 

fupported  at  a  .National  Expence  ?      Take  the  Argu- 
ment therefore  either  way,  What  Reafon  is  there  for  an 


exclufive  Company  ? 


the 
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the   Space  which  might   be  gone  in    tbret 
Days, 

But,  ^tbly^  all  thefe  Incmwriiencies  might 
be  eafily  remedied^  —  by  trebling  a  Fort  about 
Sixty  Leagues  above  Tork  Fort  upon  Nelfm 
River,  upon  a  Fork,  where  the  River  divides, 
—  by  making  a  Stttkment  about  Eighty  or 
Ninety  Leagues  above  that,  upon  the  Lake  of 
Fachegoia^  —  and  by  introducing  our  Kur(h> 
fean  C'onveniencics  of  Magazina  and  Carri- 
ages. By  thefe  Means^  all  the  Beaver  would 
be  bought,  which  the  Indians  now  make  ufe 
of  ofherwaysy  as  not  anfivering  to  bring  it  to 
the  Forts,  —  the  l^ime  might  be  faved^ — and 
the  French  driven  to  relinquifli  all  that  Trade. 
In  fliort,  both  our  Exports^  and  our  Impart Sy 
would  be  prodigioujly  increased;  and  many 
Tribes  of  Indians  would,  in  that  large  Tra^ 
of  Country,  be  brought  to  trade  witli  the 
Englijh,  who  have  yet  fcarcely  beard  of  the 
Englip^  Name. 

So  m^ny  important  Particulars  ^/Zrdjf /»//,— 
/>roT.v<y,— and  even  not  contradi^cd^  one  would 
think,  would  have  been  fufficient  to  have  car- 
ried any  National  Cause,  againft  the 
private  Inter efi  of  a  ferv  Individuals. 

But  —  Let  us  in  the  next  Place  fee.  What 
they  and  their  Friends  had  to  offer  in  7«/?f- 
fication  of  their  Condudl,  —  Fretendr^g,  that 
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they  carried  on  a  Trade  equally  beneficial  to 
the  Nation,  as  if  the  Trade  was  ope?i. 

The  I/?  Thing  alledged,  was,  That  they 
buy  all  the  Beaver  which  is  brought  them  j— 
and  if  more  was  offered,  more  they  would  buy. 

This  may  be  very  true ;  and  yet  no  ways 
inconfiflent  with  the  Charge  fummed  up  in 
the  above-recited  Particulars,  againft  them.— ^ 
The  Indians^  as  favage  as  they  are,  have  the 
Na  turalLogick  of  feeling  when  they 
are  well,  or  ///  ufed,  as  well  as  other  People  : 
And  if  they  find  better  Treatment  in  one  Place 
than  another,  will  go  to  the  beji,  and  have  as 
little  Dealings  with  the  worji,  as  they  can. 
Nothing  but  abfolute  Neceflity  will  oblige  them 
(or  atiy  People)  to  bring  their  Goods  to  a  Mar- 
ket, where  they  expcB  beforehand  to  be  /// 
ufed.  —  And  for  that  Reafon,  they  will  bring 
as  little  as  they  can.  But  when  they  have 
brought  them,  NeceJJity  obliges  them  to  fell 
for  what  the  Purchafers  will  give.  It  may 
therefore  be  very  true,  that  the  Company  buy 
all  the  Furrs  that  are  offered  them. —  If  they 
did  not  give  half  as  much  in  Barter  as  they  do, 
they  would  buy  all  -y  becaufe  it  would  not  be 
worth  the  Indians  while  to  carry  them  back  j 
and  becaufe  they  greatly  wanted  European 
Goods.  But  thefe  Indians  would  feek  another 
Market  againft  the  nrxtT'i7ne,  if  they  could; 
and  would  bring  7io  more  Goods  to  the  Com^ 

pany^ 
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pany^   than   abfolutc  Nccdfity  obliged  ihcm. 

But,  idhy  It  was  allcdgcd,  That  if  m(n'€ 
Goods  were  given  to  tlic  IrttHam  in  Exchange, 
they  would  not  bring  more  Beavers ;  bccaulc 
they  are  an  idle^  Ut-^y  Race  of  People ;  and, 
having  no  artificinl  Wants  to  gratify,  have 
no  Ambition  to  fpur  them  on  to  take  more 
Pains.  —  It  is  true,  They  have  not  fuch  arti- 
ficial Wants  as  We  have  j  They  do  not  want 
Jumptuous  Houfcs  and  Gardens,  rich  Furni- 
ture, or  Coaches  and  Chairs : — But  they  want 
Beads,  Be/is,  little  Looking-GlaJJls,  ^i^g^,  and 
fuch  Trinkets ;  (befides  many  Articles  ol  their 
Cloathine,  Bedding,   Hunting,   Fifliing,    and 
Fowling)  and  are  as  impatient  to  be  ^rati/ieJ 
in  thefe  Refpe<fls,  as  ive  can  be  in  curs.     In 
thefe  Things,  therefore,  they  arc  as  covetous 
and  ambitious  as  the  Reft  of  Ma/th'ndj'^takc 
as  much  Pains  to  ac^i re  them y — andr/y>/>;r 
and  murmur  at  the  Fa<Ilorics,  when  they  have 
not  as  much  for  their  Commodities  as  they 
think  they  deferve.     Befides,  it  (hould  be  re- 
membered, that  Hunting  is  rather  a  Diverficfi 
with  them,  than  a  Toi/;  and  that,  in  Fa<fV, 
they  do  take  a  great  deal  more  than  they  bring 
down  to  the  Forts.  — -  What  they  confidcr 
as  a  To//,  is  not  the  bunting  Part,  but  tlic 
being  obliged  to  be  the  Porters  of  what  they 
have  taken  in  Hunting,  down  to  the  Fa^^o- 
ries ;  and  vet  be  jxiid  fo  little  for  tlicir  Trou- 
ble. 

M.  But, 
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But,  3^/)',  As  to  the  Charge againft  them, 
of  Exporting  fo  little  of  our  own  Manufac- 
tures ;  it  was  faid-  by  their  Advocates,  That 
if  Five  Tboufand  Pounds  worth  of  Goods 
bought  all  the  Furrs  the  Indians  had  to  felly 
that  *  Sum  was  as  good  as  Ten  Thoufand 
Pounds.  Nay,  it  was  better-,  becaufe  there- 
by Five  Thoufa7id  Pounds  was  faved  to  the 
Nation. 

*  There  feems  to  have  been  a  Fallacy  ufed  in  this 
Argument.  —  If  the  Barter  or  Exchange  with  the  /n- 
dians  had  been  in  Bullion,  the  Argument  would  have 
held  good;  and  fo  much  Money  would  have  been  faved 
to  the  Nation.  But  as  it  was  all  in  our  own  Manufac- 
tures, i.  e.  the  Labour  of  our  own  People,  the  Dimi- 
ttifhing  of  fuch  Exports,  is  in  Fa6t  the  Diminijhing  of 
our  own  Manufahures,  and  defrauding  the  Nation  of 
fo  much  Labour^  whereby  the  Hands  employed  in  thofe 
Manufadurcs  muft  become  a  Burden  upon  the  Publick, 
— ox  ficaU — ox  fiarve^  or  y?y  their  Country.  tt5"  The 
07ily  Limitation  which  ought  to  be  put  upon  the  Quan- 
tity of  our  own  Manufadlures,  to  be  exported,  is  what 
the  Nature  of  the  Thing  will  of  itfelf  put  upon  them; 
viz.  To  export  no  more  than  is  confifteat  with  the  rea- 
fofiahle  Cjains  and  Profit  of  the  Exporter.  If  he  can 
afford  to  export  Ten  Thoufand  Pounds  worth  of  Englijb 
Manufactures,  where  an  exclufive  Company  would  ex- 
port but  Five  Thoufand^  it  is  for  the  general  Good  of 
the  Country,  that  he  Jliould  do  it.  And  all  Txade  ought 
to  be  laid  free  and  open^  in  order  to  induce  the  Ex- 
porters to  rival  each  other  j  that  the  Publick  may  ob- 
tain thi>  general  Caood  by  their  Competitorjhip.  But  if 
they  cannot  ;>.fford  to  export  fo  much,  there  is  no  need 
to  rfjirain  th_m  by  Laws  and  Penalties,  from  doing  that 
vrhicli  tl>eir  own  private  Intcreft  will  fnggeft  to  thcni 
f  on  enough. 

Til  IS 
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Th  I s  is  a  Rcafon,  which  \%Jpcciom  enough 
at  firft  View,  but  will  not  bear  the  examining, 
Firfl  therefore,  we  deny  tijc  FaB\  and  infih 
upon  it,  That  the  Indians  had  more  Furrs  to 
Jell^  if  the  Company  would  have  given  a /?//^ 
fcient  Price  to  the  Indians^  to  have  maae  it 
worth  their  while  to  have  brought  them  dorj^-, 
or  rather.  If  the  Compny  had  built  Settle- 
ments and  Magazines  higher  up,  fo  as  to  have 
fuperfeded  the  Neceflity  of  the  Indians  coming 
down. 

But  2dy  Wc  will  allow  the  Fa^^  and  ar- 
gue with  them  upon  their  o^vn  State  of  the 
Cafe.  Now  if  Five  Thoufand  Pounds  worth 
of  Manufactures,  in  this  Refpcdt,  is  as  good^ 
nay  better  than  T'en  Tboufand  Pounds  worth ; 
for  the  fame  Reafon,  One  T'boufand  Pounds 
'  worth  is  better  ftill^  bccaufe  more  would  be 
faved  to  the  Nation.  Suppofe  therefore,  that 
the  Company y  and  every  other  Exporter  in  the 
Kingdom,  (for  every  other  has  the  fame  Ri2ht 
of  arguing  in  this  manner)  fuppofc,  I  (ay,  that 
all  Exporters  could  lej'en  the  Export  at  tons  of 
our  own  Manufa<fhircs  by  nine  Tenths,  and  yet 
could  get  as  much  Money,  or  Effe^  in  re- 
turn, as  they  hzd  be/ore.  What  would  be 
the  Confequence  ?  Why,  only  this,  That  thefe 
Exporters  would  become  pR  I N  c  E  s ;  and  the 
Rell  of  the  Kingdom  Beggars.  They  would 
be  like  a  Spamp  Don  in  Mexico,  or  Peru,  who 
M  2  has 
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has  a  prodigious  rich  Mine,  which  required 
but  few  Ha7ids  to  work  it.  And  therefore  he 
indeed  would  be  a  great  Lord-,  but  all  his 
Wealth  would  not  enrich  the  "Neighbourhood^ 
fo  much  as  a  Jingle  ManufaBure  here  in  £«^- 
Imid^  which  being  branched  out  into  various 
Hands,  gives  a  comfortable  Subfiilence  to  many 
Families. 

It  is  not  therefore  2?/VZj£'i,  conlidered  w^r^i^ 
in  themfihes,  that  can  make  a  Kingdom  Jlou- 
rip.\  but  the  Parceling  them  out  into  proper 
Shares,  by  means  of  the  Divi/ions  and  Sub- 
divijions  of  different  Trades.  Without  this, 
the  more  Riches  in  2ifew  Hands, — the  greater 
would  be  the  Poverty  of  the  Reji,  and  the 
more  abjcdl  and  dependent  their  State  would  be. 
And  if  all  Merchants  were  no  better  Common- 
wealths Men  than  ihefcj  the  Interior  of  a 
Kingdom  would  be  very  little  profited  by  Fo- 
reign Merchandize,  —  nay,  in  Jome  Relpedts 
would  be  much  the  Worfe, 

I N  {hort,  fuch  an  Argwnejit  as  this,  viz.  to 
decrease  our  Exports,  and  increafe  their  Price 
abroad,  beyond  what  is  neceffary  for  the 
comfortable  Subfiftefice  of  the  Merchant  and 
ManufaBurer,  Is  only  worthy  of  fuch  a  Caufe. 
Were  it  put  in  Prahice,  it  would  get  all  the 
Wealth  of  the  Nation  into  a  few  Hands,  —  it 
would  turn  nine  T'enths  of  our  Manufacturers 
a  Begging, — and  reduce  them  to  the  Nccejjity 

of 
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of  becoming  Lacqueys  and  Footmen  to  fiicb 
Exporters y — or  flarving,— or  Bying  their  Cbniw 
try.  —  It  would  Bnk  the  Value  6f  oor  Lands^ 
and  bring  fwift  Ddlnidion  on  the  Manufac* 
turer^  Farmer^  Gentleman^  and  all  Stations,  — 
except  the  Exporter,  He  indeed  would  be 
GREAT, — and  be  alone.  One  may  therefore 
the  better  judge  of  tlie  Goodnefs  of  fucb  a 
Cauje,  which  required  ^^^^6  ktnJ  of  Argumenti 
to  fuppcrt  it.  And  fo  much  for  exclt^w 
Companies. 

\\\,    PROPOSAL. 

To  encourage  Foreign  Merchants  andTradef" 
men  to  fettle  among  Us,  by  a  general  Naturali" 
zation  A61  for  all  Protejlants,  And  if  it  be 
judged  improper  to  admit  them  into  Offices  of 
7r»//  or  Porwery  it  is  eafy  to  add  a  Ckniie, 
That  tbefe  Privileges  fhall  ftill  be  m^bud  to 
the  natural  born  Subjedls. 

Here  again  the  baleful  Spirit  of  Self'Th^ 
terejl  exerts  all  its  Powers  to  oppoje  (o  puhlick 

and  general  a  Benefit. "  fVbat  /  ma/l  i^ 

"  reignerSy  and  we  know  not  who,  come  and  take 
"  the  Bread  out  of  our  Mouths  V*  —An  boneft 
Cambro-Briton  would  have  called  aUEngUth' 
-men  Foreigners,  and  be  knew  not  who,  fiot 
waving  that,  —Let  me  calmly  aik,  H^bat  Bnml 
do  they  eat  ?  —  and  out  ofwhofe  AkuMf^  It 
mull  be  Englijh  Bread:  The  Com^w  here, 

was 
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■ — was  manufaSfuredy  v/^sfo/d  here.     And  the 
Foreigners,  who  eat  it,  earn  it  by  their  La- 
bour^  and  pay  for  it.     So  far  then,  we  hope, 
there  is  no  Offence.   The  more  Inhabitants  there 
are  to  confume  the  Produce  of  our  Lands,  the 
better  can  the  Farmer  and  the  Gentleman  pay 
their  Shopkeepers  and  Trade/men^  and  the  more 
ManufaBures  will  they  confume  in  every  Re^ 
fpeB,     Let  us  fee  therefore  in  the  next  Place, 
Out  ofwhofe  Mouths  do  they  take  this  Bread? 
If  they  introduce  new  Manufactures,  or  carry 
thofe  already  eftabliflied,  to|;-r^^/frPerfedlion, 
in  that  Cafe  the  Publick  is  greatly  benefited, 
and  no  Individual  can  be  injured.     If  they 
employ  themfelves  only  in  fuch  as  are  already 
fettled  ^ndperfe&ed,  they  will  not  defraud  the 
Mouths  otfobery  frugal^  and  indujlrious  Per- 
fons,  who  may  work  as  cheapo  and  can  work 
as  well  as  Foreigners.     And  therefore  fhould 
be  obliged  to  do  both.     It  can  be,  therefore, 
none  but  the  abandoned^  debauched^  and  diffo- 
lute,  who  would  chufe  to  be  idle  three  ovfour 
Days  in  a  Week,    and  want  to  have  their 
Wages  fo  high  as  to  fupport  this  Extravagance, 
that  can  make  fuch  a  Complaint  ?    And  fhall 
they  be  heard  ?    Shall  we  co?iti7iue  the  Exclu- 
fion  of  all  fober  and  induflrious  Foreigners,  fo 
much  to  the  National  Difadvantage,  merely 
to  gratify  the  extravagant  and  unreafonable  Hu- 
mours of  fuch  Wretches  as  thefe  ?    Surely,  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  we  fhall  purfue  more  prudent 
Meafures,  both  for  our  Sakes,  and  their  own. 

But 
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B  u  T  we  are  told  farther,  **  That  all  Engliih 
"  Tradefmertf  of  every  Denomination^  are  use  0/9 
**  live  better  than  Foreigners-,  andtberrfore  can- 
"  NOT  afford  to  work  or  fell fo  cheap  as  thej:*'^ 
Be  it  To  :  Carry  then  this  Argument  to  a  Foreign 
Market^'and  fee  whether  it  will  perfwade  the  In- 
habitants oithat  Country  to  trade  with  you,  A 
French,  and  ^nEngliJb  Merchant,  are  Competi^ 
tors,  and  Rivals  to  each  other  in  the  Markets 
of  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  turky,  and  in  fhort 
all  over  the  World.  The  French  Man  offers 
his  Goods  at  20,  15,  10,  or  jC  ^rGr«/.  cheaper 
than  the  Bnglijh,  —  Our  Countryman  is  de- 
manded, fVby  he  will  not  fell  his  Goods  as 
cheap  as  others  ?  His  Anfwcr  is,  "  That  the 
"  Manufa^lurers  and  Mir  chants  live  better  in 
"  Ei^land,  than  Foreigner's  do,  and  therefore  be 
"  cannot  afford  it,''  This  is  a  mofl  perjwafivi 
Argument.  —  Undoubtedly  he  will  fell  much 
Cloth  by  allcdging  it.  —  He  is  afked  again. 
Why  they  will  not  in  his  Country  admit  Fo- 
reigners, who  work  chiaper,  to  fettle  among 
them,  that  fo  they  may  be  able  to  trade  upon 
an  equal  Footing  with  their  Neighbours  ?  To 
this  he  replies,  "  That  Foreigners,  and  he  kiwws 
**  not  ivho,  ought  not  to  come  and  take  the  Bread 
"  out  of  the  Mouths  of  the  Natives,'*  ^^Such  kind 
of  Rfiifning  muft  give  them  an  high  IJea  of 
tlie  Si  life  and  Difarnmcnt  of  our  Countryman. 
Let  us  therefore  apply  the  Cafe  to  ourlelvcs, 
and   not  argue  in  that  alfurd  and  ridtatlous 

Manner 
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Manner  at  home^  which  he  is  reprefented  as 
doing  abroad. 

The  Admiffion  then  of  Foreigners  to  fettle 
in  our  Country,  is  (o  far  from  taking  the  Bread 
out  of  the  Mouths  of  the  Natives,  that  it  is 
putting  Bread  into  the  Mouths  of  thofe,  who, 
otherwife,  in  a  fliort  Time  muft  have  7tone, 
For  the  Englifl  muft  trade,  at  leaft,  upon  an 
equal  Footing  with  other  Nations,  or  not  trade 
at  all.  —  And  then,  when  the  not  Trading  at 
all  is  the  Confequence,  we  (hall  indeed  have 
no  Foreigners  to  complain  of,  but  we  fhall 
have  a  much  y3r^r  Evil : — and  then,  perhaps 
when  it  is  too  late,  the  moft  Self-Interejled 
among  us  will  be  forry,  that  we  had  not  ad- 
mitted the  frugal  and  induftrious  from  all  Parts 
of  the  World,  to  fhare  the  Gains  of  Trade 
with  them,  rather  than  to  have  none  at  all. 

But  let  us  try  all  this  reafoning  by  plain 
Matters  of  Fadl.  The  Town  of  Birmingham, 
for  Example,  admits  all  Perfons  to  come  and 
fettle  among  them  ;  whom,  though  they  are 
Englijhmcn,  the  original  Natives  of  the  Place 
may  as  juftly  term  Foreigners  with  regard 
to  them^  as  we  ftile  other  Nations  by  that 

Name. "  Foreigners,  therefore,    and  / 

"  know  not  who,  came  from  all  Parts,  and 
"  fettled  at  Birmingham  ;  and — took  the  Bread 
"  out  of  the  Mouths  of  the  original  Ncimes.'* 
What  then  was  the  Confequence  of  this  great 

Wicked- 
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Wickednefs  ? — Whv,  within  thcfc  few  Years, 
the  Trade  and  Buildings  of  the  Town  have 
been  prodigioufly  incrcafcd,  and  all  the  Eftatcs 
for  a  great  many  Miles  round,  have  felt  the 
Benefit  of  this  great  Acceffion  of  Trade  and 
Inhabitants.  Birmingham^  from  being  a  Place 
of  little  Ccnfequencfy  is  now  become  one  of  the 
mofl  floi(rtJ}:ing  and  confiderahle  in  the  King- 
dom. And  there  is  no  Town,  with  its  exclu" 
Jive  Charters,  that  can  boaft  of  fo  many  JkiU 
ful  Artiils,  as  this  which  admits  all  Comers, 

MoREOVE  R,  there  are  fewer  Beggars  m 
this  Town,  Manchejler  and  Leeds^  where  all 
are  free^  than  in  any  which  has  Companies  of 
Trades,  and  exclufrve  Charters,  ty  So  true 
and  certain  it  is,  That  thefe  Rights  and  Pri" 
vikgeSy  as  they  are  called^  do  multiply  the  Num- 
bers of  the  Poor^  by  damping  the  Spirit  of 
Induftry,  Frugality,  and  Emulation,  inftcad  of 
diminijhing  them.  A  Manufadhirer,  who 
knows,  that  no  Foreiener  dares  come  in  to  be 
a  Competitor  againft  him,  thinks  himfclf  pri- 
vileged to  be  idle, 

T II E  other  Inftancc  I  (hall  mention,  is  the 
Cafe  of  the  French  Hiigonotf,  who  fled  from 
the  Perfecution  of  Lruis  XIV,  and  took  re- 
fuge in  England.  But  great  was  the  Outcry 
againft  them,  at  their  firft  coming.  "  Poor 
**  England  would  be  ruined!  Foreigners  r»- 
"  courazed!  And  our  own  i^ple  j^tfm«r /" 

N  thit 
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This  was  the  popular  Cry  of  thofe  Times.  — • 
6ut  the  Looms  in  Spit  tie-Fields  ^  and  the  Shops 
on  Ludgate-Hill,  have  at  laft  fufficiently  taught 
us  another  Leflbn.  And  now,  it  is  hoped,  we 
may  fay  without  Offence,  Thefe  Hiigonots  have 
been  fo  far  from  being  of  DiJJervice  to  the 
Natioti,  that  they  have  partly  got,  and  partly 
favedj  in  the  Space  of  fifty  Years,  a  Balance  in 
our  Favour  of,  at  leaft,  fifty  Millions 
Sterling. 

In  {hort,  Self-intereft  apart,  What  good 
Reafon  can  be  afligned,  why  we  fhould  not 
admit  Foreigners  among  Us  ?  —.Our  Country 
is  but  thinly  inhabited,  in  Comparifon  to  what 
it  might  be ;  And  many  hundred  Thoufands 
of  Acres  of  good  Land,  in  England  and  Wales^ 
not  to  mention  Scotland  and  Ireland,  lie  either 
entirely  wafte,  or  are  not  fufficiently  cultivated, 
for  want  of  Hands,  and  Perfons  to  confume  the 
Product.  Our  vaft  Commons,  all  over  the  King- 
dom, and  many  of  the  For  efts  and  Chaces,  might 
be  parceled  out  in  Lots,  to  fuch  of  the  Foreign- 
ers as  chufe  a  country  Life  ;  and  the  Reft  might 
find  Employment,  in  fomc  fhape  or  other,  in 
the  different  Manufadlures.  The  Natives  of 
England  likewife  do  not  increaje  fo  ^,  as 
thofe  of  other  Counties ;  our  common  People 
being  much  more  abandoned  and  debauched. 
The  marriage  State  Aio  is  not  fufficiently  encou- 
raged among  Us :  and  ten  Thoufand  common 
IVborci  are  not  fo  fruitful  (fetting  afide  the  Sin 

:     ■    ■        ■  .  '  of 


An  essay  on   TRADfi.    ^i 

of  the  Parents^  the  Difiafes  of  the  frw  C1)il- 
drcn  that  are  ^^rw,  and  their  want  of  a  pro^r 
and  virtuous  Education)  I  (ay,  10,000  com- 
mon Whores  are  not  fo  fruitful  ^  fifty  ! 
young  married  Women,  that  ^ivebcne/tzna  vir- 
tuous :  By  which  Means,  the  State  is  defrauded 
of  the  Increafe  of  upwards  of  1 99  Subjc^s  out 
of  200,  every  Year.  -—  Add  to  all  this,  that  it 
has  been  long  obfcrved  by  Men  of  Thought 
and  Speculation,  That  more  young  Children  die 
in  England  from  the  Birth  to  two  Tears  old, 
than  in  any  other  Country.  The  Sea  Iikcwifc, 
and  our  extenfive  Plantations,  arc  a  continual 
Dmin  upon  us.  And  the  manufk£luring  Poor 
at  home  are  killing  tbemfeheSf  and,  if  I  may  bi 
allowed  the  Expreflion,  their  Pofterity  Iikcwifc, 
as  faft  as  they  cin,  by  thofe  fure  fitjlrumenfs 
of  Death,  Gin  and  fpirituous  Liquors,  for 
ALL  thefe  Reafons  therefore,  as  well  as  on 
Account  of  hwering  the  Prkre  of  Labour,  and 
preventing  the  Combinations  of  Journeymen,  fo 
loudly  complained  of,  2jv\feverefy  fck  dirojagh- 
out  the  Kingdom,  it  is  humbly  hoped.  That 
thofe  Perfons  who  have  hitherto  oppofcd  tlic 
Naturalization  Bill,  will  fee  Caufe  to  change 
their  Sentiments;  and  will  look  upon  it  zs 
highly  uj?ful  and  ixpfdient,  and  produdHvc  of 
the  greatefl  wifMwa/ Advantages*.  Thcfe  are 
many  thoulands  of  Manufadhirers,  both  in  Silk 
And  Woollen,  in  the  South  of  France,  all  zeal- 
ous Proteliants,  who  would  gladly  come  over, 
if  they  could  learn,  that  they  Ihould  meet 
N  2  with 
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with  a  kind  Reception.  As  to  the  Difficulty 
of  making  their  Efcape  out  of  the  FrenchKing*s 
Dominions,  they  would  find  Ways  and  Means 
to  deceive  even  the  Vigilance  of  their  Govern- 
ors, by  retiring,  as  it  v^^ere  one  by  one,  and 
removing  under  various  Pretences,  towards  the 
manufaduring  Towns  in  Picardy  and  French^ 
Flanders^  (from  whence  they  could  fo  eafily 
pafs  over  to  us)  were  they  fure  of  finding  Pro- 
tcdlion  and  reafonable  Encouragement.  And 
as  Fngland  and  France  are  Rivals  to  each 
other,  and  Competitors  in  almoll  all  Branches 
of  Commerce,  every  fmgle  Manufa(fturer  fp 
coming  over,  would  be  our  Gain,  and  a  dou-» 
BLE  Loss  to  France. 

VIII.    PROPOSAL, 

T  o  encourage  a  Trade  with  our  own  Plan- 
tations, in  all  fuch  Articles  as  fiall  make  for 
the  mutual  Benefit  of  the  Mother  Country^  and 
her  Colonics, 

The  Reafons  for  this  Propofal  are  very 
obvious  and  convincing : — and  yet,  as  felfin- 
terejled  Perfons  will  be  apt  to  flart  Objections, 
and  raife  Difliculties,  it  may  be  proper  to  ex- 
patiate upon  them  a  little. 

\Jl  Therefore,  it  is  necefTary  that  we 
{hould  encourage  a  Trade  to  our  own  Planta- 
tions for  all  Sorts  of  Naval  Stores^  in  order 

that 
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tlut  wc  may  not  be  too  dependent  upon  the 
IVtll  and  Pleafurc  of  Foreign  Courts,  with  re- 
gard to  thcfc  ncceflary  Thuigs.  Many,  if  not 
moft  of  the  Implements  for  Navigation^  and 
confcquently  for  a  Sea  JVar^  arc  purchafed 
from  the  feveral  Nations  bordering  upon  the 
Baltick.  Suppofe  then  that  Sweden^  ^ffi^% 
or  Denmark,  fliould,  for  certain  Reafbns  of 
State,  or  by  the  Intrigues  of  the  French^  lay 
an  Embargo  on  thefe  Commodities,  at  a  Crijis 
when  we  greatly  wanted  them; — or  (hould 
refufe  them  to  Us,  and  fell  them  to  our  Ene- 
mies J  to  what  a  dijlrejfed  Situation  would  this 
reduce  Us  ?  and  who  can  tell  what  might  be 
the  Confequences  of  it  ?  And  as  the  Politicks 
of  Princes  are  ever  fuBuating  and  changing^ 
why  fhould  we  put  it  in  the  Power  of  any 
Potentate  to  have  fucli  a  Command  over  Us  ? 

2^/v,  A  s  the  Balance  in  regard  to  all  tlicfc 
Countries  is  confiderably  again/i  Us,  common 
Prudence  will  fuggeft,  that  we  ought  to  turn 
it  in  our  Favour ^  if  we  can.  Now  this  wc 
fhall  be  able  to  do  (or  at  the  worft,  bring  it  to 
an  Equilibrium^  which  in  itfelf  is  no  difadrcan- 
tageous  kind  of  Commerce)  if  wc  can  purchafe 
the  fame  Commodities  in  our  own  Plantations, 
which  we  ufed  to  import  from  thcfc  Countries. 
Befides,  the  Balance  is  not  only  againd  Us 
with  regard  to  Sweden,  but  alio  the  very  Money 
which  is  drawn  from  Us  by  means  ot  this  loof- 

ing 
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ing  Trade,  is  converted  to  fupport  a  French 
Intereft,  in  Oppofition  to  ours.     But 

'i^dly.  Were  the  Cafe  hidifferent^  where 
we  traded,  (which  it  is  not)  the  natural  Af- 
fedlion,  which  the  Mother  Country  fliould 
have  for  her  Colonies,  where  we  have  fo  many- 
Friends,  Relations,  and  Acquaintance,  fliould 
determine  Us  to  give  them  the  Preference.  — 
But  indeed  our  own  Intered  is  nearly  and  ef- 
fentia/fy  concerned  in  this  Affair:  For, 

^thiy.  Unless  we  promote  a  Trade  with 
thejn^  and  take  off  the  Growth  and  Commodities 
of  their  Plantations,  they  will  be  reduced  to 
the  Necejjity  of  Offering  them  to  Sale  at  other 
Market,  or  permitting  other  Nations  to  come 
and  trade  with  them :  The  Confequence  of 
which  will  be,  that  they  will  take  the  Produdt 
and  Manufaftures  of  thefe  Nations  in  return. 
And  indeed  this  is  too  much  the  Cafe  at  pre- 
fent :  For  one  third,  at  leaft,  of  the  Luxuries 
and  Elegancies  of  Life,  brought  into  our  Colo- 
nies (as  was  obferved  *  before)  is  the  Growth 
and  Manufacture  of  other  Countries,  and  prin- 
cipally of  Prance.  And  as  our  Trade,  par- 
ticularly to  fome  of  the  Northern  Colonies,  is 
growing  lefs  and  lefs,  this  Evil  muft  daily  in- 
creafe  in  the  lame  Proportion.     Moreover, 

*  Sec  the  Xlth  Dilkdvantage  of  Great  Britain. 
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Stbfyt  Unless  wc  can  fupply  oar  Colonics 
with  fuch  Commodities  and  Manufii^htccs  at 
they  v^ant,  by  way  of  Barter  for  fomc  of 
theirs  which  they  can  fpare,  —They  will  be 
obliged  to  raifc  thofe  Things  thcmfclvcs.  And 
feeing  that  many  of  the  ntw  Settlements  on 
the  Continent  of  America,  arc  feveral  hundrad 
Miles  up  the  Country,  between,  and  beyond 
the  Mountains ;  this  Diftance  of  Situation  will 
increafe  the  NeceHity  they  arc  already  under 
of  manufa^uring  for  thcmfelvcs,— unlefe  we 
can  droert  their  Thoughts  to  fome  other  Pro- 
je6fs.  Nay  more,  when  once  a  Manufacture 
is  fet  up  in  thofe  diftant  Regions,  it  will  ex- 
tend itfelf  downwards ;  and  the  Inhabitants 
on  the  Sea-Coaft  will  be  fupplicd  by  their 
Neighbours  in  the  Up-Lands,  upon  cheaper 
and  eafier  Terms  than  we  can  fupply  them.— 
It  is  a  lull  Complaint,  That  many  of  the  Pro- 
vinces have  fet  up  feveral  Species  of  Manu- 
fa^ures,  which  gready  interfere  with  the  Trade 
and  Profperity  of  their  Mother  Country,  ^'ct 
how  (hall  we  prevent  them  ?—  There  is  but 
one  Way  to  do  it,  that  is  either  yj^  or  proc- 
ticable :  and  that  is.  By  an  Exchange  of  Com- 
modities to  mutual  Benefit.— A  mu- 
tual Benefit  is  a  mutual  Depbndenck. 
And  this  Principle  alone  will  contribute  more 
to  the  preferring  of  the  Dependency  of  our 
Colonies  upon  their  Mother  Country,  than  any 
otlier  Refinement  or  Invention.    For  if  we  are 

afraid, 
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afraid,  that  one  Day  or  other  they  will  revolt, 
and  fet  up  for  themfelves,  as  fome  fcem  to 
apprehend ;  Let  us  not  drive  them  to  a  Ne- 
ceflity  to  feel  themfelves  independent  of  us;— 
As  they  wilt  do,  the  Moment  they  perceive, 
that  they  can  be  fupplied  with  all  Things 
from  within  themfelves,  and  do  not  need  our 
AfTiftance.  If  we  would  keep  them  ftill  de- 
pendent upon  their  Mother  Country,  and  in 
fome  Kefpe^is  fulffervient  to  her  Viewsy  and 
Welfare -J — Let  us  make  it  their  Interest 
always  fo  to  be. 

For  thefe  Reafons  therefore,  it  is  humbly 
apprehended.  That  the  Trade  to  our  Colonies 
and  Plant ationsy  muft  appear  to  be  of  the  ut- 
moll  Confequence  to  the  Power,  Strength,  and 
Profperity  of  Great  Britain,  But  to  effecftu- 
ate  this  good  End,  an  important  Queftion 
comes  next  to  be  decided ;  viz,  "  What  Pro- 
**  duce  fhould  our  Colonies  be  moft  encou- 
"  raged  to  raife  and  cultivate  ?  —  And  what 
"  Sort  of  Manufadlures  fliall  they  be  allowed 
"  to  barter  in  Return  for  ours?  " — It  is  eafy 
to  fee.  That  they  cannot  make  large  Payments 
in  Gold  and  Silver  ;  and  it  is  alfo  equally  plain 
and  certain,  That  we  will  not,  cannot  indeed, 
allow  them  to  introduce  fach  Things  among 
us,  as  will  prevent  the  Confumption  of  our 
own  Commodities,  to  fnch  a  Degree,  as  to  be 
u/>on  the  l^^ole,  of  National  Difadvantage. 

Wh  ere- 
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Wherefore,  witli  great  Submiflion,  I 
will  beg  Leave  to  offer  fome  few  plain  Obfer' 
vat/ons,  which  perhaps  might  not  be  altoge- 
ther unferviceablc  as  to  the  Regulation  of  fuch 
a  Trade. 

Fi  RST  then.  It  feems  chiefly  requifite,  that 
due  Encouragement  ihould  be  given  to  our 
Colonies,  to  apply  their  Thoughts  towards  the 
railing  offucb  Commodities,  as  do  not  inter- 
fere witJi  thofe  of  the  Mother  Country. 

Secondly,  They  fliould  alio  not  only 
be  allowed,  but  be  particularfy  incouraged  to 
import  all  fuch  raw  Materials  as  are 
to  be  manufaBured  here  in  England \  —  even 
though  we  raife  the  fame  Sort  ourfclves  :  Be- 
caufe  the  fnore  we  have  of  thefe.  the  better^ 
fince  the  cheaper  they  are  purcbafed^  the  monp 
.  of  them  can  be  worked  up ;  and  the  more 
there  are  worked  up,  the  greater  Number  of 
Hands  are  emphjyed\  and  confequently,  the 
more  Money  is  either  farced^  or  get  to  the 
Nation.  Moreover,  this  Argument  becomes 
fo  much  the  ftronger,  if  the  raw  Materials 
we  have  of  our  own,  are  by  no  means  fuffi* 
cient  for  the  Demand  of  the  Manufa<fturc,  ei- 
ther as  to  ^antity,  or  Goodnefs ;  which  is  the 
Cafe  with  the  Bar  Iron  here  made  in  Eng" 
land :  So  that  we  are  obliged  to  have  rccourie 
to  foreign  Countries  for  a  Supply  i— as  in  the 

O  Cafe 
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Cafe  of  Bar  Iron  we  do  to  Swede?!,  to  the 
Amount  of  near  200,000  /.  Sterling  a  Year. 

Thirdly,  We  ought  to  permit  our  Co- 
lonies to  fupply  us  upon  eafy  Terms  with  all 
fuch  Articles  of  Luxury  as  we  are  wedded  to, 
and  will  have  either  from  them,  or  others.  — 
Confequently,    in  Reafon   and  good   Policy, 
they  ought  to  have  the  Preference,  by  being 
indulged  to  import  thefe  Articles  under  the 
Advantage  of  an  eafy  and  reafonable  Duty  j 
whilft  the  Commodities  oi  foreign  Nations  are 
charged  with  higher   Imports  and  Cuftoms. 
In  fuch  a  Cafe,  the  mutual  Exchange  of  Com- 
modities between  us  and  the  Colonies,  would 
become  a  mutual  AdvaJitagc :  But  that  is  not 
'all  J  Por  as  the  Duties  would  be  moderate, 
the  Temptations  to  Smuggling  would  be  fmall; 
the  Consumption  of  the  Commodities  of  our 
own  Colonies  greater,  and  that  of  other  Na- 
tions lefs :  By  which  means,  the  Revenue  it- 
Telf  would   rife  much  higher  than   it  doth, 
'when  there  are  large  and  heavy  Duties :  For 
thefe  will  ever  be  attended  with  one  or  other 
^pf  the  following  EfFedts,  either  the  preventing 
'the  Importation  of  the  Commodity,  or  its  Bn^ 
trance  at  the  Cuftom-houfe. 


.  y^ 


Fourthly,  In  the  Regulation  of  a  Trade 
^ith  our  Colonies,  fome  Regard  fliould  be  had 
IjQ  thofe  (Tiftant  Parts  of  the  Country,  which 
lie  remoteft  frofti  the  Sea:  j  'that  even  the  fer- 

thefl 
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theft  Inhabitants  may  likcwifc  find  Employ- 
ment in  the  raifinp  of  fuch  Commodities  as 
are  fitted  for  their  Situation,  and  are  light  of 
Carriage.  And  if  their  Thoughts  arc  proper*, 
ly  taken  up  in  the  Cuhivation  of  thcfc  Things 
they  will  have  neither  Time  nor  Inclination 
to  purfue  other  Proje^s,  which  might  prove 
detrimental  to  the  Mother  Country. 

—From  thefe  Principles  therefore  it  feems 
clearly  to  follow.  That  the  Culture  of  Coffe^ 
Cocoa  Nut,  Cocbifjea/,  Indico,  and  Pimento^ 
pught  clpecially  to  be  encouraged  in  the  moun' 
tainousy  inlamPart  of  Jamaica,-^  And  that 
of  Bar  Irony  Hempy  Flax,  Indico,  and  Raw 
Silky  in  the  Countries  between,  and  bcyoD4 
the  Mountains,  on  the  Back  of  Carolina,  Vir^ 
ginia,  Penfihama,  &c. 

Some  of  diefc  indeed  are  heavy  Goods ; 
and  therefore  fccm  not  fo  proper  to  be  raifed 
in  a  Country  fo  far  diftant  from  any  Sfo^ 
Port :  But  on  the  other  hand,  when  it  is  cour 
fidered  how  particularly  rich  the  Soil  in  thole 
Parts  is,  and  how  well  adapted  the  Country 
for  the  raifing  fuch  Articles,  and  how  conve- 
niently tlie  Inliabitants  could  load  the  Cattle 
they  bring  down  every  Market  Day, with  theie 
Commodities ;  the  Difliculty,  I  hope,  in  great 
Part  vanifhes,  and  the  Propriety  of  alfigning 
thefe  TraAs  of  Land  for  the  Culture  of  thtro, 
evidently  appears. 

O  2  Enouoii 
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Enough  therefore  has  been  faid,  to  evince- 
beyond  all  Contradiction,  That  it  is  the  In- 
terest of  the  Kingdom,  that  fuch  a 
Trade  as  here  defcribed,  fhould  be  carried  on : 
But  whether  it  is  the  Inter  eft  of  the  Merchant 
to  EMBARK  in  it,  is  another Queftion :  And 
5*^et,  till  he  can  find  his  own  private  Account 
in  the  Affair,  it  is  too  clear  a  Point,  that 
whatever  has  been  faid  as  to  the  Publick  and 
National  Advantage,  will  pafs  for  jiotJmig.-^ 
A  Merchant  will  not  engage  in  a  loftng  Trade, 
and  ruin  himfelf  to  benefit  his  Country.  In- 
deed it  is  unreafonable  to  expedl  he  fliould. 
And  the  great  Complaint  againft  the  Trade 
to  feme  of  our  Northern  Colonies  long  has 
been,  That  there  is  nothing  to  be  got  by  it ; 
that  is.  That  the  Merchant  can  get  nothing, 
or  next  to  nothing,  if  compared  to  his  Gains 
to  and  from  other  Places.  The  Trade  to 
Tienjnark^  Sweden^  or  RuJJta^  is  more  advan- 
tageous to  him^  though  very  detrimental  to  his 
Country  ;  and  therefore,  if  we  would  expert 
the  Merchant  to  turn  his  Thoughts  wholly 
to  the  Plantation-Trade,  we  muft  caufe  him 
to  find  his  chief  Intereft  in  the  Purfuit  of  itii/ 

Now  there  are  four  Ways  or  Methods  for 
turning  a  Trade  into  a  ne^  Channel,  and  ftop- 
fing  up  the  old  one. 

The  firfi  is,  By  laying  additional  Duties 
npon  the  Commodities  of  one  Country,  but  not 

'  on 
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oil  thofc  of  another.  By  this  means,  if  the 
Commodities  are  in  any  Degree  equal  to  each 
other  in  Goodnefs  and  Falue,  the  former  will 
be  prevented  from  being  imported,  on  Ac- 
count of  their  Deamefi  to  the  Confumer ;  and 
the  latter  will  have  the  Preference,  by  reafon 
of  their  Cheapnvfs,  But  this  Method,  however 
expedient  at  particular  Jundures,  is  to  be  u(ed 
with  great  Warineft  and  Caution.  For  every 
fuch  additional  Duty  put  upon  the  Commo- 
dities of  a  foreign  Country,  will  be  looked 
upon  by  that  Country,  as  an  Ad  of  Hojiility 
committed  upon  its  Trade  and  Commerce; 
which  they  will  be  fure  to  revenge  upon  the 
Commodities  and  Manufadhires  of  the  Coun- 
try that  was  the  jiggreffbr,  Befides,  high  ad- 
ditional Duties  are  too  violent  and  precipitate 
a  Method  of  turning  a  Trade  into  a  new  Chan- 
nel,—  efpecially  where  the  Manufadlure  is  yet 
in  its  Infancy^  and  cannot  anfwer  the  Demand 
for  it.  It  is  therefore  much  more  fiifc  and 
prudent,  to  incline  the  Scale  gently  and  gra- 
dually on  the  Side  you  would  favour ;  that  fo 
the  Inhabitants  of  tnat  Country  may  have  time 
to  raife  the  proper  ^antity  of  the  Commodi- 
ties that  are  wanted,  and  may  increafe  and 
perfcil  their  Manufactures,  by  due  Jpplica- 
ticn  and  Experience, — And  alio,  that  we  our- 
fclves  may  not  be  didrcflcd  on  Account  of  the 
Scarcefiefsy  or  the  Badnefs  of  the  Commodity ; 
or  be  forced  to  pay  an  exorbitant  Price,  by 
means  of  the  Monopoly  which  the  Inhabitants 

of 
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of  the  Jawoursd  Gountry  will  have  againfl  us, 

Wh e re f ore,  fecoTiJfy,  another  more  com^ 
modious,  artd  lels  exceptionable  Way,  is.  To 
grant  certain  Privileges  and  Exemptions  -,  — 
which  fhall  continue  till  the  Trade  is  fuffici- 
ently  ejiablijhed^  and  needs  no  Support 'y  that 
is,  till  the  Merchant  can  find  it  worth  his> 
while  to  engage  in  it,  without  being  paid  at 
riie  puhlkk  Expence.  Suppofe  therdFore,  that 
at  the  Begi?ming  of  fuch  a  Trade,  certain  Com- 
modities were  permitted  to  be  imported  upon 
6ajy  l^ernis ;— or  rather  D  u  t  y  free,  which 
is  better  ftill :  Then  our  Colonies  would  turn 
their  Thoughts  to  the  ratfing  them ;  and  the 
Merchant  .would  find  his  own  private  Account 
in  importing  them.  But  if  any  thing  obftru(S^ 
cd;  lo  that  this  did  not  prove  fufficient  to  en- 
gage them  in  the  Profecution  of  fuch  Defigns ; 
or  that  the  Demand  Jlill  ran  in  favour  of  the 
Goods  of  another  Nation ;  then, 
-1/  ^   i:::i:  ■ 

'  Thirdly ,  The  Scale  muft  be  turned  by  tlie 
Addition  of  a  Bounty  upon  Importation: 
And  to  quicken  their  Diligence,  and  excite  a 
Spirit  of  Emulation,  to  thefe  Encouragements 
may  AiU  be  added, 

Fcw'thly,   A  Personal  Premium  to 

fuch  Merchants,  as  Hiall  import  the  mo/i  of 

thefe  Commodities,  and  the  beji  in  their  Kind. 

Prizes  of  this  Nature,  are  pbferved  to  do  won- 

>  derful 
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derful  Things  in  the  raiftng  wiA  tmfi&ivg x£ 
a  Manufa<5lurc.  We  have  icen  acir  good  £f- 
fcd:s  in  Ireland  \  and  it  were  f^reitly  to  be 
wIHied  W€  had  the  Eime  laudable  infticuticHi 
here  in  England.  If  cmainSnvMrcrevcAed 
in  the  Board  of  Trade  for  this  Paq>o(e,  we 
might  not  defpair  of  feeing  tfaeMither  Coun- 
try in  a  yiw  I  cars  Supplied  vArhPtt^jt/bet^ 
Bar  Irony  F/aXj  Hempj  Jndico,  CocbhuaU 
Coffee,  Cocoa  Nut,  Pitcb  and  Tar,  all  Sorts  of 
Naval  Stores,  and  Raw  Silk,  chiefly  fi-oni  her 
own  Colonies.  The  Fa<5t  is  andeniable,  That 
ALL  thefe  Things  can  be  raifcd  in  our  Planta- 
tions cither  on  the  Continent,  or  in  the  IJUmdu 
And  though  fomc  Difficulties  would  attend 
the  Enterprize  at  firft  fetting  out,  yet  Indniby 
and  Application,  together  with  the  Induce^ 
ments  ot  Bounties  and perfonal Primiums,\s'ou\d 
furmount  them  all.  If  Prizes  wtveHxed,  viz. 
So  much  to  thtfirfl,  the//rW,  ^md  the  third 
Importer  of  the  mofi  in  Quantity,  and  it;fl  in 
Kind  J  and  notice  given  thereof  in  the  Gazetie 
by  Publick  Authority  -,  What  an  :£«ifli«/lon 
would  it  excite  amongll:  all  the  Merchants  of 
the  Kingdom  ?  How  gladly  would  our  Colo- 
nies embrace  fuch  Propofals,  and  ^t  the^Por- 
fuit  of  the  Manufa<5tupes  they  are  now  engaged 
in  P  It  is  certain,  thefe  Manu£idtiires,-tao' 
highly  detrimental  to  us,  are  not  j^advont^e- 
ous  to  ibemy  as  the  Raifmg  the  above  men- 
tioned Commodities  wouid  be-,  ^bccaufe  thoy 
could  employ  their  Negroes  in  fuch  Work  j 

whereas 
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whereas  the  Negroes  are  found  to  be  not  Co 
proper  to  engage  in  a  Manufacture,  which  has 
a  long  Courfe  and  different  Parts  before  it  is 
compleated;  and  the  Labour  of  the  white 
People  is  dear  and  expenlive. 

As  to  the  Article  of  Raw  Silk,  the  Impor- 
tance of  it,  I  hope,  will  juftify  the  recom- 
mending of  the  Culture  of  it  in  a  veiy  parti- 
cular Manner.  The  excejjrve  Price  it  now 
bears,  and  the  great  Difficulties  to  which  the 
Manufacturers  are  driven,  in  order  to  get  it 
at  any  Rate,  require  that  fomething  fhould  be 
attempted  without  Delay.  Every  Nation  now 
begins  to  perceive.  That  it  is  imprudent  and 
impolitick  to  fuffer  fuch  precious  Materials  to  be 
exported  unmanufaBured  out  of  their  Coun- 
try. They  have  therefore  prohibited  the  do- 
ing it  under  the  fevereft  Penalties :—  And  we 
cannot  blame  them.  But  for  that  very  Rea- 
fon  we  ought  to  endeavour  to  raife  the  Com- 
modity ourfelves.  And  with  humble  Sub- 
miflion,  no  Time  ever  feemed  fo  favourable 
for  the  doing  it,  as  the  prefent.  For  as  the 
Price  is  high,  this  is  not  only  an  Inducement 
to  fet  about  it ;  but  alfo  as  we  have  now  a 
different  Sort  of  Inhabitants  in  our  Colonies  to 
engage  in  it,  than  we  had  before,  we  have 
therefore  the  greater  ProfpeCt  of  Succefs.  The 
Complaint  formerly  was.  That  the  Cultivation 
of  it  would  ?iot  anfwer  on  Account  of  the 
Dearnefs  of  Labour.    The  Inhabitants  towards 

the 


An  essay  on   TRADE.  105 

the  Sea-Coajii  could  employ  their  Time  to 
greater  Advantage  in  the  Culture  of  ^obacco^ 
Rice,  &c.  therefore  the  Scheme  for  Raw  Silk 
mufl  fail.  But  at  prcfcnt  we  have  feveral 
thoufands  of  Palatines  and  Moraruiam,  fettled 
in  the  Vallics  between  the  Mountains  in  a 
Country  much  like  Piemcnt,  where  the  bcft 
Silk  grows:  Now  as  they  cannot  cultivate 
Rice  or  Tobacco  for  Exportation  j  and  as  they 
are  far  removed  from  the  Center  of  Tnule,  and 
are  alfo  a  parfimoniousy  ahjiemious  People,  they 
will  certainly  work  much  cheaper  than  the  £^^^- 
lijh  heretofore  towards  the  Sea-fide,  who  were 
ever  noted  for  the  contrary  Qualities.  So  that 
upon  tPic  VVJiole,  the  Time  and  the  Occa/ion 
invite  ;  the  Necejiiies  of  the  Manufa^rc,  and 
the  Interejl  oF  our  Country,  require  that  fomc 
Attempt  fliould  be  fpeedily  made  for  the  raif- 
ing  of  Raw  Si/Jk  in  our  Colonies. 

IX.    PROPOSAL. 

To  pur  chafe  the  IJle  of  Man  of  the  prcfent 
noble  Proprietor ;  and  antiex  it  to  the  Crown 
of  Great  Britain, 

The  late  Purchafe  of  the  Hcrcditable  Jut 
rifdicftions  in  Scotland  hath  fet  an  excellent  Ex- 
ample, which  defcrves  Imitation.  And  indeed 
in  the  prefent  Cafe  the  Realons  for  annexing 
this  Royalty  to  the  Crown,  hold  ftroi^  than 
in  any  of  the  others.  For  the  Decrimmt, 
P  which 
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which  the  whole  Kingdom  fuftains  by  the 
Alie?iatiDn  of  it,    is  much  greater  than  that 
which  arofe  from  all  the  Royalties  and  Jiirif- 
didlions  of  Scotlajid.     The  ijle  of  Man  is  the 
great  Magazine  for  the  French  to  depofite  their 
Wines  and  Brandies,  Teas,  and  other  Com- 
modities in,  till  Opportunity  offers  of  Smug- 
gling them  on  the  Coafts  of  England^  Scotland, 
Ireland  and  Wales.     The  Lofs  hereby  to  this 
Nation^  and  the  Gaifis  to  the  French,  are  in- 
expreflibly  great.     And  as  all  the  Sums  drained 
from  us,  are  employed  by  them  in  Time  of 
War  to  hire  Troops,  and  pay  Armies  to  fight 
again/l  Us,  it  will  be  no  Exaggeration  of  the 
Truth  to  fay,    ^  That    llnce  the  Peace  of 
Utrecht,  they  have  drawn  more  Money  from 
us  by  means  of  their  Trade  with  this  Ifland, 
than  was  fufficient  to  maintain  30,000  Men, 
with  a  Train  of  Artillery,  during  the  late  War 
in  Flanders.  —  Is  this  now  a  Matter  of  no 
Confequence  ?  Would  the  French  have  fuffered 
a  like  Sovereignty  and  Jurifdi6lion  to  remain 
on  their  Coafts,  fo  greatly  to  the  Detriment  of 
the  Kingdom  in  general  ?     No  ;    the  Cafe  of 
the  Sovereignty  of  Belle-IJle,  formerly  in  Pol- 
feffion  of  the  Familv  of  the  famous  Duke  of 
that  Name,  plainly  flievvs  they  would  not. 

Besides,  the  IJle  of  Man  creates  a  pro- 
digious Exigence  to  the  Britiflj  Government, 
in  maintaining  fo  many  Offices,  Cruifers,  cffr. 
to  guard  againil  its  illicii  and  pernicious  Trade. 

This 
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This  Article  alone  cannot  be  Icfs  than  20,000/. 
a  Year,  including  in  the  Eftimation  the  Ofti- 
cers  in  Ireland^  that  arc  kept  there  on  the  fame 
Account.  I  might  alfo  mention  the  notorious 
Frauds  committed  in  the  Cufloms,  together 
with  the  Perjuries  always  attending  them,— 
the  Entry  of  certain  Goods  for  Export  at  ion  ^^^ 
receiving  a  Drawback  or  Debenture ^ — laiuiing 
thofc  Goods  in  the  IJle  of  Matt^  —  and  then 
running  them  back  again  upon  our  own  Coofb. 
But  furely  there  is  no  need  of  labouring  to 
convince  any  one  in  fo  clear  a  Cafe, 

I N  (hort  this  Ifland  may  be  looked  upon  as 
a  Fortrefs  in  the  Hands  of  our  Enemies,  from 
whence  they  are  continually  annoying  Us  in 
the  mod  fenjible  Part,  our  "Trade  and  Qim- 
merce*  And  the  whole  Queftion  is,  Whether 
we  ought  to  difpojfefs  them  or  not  ?— A  Qucf- 
tion  which  admits  of  no  Dil'putc,  if  the  Pub- 
lick  Good,  and  Welfare  of  our  Country  are  to 
determine  it.  Befides,  the  noble  Proprietor 
himfelf  need  be  no  Lofer,  nay  he  may  be  a 
confiderable  Gainer  by  fuch  a  Purchafc.  For 
as  the  whole  Revenue  of  the  Ifland  is  faid  not 
to  amount  to  more  than  between  3,  or  4000/. 
a  Year,  it  would  be  a  cheap  Exchai^  to  the 
Publick,  if  he  was  paid  40,  50,  or  60  Years 
purchafe  for  his  Property  therein. 


Pa  X.  PRO- 


ic8   An   essay   on   TRADE, 

X.     PROPOSAL. 

T  o  invite  Foreigners  of  DijlinBion  to  travel 
among  Usy  that  fo  we  may  have  fomething  in 
return  for  the  vaft  Sums  which  we  yearly 
fend  abroad.  To  this  End  there  is  wanting  a 
concife  Treatife  in  French  and  Englijh,  fetting 
forth  the  Advantages  which  Perfons  of  diffe- 
rent Taftes  and  Inclinations  may  enjoy  by  fuch 
a  Tour  :  The  Man  of  Pleafure  and  Diverfion 
—The  Virtuofo— The  Scholar  and  Man  of 
Letters  — The  Lav^^yer — Phyfician-r-Divine— 
Merchant,  ^c.  with  Directions  how  to  per- 
form a  regular  Tour— a  fliorter  or  a  longer -*- 
what  Things  are  moil  remarkable  to  be  feen : 
—  Churches  —  Seats  —  Gardens— Pictures— 
Manufadlures  — Ports,  &c.  —  what  Books  or 
Treatifes  are  neceflary  to  be  confulted  —  how 
to  learn  the  Language— with  the  proper  Stages 
marked  out  —  and  a  Calculation  of  the  Ex- 
pence  in  the  moderate  Way  of  Travelling. 

It  has  been  obferv^ed  before,  under  the 
Xllth  Advantage  of  France,  page  20.  That 
Travelling  irtto  a  Country  is  of  greater  Confe- 
quence  to  the  Trade  and  Manufad:ures  of  that 
Country,  than  is  ufually  apprehended.  And 
as  England  \s  as  deferving  the  Notice  oi  curious 
and  inquifitive  Foreigners,  as  any  Country  on 
the  Globe,  it  is  a  great  Pity,  that  fome  inge- 
nious Hand  hath  not  yet  lent  them  his  friendly 

Afiiftance 
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AlTiflance,  by  an  ^xpreis  Trcatifc  on  the  Sub- 
ject. It  won  Id  be  a  great  Pleafurc  to  the  Au- 
thor to  contribute  what  he  can,  only  as  an 
injt  :cr  IVorkfnan^  in  the  accomplifhini;  fuch 
a  Dcfign.  And  thc-cfore  if  he  could  fungi 
^at  KMky  as  Horace  expreflcs  it,  and  be  con- 
fid^Mi  ^ly  as  a  Whft'^one  to  give  an  EJ^e  to 
the  'Indtrtations  of  others,  who  have  Abuities 
to  execute  fuch  a  Scheme,  he  would  gladly 
offer  his  AlTiflance. 

With  thefe  Sentiments  therefore  he  bea 
Leave  to  propofe  the  following  ruugb  ^^ketX^ 
only  as  general  Hints  to  be  imprffurd upon,  vrz» 

StFPPOsB  a  modeft  Treatiife  was  wrot^ 
\^thout  puffing,  or  too  much  extoling  ourfchrs, 
or  our  Country,  containing  a  Plan  for  a  Fo- 
reigner to  travel  in  Eftgiand  a  Year,  or  longer, 
with  Pleafure  and  Advafrt^: 

Chap.  I.  Setting  forth  the  Situation  of  the 
Country,  the  Air  and  Climate,  Nature  of  the 
Soil,  and  its  general  Produ<5tions. 

Chap.  II.  The  prcfent  Inhabitants,  Prin- 
ciples of  their  Government,  their  Virtues  and 
Vices,  Humours,  Divcrfions,  the  Manner  of 
coHverfing  agreeably  with  them,  and  accommo- 
dating one's  felf  to  the  general  Tafte  and  Gc^ 
nius  of  the  Countr}',  Method  of  learning  the 
Language  —and  PronBiiciatkm— Method  and 

ExpCDCC 
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Expence  of  Travelling— manner  of  obtaining 
Recommendations  from  abroad  to  London^  and 
from  London  to  the  other  Parts  of  the  King- 
dom. 

C  H  AjP.  III.  Containing  the  Plan  for  a  Fo- 
reigner to  make  the  Tour  of  England  in  eight 
Stages,  within  the  Compafs  of  a  Year,  each 
Stage  containing  les  Environs^  or  the  Diftridt 
of  ten  Miles  round  the  Place  of  Relidence,  in 
which  Diftridl  the  principal  Seats — Towns — 
Manufedures  —  Curiofities,  &c.  fhould  be 
briefly  defcribed :  wz.  Suppofing  the  Stranger 
landed  the  Beginning  of  >^/n7;  then  the    ;-) 

-   ij^  Stage,  London  and'  ks  Environs^  in  the 
Month  oi  JpriL  ...'.•, 

N.  B,  It  might  be  improper,  A  Foreigner 
fhould  flay  longer  in  the  Capital  upon  firfl 
coming  over,  than  to  fettle  his  Correfpondences, 
and  get  Recommendations'  to  other  Places  j 
left  whilft  he  is  a  Stranger  to  the  Language, 
he  ftiould  aflbciate  too  much  with  his  own 
Countrymen,  and  be  little  benefited  by  his 
^Ttavelling.' 

2d  Stage,  Cambridge  and  les  Environs,  in 
May.  Here  he  fhould  begin  in  earneft  to 
learn  tlie  Language  by  the  Help  of  fbme  good 
Grammar,  and  to  learn  the  Pronunciation  by 
coming  to  Church  with  his  French  and  Englijb 

Common 
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Common  Prayer,  and  liftcning  to  the  Clergy- 
man's flow  and  deliberate  Reading.  If  this 
Method  was  duly  pradticed,  Foreigners  would 
not  find  that  Difficulty  in  learning  the  Pronun- 
ciation of  our  Language,  as  they  are  ape  to 
imagine.  And  this  is  an  Advantage  of  teach- 
ing it,  in  fome  Refpedt  peculiar  to  Us. 

3^  Stage,  Oxford  and  les  Environs,  in  ^une. 
Note,  In  laying  out  the  Route  between  Place 
and  Place,  it  would  be  proper  to  contrive  ic 
fo,  as  the  Traveller  might  fee  as  many  Thinn 
worthy  of  Notice  in  his  Paflage,  as  he  could. 

4/Z>  Stage,  Birmingham  and  Us  Environs,  in 

^tb  Stage,  Brijlol  and  les  E/rjirom,  in  jfu- 

6tb  Stage,  A  Tour  from  Brijiol  to  Port/- 
mouth,  through  fViiton,  Salijbury,  &c.  and 
then  return  to  Bath  in  September. 

jth  Stage,  Bath  and  Us  Environs,  during 
Otlober  and  November, 

Sth  Stage,  London,  during  the  Months  of 
December^  January,  February  and  March, 
which  complete  the  Year. 
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If  after  this  the  Foreigner  choofes  to  re* 
fide  longer  in  England^  and  to  fee  other  Parts 
of  the  Kingdom,  then  he  might  take  a  Tour 
of  Six  Months  in  the  following  manner  j  viz, 

I.  Tork,  and  ks  Environs,  in  the  Month  of 
ylpril 
'  2.  Leeds  and  Manche/ier,  in  May. 

3.  Liverpoole  ^nd  Che/ier,  mjune, 

4.  Chatfworth  and  Derby,  in  July. 

5.  Nottingham  and  Northampton,  in  Auguft, 

6.  From  thence  through  Z/oW(?«  to  the  Place 
of  Embarkation,  in  September-,  vifiting  the 
principal  Seats,  Towns,  &c.  of  Kent  or  £^^, 
in  the  Way  to  Dover  or  Harwich, 

Chap.  IV,  Containing  Obfervations  on 
the  Literature  and  Learning  of  the  EngUjh-y 
and  the  Advantages  which  Perfons  of  different 
Taftes  may  reap,  from  being  acquainted  with 
them.  —  Concluding  with  a  finall  Catalogue 
of  the  choicefl  Authors  in  polite  Literature,  and 
thefeveral  Sciences  j — with  a  Lift  of  our  beft 
Plays,  as  to  Morals,  Language,  and  Dejign-, 
that  fo  a  Foreigner  may  know,  when  it  ftiall 
be  worth  his  while  to  go  to  our  Theatres. 

XL    PROPOSAL. 

T  o  cut  fome  Canals  between  our  great  T'omns 
of  I'rade,  for  the  Conve?2iency  and  Cheapnefs  of 

Carriage, 
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Carriage.  —  Canals  arc  much  preferable  to 
the  making  Rivers  navigable,  even  where  both 
might  be  done.      For  in  the  firft  Place,  the: 
Expence  is  not  greater,   except  perhaj>s  thc^ 
Purchafe  of  the  Ground.     In  the  next  Place, 
they  are  kept  ami  repaired  at  a  mudi  calicr 
Rate.     They  are  not  fubjeft  to  Inundations, 
or  the  Shifting  of  the  Sand  and  Gravel,  and 
are  generally  much  pytrter  and  ftreighter,  — 
But  what  is  above  every  other  Confideratkn^ 
A  Boat  laden  with  Merchandize  in  a  Carad,* 
may  be  drawn  by  a  fmgle  Horfc,  on  a  full 
Troty  as  in  Holland^  up  or  dvwn  the  Stream, 
whether  there  be  a  Floods  or  not  j  and  requires 
but  two  Men  to  guide  it. 

If  a  Canal  was  dug  between  Reading  and 
Bath^  then  there  would  be  an  eafy  and  cheap 
Communication  between  the  two  principal  Ci- 
ties of  the  Kingdom,  London  and  Brijiol : 
Goods  and  Paflcngcrs  might  be  carried  at  one- 
quarter  of  the  prefent  Expence  ;  And  furcly* 
75  /.  per  Cent,  faved  in  Freight ^  deferves  Con- 
fideration.  The  River  Kenneth  from  Reading 
to  Siibury-Hill,  is  a  plain  Illuftration  how 
practicable  fo  far  fuch  a  Scheme  might  be. 
And  from  thence  to  the  Defccnt  towards  Ca/«, 
on  the  Bath  Side,  is  the  only  Difficulty.  But 
fuch  who  have  (cen  the  great  Canal  of  Lum" 
guedoCy  are  very  well  alTured  it  might  cafily 
be  performed,  and  at  a  fortieth  Part  of  the 
Expence  which  the  other  was. 

Q_  Nav, 
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Nay,  a  Gentleman  of  Credit  and  Repu- 
tation, lately  informed  me.  That  on  the  Side 
of  the  Devizes  there  is  ftill  a  much  tno?-e  cou" 
venient  Situation  for  the  Purpofe,  where  a 
few  Spade-fulls  of  Earth  could  turn  the  Stream 
either  way.  What  a  Pity  is  it,  That  fo  ma- 
ny Advantages  are  negleSied  ?  If  the  like  Si- 
tuation had  been  in  France^  a  Canal  had  been 
made  long  ago.  —  Indeed  fomething  might 
have  been  alledged  in  our  Excufe,  had  we 
the  fame  Difficulties  to  encounter  with,  which 
the  French  furmounted  in  making  the  Canal 
of  Langiiedoc.  But  there  are  no  Obftrud:ions 
of  Rivers  and  Rivulets  in  our  Way ;  no  need 
of  making  Arches,  and  Troughs  of  Stone  to 
carry  the  Canal  over  them ,  —  no  fteep  Hills 
to  afcend,  or  Mountains  to  pierce  through  : 
And  yet  the  Thing  is  not  fo  much  as  attempt- 
ed, though  the  common  Intereft,  and  the  Si- 
tuation of  the  Country,  fo  llrongly  invite  us 
to  perform  it. 

(     A  C  A  N  A  L  alfo  ought  to  be  dug  between 
I  Glafcow  and  the  Shoar  oppofite  to  Alloway ; 
I  which  would  open  a  Communication  between 
^Glafccii\  and  Leithy  the  Port  oi  Edijiburgh.-^ 
The  Situation  in  thefe  Parts  is  extremely  in- 
viting, even  more  fo  than  the  former ;  as  the 
Paffage  is  much  Ihorter.     And  our  Soldiers  in 
Times  of  Peace  might  be  employed  in  the, 
publick  Works,   alternately  with  performing 

'J  their 
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their  Exercifc,  receiving  a  faiubic  Addition  to 
their  Pay,  wlien  they  arc  at  work. 

XII.     PROPOSAL. 

To  raifi  a  Fijhery  on  the  Northern  Coafiof 
Scotland,  by  giving  a  double  Premium 

for  feme  Years,  till  the  Trade  is  fufficiently 
eftabliflied,  for  all  Herrings  caught  and  cured 
by  Pcrfons  refiding  within  certain  Diftridls, 
and  exported  to  foreign  Markets. 

Several  other  Schemes  have  been  lately 
offered  to  the  Publick  in  relation  to  this  Mat- 
ter ^  and  all  of  them,  undoubtedly,  good  in 
fome  Refpedls.  Every  thing  of  this  Nature 
hath  its  refpedive  Convenience  and  Inconve- 
nience. And  if  the  Scheme  for  carrying  on 
the  Fiflieries  by  means  of  a  Joint  Stocky  and 
a  Company^  impower'd  to  make  By-LawSy  and 
prelcribe  Rules  and  Regulations,  can  Aand  clear 
of  the  imminent  Hazard  of  degenerating  into 
a  JoBB,  through  the  corrupt  Influence  and 
finiflcr  Views  of  the  Managers  and  Dire^ors 
of  fuch  a  Company  j  —  I  fiy.  If  the  Scheme 
is  freed  from  all  reafonable  Sufpicion  of  tend- 
ing to  fuch  a  Point,  I  (houM  much  rather 
prefer  it  to  that  which  is  here,  with  great 
Submiflion,  offered  in  its  (lead.  It  is  certain, 
that  a  Joint  Stock  is  a  auicker  and  naore  ex* 
peditious  Way  ; —  but  tne  Encouragement  of 
a  doiM  Bounty  appears  to  me  more  fure,  and 
Qj5  lefi 
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kfs  liable  to  be  corrupted.     For  in  this  latter 
Cafe,  there  are  no  Sums  advanced  till   the 
Work  is  done,  and  the  Herrings  publickly  exa- 
mined, whether  they  are  marketable  or  not : 
There  is  no  fingering  of  the  Money  in  the 
mean  Time  by  Managers  and  DtreBors ;  nor 
can  there  be  any  Items  of  Expences  and  D//- 
burlments.  Fees  and  Salaries,  brought  to  Ac- 
count :  Things  which  are  the  Bane  of  all  pub- 
lick  Societies,  and  the  great  Caufe  of  their 
Corruption,  ^d  degenerating  from  their  on- 
dnal  Inilitution. 

.  Besides,  if  a  double  Bounty,  or  perhaps 
-F/w  Shillings  per  Barrel,  were  given  for  all 
Herrings  fo  cured  and  exported,  it  feems  to  me. 
That  the  Dutch  themfelves  would  be  tempted 
by  the  Lucre  of  fuch  a  Bounty,  to  fettle  on 
the  Northern  Coafts  of  Scotlajid,  and  make 
one  People  with  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Coun- 
try .  —  which  would  be  the  greateft  Advan- 
tage that  Part  of  the  Kingdom  could  poffibly 
receive. 

XIIL    PROPOSAL, 

•  T  o  efiablifh  Civil  Governments  at  Gibraltar 
and  Port-Mahone,  and  make  them  Free  Ports, 
—  The  Situation  of  Gibraltar  is  extremely 
commodious  for  vending  feveral  Sorts  of  Com- 
modities in  Spain  ^ndBarbary :  And  the  Ifland 
of  Minorca  is  not  lefs  happily  fituated  for  car- 

rying 
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rying  on  an  advantageous  Commerce  with  fomc 
Parts  of  France  and  Italy^  and,  by  means  of 
the  neighbouring  lOand  ofMajorca,  with  Spaitt 
alfo.  Several  Sorts  of  coorie  Woollen  StuHa, 
and  Mancbefter  Goods,  would  be  acceptable  in 
Bar  bar y^  provided  they  could  be  had  rcafon* 
ably  cheap :  Which  can  never  be,  till  there 
is  a  free  Port.  Several  Sorts  of  the  Manu- 
fa^res  of  Mancbejier  znd  Sfn'ttk-FleUs,  would 
be  very  agreeable  to  the  Taflc  of  the  Stkwi- 
ardsy  Frencby  and  Italians.  But  above  all,  our 
Birmingbam  Ware,  our  Cutlery,  Razors  and 
SciiTars,  Watches  and  Chains,  Locks,  Metal 
Buttons,  Snuff  Boxes,  Toys,  and  all  the  Sorts 
of  Bijoux  d' Angltterre^  as  the  French  call 
them,  which  they  are  inexpreflibly  fond  of, 
would  find  a  prodieious  Vent  in  all  thefe 
Conntries.  The  leau  Amount  of  the  whole 
Trade,  that  might  be  carried  on  by  means  of 
thefe  two  Ports,  were  they  made  free^  would 
be  100,000/.  a  Year.  And  furcly  fuch  a  Sum 
is  worth  the  Getting  ;^<fpccially  by  a  Nation 
80,000,000  /.  in  Debt, 

If  a  Scheme  of  this  kind  was  to  take  Place 
in  the  Ifland  of  Minorca^  it  would  then  alio 
(land  a  fair  Chance  of  being  peopled  by  Eng- 
lijh  Families,  or  by  fuch  as  arc  weU-^ffeQed  to 
the  Englijh  Government.  Whereas  at  prelcnt 
there  are  fcarcc  any,  except  the  Garrifon,  but 
bigotted  Spaniards^  who  at  the  firft  taking  of 
the  Place,  would  have  been  glad  to  have  part- 
ed 
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ed  with  their  Poflefiions  for  a  Trifle,  and  to 
have  retired  into  Spait?.  But  now  they  are 
got  immenfely  rich ;  their  Lands  are  faid  to 
be  more  than  five  l^imes  their  former  Value  ; 
and  yet  their  Bigottry  and  Averjion  continue 
as  ftrong  as  ever. 

XIV.    PROPOSAL. 

To  have  puhlick  InfpeBors  into  all  our 
Manufa(flures ;  and  to  oblige  all  Exporters  to 
deliver  in  Samples  of  the  Commodities  they 
intend  to  export,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
compared  together,  before  the  Goods  are  fuffered 
to  be  put  on  Ship-boards  This,  if  faithfully 
and  honeftly  executed,  would  always  keep  up 
the  Credit  of  our  Manufactures  at  home  and 
abroad,  on  which  the  Spirit  and  Life  of  Trade 
principally  depends.  All  poflible  means  fhould 
be  taken  to  prevent  private  Frauds  in  packing 
— ^Deficiencies  in  Weight  and  Meafiire — un- 
due ftretching  of  Cloths^  upon  the  Rack,  which 
alone  hath  occafioned  irreparable  Lofe  to  this 
Nation.  The  Fraudulent  and  Deceitful  fhould 
be  prevented,  as  much  as  it  is  pojfible,  from  get- 
ting Rich  at  the  Expence  of  their  honeft 
Neighbours,  and  the  Welfare  of  their  Coun- 
try, which  is  too  often  facrificed  to  their 
Knavery. 

In  ihort,  In  all  Kinds  of  Manufa<5lures,  the 
worfl  Part  of  it  ihould  be  put  outermoft  for  a 

Satnpk, 
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SampU,  not  the  Beft }  that  ib  the  Buyer,  in 
Iceing  the  Mark  aad  Seal  of  the  OJficf^  may 
confide  in  tbat^  and  be  aflurcd,  that  he  is  /wT 
deceived  by  what  is  o«/  of  iS/fi»/. 

XV.    PROPOSAL. 

To  alter  the  Method  of  coUefHng  mtr  Du- 
ties upon  particular  Sorts  of  Goods  imported^ 
viz.  By  lodging  them  in  Warchoufes  creded 
at  the  publick  Expencc,  till  the  Importer 
fetches  them  awav,  according  as  he  wants 
them,  and  pays  tne  Duty,  or  cauib  it  to  be 
paid  by  tlie  Perfon  who  purchalcs  of  him. 
This  Scheme,  I  am  fenfiblc,  would  raifc  a  great 
Clamour,  if  enforced  by  any  compulftve  Law ; 
But  if  left  to  each  Perfon's  free  Clfoice,  there 
is  the  higheft  Probability,  that  it  would  uni- 
verially  obtain.  Suppofe  therefore,  Tliat  the 
Laws  relating  to  the  CuAoms  in  general  (hould 
continue  as  they  are;  But  tl^t  Permtfion 
ftiould  be  granted  to  fuch  Perfons  as  are  £jir- 
cus  of  ufmg  it,  to  land  their  Goods  in  the 
publick  Magazines,  there  to  remain  at  the  ufual 
moderate  Rent  for  Cellarage,  till  fuch  Time 
as  they  find  it  their  Intercil  to  remove  them, 
and  then  to  pay  the  Duty.  If  fuch  a  PermiP> 
fion  was  granted  to  the  Importers  of  Sugars, 
Rum  J  Wines  t  BrandieStTobacco^RasJins^  Prunes^ 
and  Currants,  it  is  eafy  to  forpibe>  That  al- 
moft  every  one  concerned,  would  embraoe 
it    For,  ia  the  fird  Place,  the  Expencc  of 

W'archoufc- 
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Warehoufe-Room  would  be  juft  the  fame  ; 
but  the  Difference  between  paying  the  Duty 
all  at  once  upon  Importation,  and  paying  it 
by  Degrees,  would  be  very  great,  and  much » 
to  the  Advantage  both  of  the  Importer  and 
the  Publick.  The  Importer  would  be  a  Gain- 
er, as  he  would  not  be  ftreightned  for  Money 
to  pay  the  Duties  every  time  his  Ship  arrives ; 
and  might  keep  his  Goods  till  he  faw  a  pro- 
mifing  Market,  or  might  export  them  to  fome 
Foreign  Country,  if  they  bore  there  a  better 
Price.  And  this  itfelf  would  be  a  great  Ad- 
vantage to  the  Publick,  as  it  would  render  our 
Country  a  kind  of  common  Magazine  for 
others,  and  as  we  fhould  get  by  it  all  the 
Profits  of  Freight,  CommifTion,  &c.  More- 
over, the  Publick  would  be  more  efpecially 
benefited,  as  the  Trade  would  be  increafed, 
and  the  Goods  afforded  much  the  cheaper.— 
When  a  Trade  can  be  carried  on  with  2.  fmall 
Stock,  the  more  Perfons  are  capable  of  em- 
barking in  it }  And  when  the  Duties  are  not 
paid  all  at  once,  but  by  Degrees,  as  the  Goods 
can  be  fold,  the  Home-Confumer  will  buy  fo 
much  the  cheaper.  For  he  will  only  pay  the 
King's  fimple  Duty,  —  the  Expences  of  the 
Adventure, — and  the  Merchant's  fingle  Gains 
upon  that  Adventure  :  Whereas,  according  to 
•the  prefent  Way  of  coUedling  the  Revenue, 
every  Confumer  pays  another  confiderable  Ar- 
ticle, viz.  The  Gai?is  of  the  Merchant  on  the 
Sums  advanced  to  pay}  the  King's  Duty,     And 

if 
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if  the  Goods  have  piled  from  the  Merchant 
Importer  to  the  laft  Rftailer^  through  two  or 
three  Hands,  before  they  come  to  the  Con- 
fumer,  then  He  pays  two  or  three  Advances 
the  more.  *  go  that  in  fadt,  He  not  only 
pays  the  frjl  Duly  to  the  King,  but  perhaps 
twice  as  much  again  to  others,  by  Means  of 
thefe  Advances  upon  Advances,  The  Confe- 
qucnce  of  all  which  is,  That  Trade  becomes 
monopolized  by  a  few  Rich  Pcrfons,  bccaufe 
there  is  a  greater  Stock  required  to  carry  it  on ; 
And  Smugglers  will  be  the  more  numerous^  and 
the  more  audacious,  becaufe  the  T'tmptatiom 
to,  and  the  Gains  of  Smugglings  become  fo 
much  the  greater.  Whereas  by  the  Method 
now  propofed,  both  thefe  Mifchiefs  would  be 
prevented  to  a  great  Degree,  ty  Obferve, 
The  Propofal  here  made,  compels  no  Perfons 
to  fubmit  to  thefe  Regulations,  but  only  per- 
mits  them  to  make  ufe  of  them,  if  they  arc 
difpofed  to  do  it.  ty  Obferve  alfo,  That  this 
Scneme  requires  no  new  Officers^  even  at  the 
Commencement  of  it:  And  when  it  has 
been  thoroughly  tried  and  known,  it  would 
certainly  greatly  leffen  the  Number  of  them.  A 
Set  of  Publick  Magazines  (wliich,  by  the  By, 
might  be  fo  contrived,  as  to  be  ornamental  as 
well  as  ujeful)  built  uniformly,  and  in  a  Qua- 

R  drangular 

•  Sec  this  Affair  fct  in  a  true  xn^  Jirerg  Light  in  a 
Treatifo  entitled.  An  EJfnj  9n  the  Cauftt  ef  the  Deelim 
of  the  Foreign  Trade^  Leneltn  1 744.  Printed  lor  J.  Br*- 
tberton.     Pages  i  ^  and  1 7. 
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drangular  Figure,  might  eafily  be  taken  Care 
of  and  infpeded  by  a  very  few  Officers,  who 
might  well  be  fpared  from  the  Numbers 
now  employed  as  Lafid-WaiterSy  Tide-Wait- 
ersy  Searchers,  Deputies^  Extfhordinary  Men, 

•&C.  &c. e^  Obferve,    '}^dly.   That  with 

refpe(5t  to  any  Embezzlement,  which  thefe 
Magazine-keepers  might  be  fufpeiled  of,  this 
might  be  prevented,  as  much  as  any  thing  of 
fuch  a  Nature  can  poffibly  be  (not  only  by 
Weighing  the  Goods,  Gauging  them,  and 
taking  Samples  before  they  are  delivered  into 
the  Officers  Care)  but  alfo  by  making  it  ne- 
cefTary,  That  thefe  Officers  fhould  be  engaged 
with  two  fufficient  Bondfmen  in  two  Sorts  of 
Securities,  one  to  the  King,  to  enforce  their 
Fidelity  to  him,  and  another  to  the  Mayor  or 
chief  Magiftrate  of  the  Town,  and  his  Succef- 
fors,  where  the  Magazine  is  kept,  in  Truft 
for  the  Merchants,  to  enfure  their  Honefty  to 
them  :  And  that  when  any  of  tliefe  Officers 
are  fufpe^led  of  Embezzling  the  Merchants 
Property,  the  Party  aggrieved  may  be  at  Li- 
berty to  bring  an  Adlion  in  the  Name  of  the 
Mayor,  or  chief  Magiftrate  for  the  Time  being, 
and  recover  ^;r^/(?  Damages,  with  Cofts  of  Suit, 
on  Proof  of  fuch  Embezzlement.  Now  in 
all  thefe  Refpedls  the  prefent  Propofal  differs 
entirely  from  the  late  famous  Excife  Scheme ; 
And  evr?y  Objection  made  againil  that,  is  ob- 
viated hre. 

As 
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As  this  lafl  PronoCil,  and  one  or  two  more, 
would  be  attended  with  Ibmc  Expcncc,  were 
they  carried  into  Execution;  —  And  as  the 
Nation,  in  its  prefcnt  Circumftanccs,  might 
be  fuppofed  incapable  of  bearing  a  farther 
Load  :  I  fhall  therefore  endeavour  to  point  out 
a  Method  how  certain  Taxes  might  be  raifcd, 
without  burdening  any  of  the  Nt'Cfjfaries  of 
Life, — and  yet  Jufficient  to  anfwer  all  thcfc 
Expences, — and  be  moreover  highly  conducive 
to  the  Reformation  of  the  Morals  of  the  Peo- 
ple, and  the  general  Wel^e  of  the  Kingdom. 
Viz. 

XVL     PROPOSAL. 

To  lay  certain  Taxes  on  the  following  Ar- 
ticles of  Luxury,  VicCy  or  Extravagance:  which 
Taxes  fhall  be  applied  to  the  general  Improve- 
ment of  Commerce ;  by  maintaining  Confuls, 
and  ere<5ting  Forts,  according  to  PropoCil  VI. 
Building  of  Magazines  and  Warehoufcs,  as  fpc- 
cified  in  Propo/al  XV.  Giving  Bounties  and 
Perfonal  Premiums  to  the  greatefl  Expmrtert 
of  our  ffwn  Manufodlurcs,  —  the  like  to  the 
greatejl  Importen  of  Raw  Materials  from 
Foreign  CownxxiG^y — efpecially  from  our  evm 
Plantations,  according  to  PropoCil  VIIL  — 
And  in  fliort,  by  purfuing  all  luch  Ways  ajid 
Means,  as  fcrvc  to  excite  the  Merchant  and 
R  2  Manu- 
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Manufacfturer  to  promote  the  Intereft  of  their 
Country,  and  their  own  together.  Where- 
fore, the 

\Jl  Tax  propofed  is,  That  upon  Batchelors 
and  Widcuers,  of  a  certain  Age,  without 
Children. 

The  manifold  ill  Confequences  that  flow 
from  the  modijh  Pradlice  of  Mens  living  Bat- 
chelors, are  too  glaring  and  evident.  For  wc 
may  venture  to  pronounce,  without  any  Degree 
of  Uncharitablenefs,  That  it  is  one  great  Caufe 
of  all  the  Lewdnefs  and  Debauchery  of  this  Age. 
Sorcitfew  indeed  undoubtedly  there  are,  who 
no  ways  contribute  to  thefe  Immoralities  by 
their  fingle  Life  3  But  they  are  too  inconfide- 
rable  in  Number  to  deferve  to  have  particular 
Exemptions,  even  were  it  poflible  to  difttnguijh 
them  from  others,  whicn  it  is  not  poflible 
tQ  do  in  a  legal  Way.  In  all  Things  calcu- 
lated for  the  general  Good,  fome  Individu- 
als mufl:  fuffer  j  and  it  cannot  be  avoided. 
Now  (to  confider  this  Matter  merely  in  a 
commercial  Light)  as  there  are  at  leafl:  Ninety- 
nine  in  an  Hundred,  who  gratify  their  De- 
fires,  but  /o  as  to  add  no  -proper  Increafe  to 
the  publick  Stock  of  Inhabitants,  in  which 
tlie  Riches  and  Strength  of  a  Nation  do  con- 
fifl:,  one  may  eafily  judge  of  the  Evil  of  fuch 
a  Pradice,  by  its  bad  Confequences.  And 
in  London   particplarly,  where  this  Vice  of 

living 
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living  Batchclors  mofily  frtvmls^  there  it  ii 
obfcrvablc,  by  the  Bills  of  •  MartaUtj^  that 


*  T  o  this  Paragraph  it  has  b«en  objeded,  dnt  the 
yearly  Bills  of  Mortality,  whkh  make  tbe  £uf ials  more 
tiian  the  Births,  arc  not  to  be  rtlitd  upon,  as  to  this 
Point  J  **  Bccaufc  there  are  no  Births  regiftred,  but  the 
'*  Births  of  thofc  who  arc  baptized  according  to  the  Form 
^  of  the  ijiahUJhtd  Church  j  whereas  D'tjffntin  oi  mtA 
**■  Denoriunations  rrc  huritd  in  the  Church,  aadoooie- 
•'  qiieiitly  regijirtd  there." 

Now  as  it  is  a  very  material  Article  to  know,  with 
feme  Degree  of  Certainty^  Whether  more  Perfoos  di* 
in  London^  than  are  ^rm;-— and  coiifequcndy,  Whether 
the  whole  City  would  not  be  drptpulated  in  a  Century 
or  two,  if  the  Inhabitants  followed  the  /am*  C^urfes  they 
now  do,  were  it  not  for  the  Influx  of  Strangertt  fo 
fupply  ihcfe  Defic'uncies  j  I  fluU  therefore  beg  Leave  to 
offer  the  following  Confiderations,  in  Reply  to  the  aboft 
Objeftion. 

1.  Some  Children  are  hegtt  in  the  Country,  yctJir* 
in  Ltndon-j  fuch,  for  Inflance,  whofc  Mochmcomeup 
to  Town  for  the  Convenience  of  ikilful  Attendance : 
And  as  this  is  the  Cafe  with  many  Famdics  of  Diftioc* 
tion,  confequently,  the  Numbir  of  Births  is  fo  much 
increafed. 

II  Many  Per  font  con  trad  their  DeatbS'ukmfft  ia 
L^don,  yet  are  carried  out  of  it  for  the  Benefit  ot  the 
A'r,  and  die  in  the  Country ;  there  they  are  hurUd^  and 
no  Notice  taken  of  them  in  die  Rtgi/itrs  within  the  Bills 
of  Mortality. 

m.  Just  the  fame  is  the  Cafe  of  thoTe,  who  £e  in 
London^  yet  arc  carried  to  their  Burimi-PUtei  in  die 
Country :  The  Number  of  thefc  b  confidcrable  in  the 
Year ;  whereas  there  arc  few  Inftanon  of  Perfans  being 
carried  out  of  the  Country,  to  be  tniened  in  Ltmdm, 

IV.  Many  Diffirntcrs  of  dificrem  Denomtnabon 
have  Bwrial'Plaas  of  tb<ir  mm  \  and  confei|aeni]y,  tte 

Nunhvi 
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more  Perfons  die  than  are  born,  every  Year. 
So  that  were  it  not  for  the  Continual  Sup- 
plies from  the  Country,  where  the  Marriage 
State  is  not  yet  quite  fo  unfafJmnable,  that 
great  Metropolis  would  be  depopulated  in  a 
Courfe  of  Years.  And  yet  there  is  no  Place, 
in  which  there  are  fo  great  Numbers  of  the 
Female  Sex,  in  the  Proportion,  as  in  London, 
Can  it  be  credited,  though  perhaps  it  is  too 
true.  That  in  this  City  alone  there  are  up- 
wards of  'Ten  Thoufand  loofe  Wo?nen,  from  fix- 
teen  Years  old  to  forty,  who  have  not  Fifty 
Children  in  a  Year  ?  And  the  few  they  have, 
are  born  With  2\\  forts  of  Diforders,  and  educated, 
if  they  chance  to  live,  in  all  kifids  of  Fice  and 

IFicked- 

Numbers  of  their  Dead  do  not  ftuell  the  Regifters  of  the 
cftablifhed  Church  fo  much  as  might  be  imagined. 

But  allowing.  That  the  Numbers  of  DifTenters  bu- 
ried in  the  eftablifhed  Church,  may  make  fome  Diffe- 
rence in  the  Account,  ftill  this  Difference  cannot  amount 
to  any  thing  near  the  Sum  which  is  found  to  be  the  Dif- 
ference between  Births  and  Burials  in  the  Compafs  of  a 

•  Year;  viz.  about  Seven  ThouIsand  Souls.  The 
Numbers  of  Births,  generally  fpeaking,  amount  to  1 4, 
or  j6coo  in  a  Year;  and  the  Burials  from  21,  to  24,000 
in  the  fame  Time  :  A  Difference  of  three  to  two.  How 
foon  would   this  depopulate  any  Country,  were  it  not 

'  for  foreign  Supplies  ?  And  how  terrible  do  the  Effects 
of  Vice,  Leivdnefs^  and  Debauchery  appear  to  the  gene- 
ral Interefts  of  a  Kingdom,  when  feen  from  this  Point 
of  View  ?  What  an  Abfurdity,  therefore,  was  it  in  the 
Author  of  The  Fable  of  the  Bees,  to  fay,  That  Private 
Vices  are  Publick  Benefits  ;  if  we  take  the  Future,  as 
well  as  the  Prsfent,  into  the  Account !  It  is  Virtue 
alone,  which  can  make  a  Nation  fourijh. 
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If^ckednefs  f  In  fliort,  it  has  been  often  re- 
marked, That  the  grcatcft  Rak^s,  that  all 
Europe  can  produce,  when  they  arrive  in  Eng-^ 
land,  and  come  to  London,  arc  quite  psicked 
and  jcandalized  at  the  unparalUted  Lewdnefs 
and  Debauchery  reigning  among  11/,  fo  far 
beyond  any  thing  they  could  have  imagined. 
Now  if  thefe  10,000  loofe  Women  had  not 
been  debaucfjed  and  corrupted,  and  were  mar- 
ried to  Perfons  of  their  own  Rank  and  Con- 
dition, they  might  have  had  at  lead  One  Tbcu-- 
(and  healthy  Cliildren  every  Year ;  and  thefe 
in  a  fair  Way  to  be  bred  to  boneft  Trades  and 
Callings.  Belides,  upon  the  prefent  Footing, 
the  Injuflice  done  to  xhc  jnarricd  Tradcfman, 
and  Landed  Gentleman,  is  moft  grievous  and 
intolerable.  *  For  they  pay  the  Excilc,  and 
feveral  other  Duties,  in  Proportion  to  the  Con- 
fumption  of  their  Families ;  but  the  Batcbehr 
pays  only  for  his  fingle  Self;  /.  e.  Thofc  who 
are  mcji  benejicial  to  the  Publick,  arc  dou6fy, 
trebly,  or  quadruply  taxed,  in  Proportion  at 
they  are  benejicial ;  and  others,  who  arc  a  Nu- 
fance  to  it,  arc  therefore  exempted.  Is  thcrt 
any  Juftice  or  Equity  in  this  ?  I  add.  Men 
may  underftand  thefe  Things  as  Patriots  and 
Politicians,  who  would  turn  a  deaf  Ear  to 
Lcdhires  in  Morality  and  Divinity.  Nay  more, 
Such  Abounding  of  Lrxcdnffs,  2i\d  Surfeiting  of 
Projlitution,  doth  in  Fa<5t  tend  to  increafe  the 
more  unnatural  Vices,  inftcad  of  preventing 

them, 

♦  Caufu  oftU  DicVine^  &c.  p.  8,9— tnJ  s** 
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them,  as  it  is  vulgarly,  though  erroneoufly, 
fuppofed.  And  the  Hiftory  of  all  Nations, 
from  the  former  Times  down  to  the  prelent. 
Confirms  this  AfTertion.  Antient  Greece  and 
Rome,  and  modern  England^  to  mention  no 
more,  have  furniflied  too  many  Examples  in 
proof  of  this  Point.  And  Reafon  itfelf  (hould 
tell  us.  That  it  is  with  this,  as  with  all  other 
depraved  Appetites,  where  Surfeiting  and  Sa^ 
tiety  are  Inducements  to  feek  out  lefi  iiatural 
Ways  of  Gratification. 

Wherefore  the  Propofal  here  is.  That 
all  Batchelorsy  after  tliey  have  attained  to  the 
Age  of  'twenty  Jive  Years,  fhall  pay  treble 
King's  Tax, —  Poor  Tax, — Window  Tax,— 
and  the  Taxes  upon  Coaches,  till  they  marry  : 
And  that  all  Widowers,  between  7'hirty  and 
Fifty,  if  they  have  no  Children,  fliall  pay  dou- 
ble. Thus  the  greateji,  i.  e.  the  wealthie/l 
Offenders,  are  properly  mulBed.  For  un- 
doubtedly they  have  it  in  their  Power  to  fettle 
in  the  World,  if  they  will.  They  are  the 
People  who  fet  bad  Examples  j  and  by  their 
Station,  Riches,  Intrigues,  and  Addrefs,  de- 
bauch thofe  young  Women  at  firft,  who  af- 
terwards become  the  common  Projiitutes  of  the 
Town.  But  as  this  only  reaches  tlie  wealthi- 
e/l  of  them ;  and  as  there  are  vajl  Numbers 
of  fingle  Men,  whom  this  Scheme  would  not 
afFed:,  therefore  there  fliould  be  added  to  it 
a  general  Capitation  Tax  for  all  Batchelors, 

of 
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of  whatfocver  Degree,  above  Twenty  five 
Years  of  Age.  And  if  this  was  fixed  al  Ttww- 
/y  Shillings  a  Head  per  Ann,  for  all  above  the 
Condition  of  Day- Labourers,  and  at  Ten  SbiU 
Itngi  for  them  (with  an  Exemption  only  for 
common  Soldiers  and  Sailors)  it  would  be  a 
very  juft  and  equitable  Law,  and  would  cer- 
tainly be  attended  with  many  good  Confequen- 
ces,  both  as  to  the  Morals  and  the  Commerce 
of  the  Nation.     The 

2  J  Tax  propofcdji?,  That  upon  menial  Men- 
Servants,  /.  e.  fuch  who  are  not  employed  ci- 
ther for  the  Purpofcs  of  Hujbandry  or  Co/h- 
merce^  but  for  State  and  Grandeur, 

I T  was  the  great  Principle,  which  run  thro* 
the  whole  Plan  of  Sir  M.  D's  EJfay  on  the 
Caufes  of  the  Decline  of  Foreign  ^rade^  bcfoce 
quoted,  Tlut  each  Perfon  (hould  tax  himfelf 
according  to  the  Figure  and  Station  of  Life  he 
cbofe  to  appear  in ; — But  that  all  the  Necejfa- 
ries  of  Lite  lliould  be  Duty  free.  Now  in 
the  Cafe  before  Us,  Livery  Servants,  Foot- 
men, Valets,  Men  Cooks,  &c,  &c.  certainly 
cannot  be  ranked  among  the  Necejfaries  of 
Life,  and  therefore  arc  iht  proper  Subjeds  for 
fuch  a  Tax.  If  any  one  cboolei  to  have  them, 
he  himfelf  choofcs  to  appear  in  an  elevated 
Condition,  and  tliereforc  is  the  fitteft  to  /Mf 
towards  improving  the  Commerce,  and  extend* 
ing  the  general  Intcrcft  of  the  Kingdom. 

S  But 
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But  that  is  not  all:  For  thefe  Men-Ser- 
vants,  generally  fpeaking,  are  by  Nature ^//^r 
for  other  Employments,  had  they  not  taken 
up  with  this  idle  one :  and  might  have  been 
ujcful  to  their  Country,  by  Sea  or  Land,  either 
in  the  feveral  Parts  of  Hujbandry,  or  in  labo- 
fious  Trades ;  whereas  by  their  prefent  way  of 
Living  they  render  themfelves  tffelefs  in  all 
Refpeds ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  keep  Thou- 
fands  of  the  other  Sex  out  of  an  ho7ieft  Em- 
ployment, which  by  Nature  they  are  Jittejl 
for  ;  and  very  often  are  tempted  for  the  Want 
of  it  to  take  to  vicious  Courfes.  I  believe  it 
will  hardly  be  denied,  but  that  Women  Ser- 
vants might  perform  all  the  Functions,  which 
Men  Servants  do,  in  refpect  to  waiting  at 
^able,  tending  the  T^eakettle,  &c.  and  equally 
as  well.  They  might  walk  behind  their  La- 
die?,  and  carry  their  Books  to  Church,  as  well 
as  any  Footman,  and  why  they  are  not  per- 
mitted to  do  it,  is  Matter  of  fome  Ajionifh- 
mcnt  to  a  thinking  Mind.  In  fliort,  the />oi>rfr 
and  the  middling  Part  of  the  Female  Sex,  are 
deprived  of  thofe  Emplo)ments,  which  pro- 
perly belong  to  them,  very  often  to  their  own 
utter  Ruin,  and  the  Detriment  of  Society.  If 
a  young  Woman  has  a  genteelijh  Education, 
and  ^  fmall  Fortune,  (he  fiands  upon  the  Bri72k 
of  DejlruHion ;  and  even  if  flie  is  defirous, 
ihe  fcarcely  knows.  What  Tirade  to  put  her- 
fclf  tOi  in  order  to  be  out  -of  the  Way  of 

T'ewpta- 
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Temptation.  For,  cxcqjting  two  or  three 
Trades,  which  Women  (till  retain,  uil  the  Reft 
are  engrolfcd  by  Mm.  We  have  Mtn^NIantut^ 
vtakerSy  Mai-MiUincrSt  Men'Staymakers^  Men-^ 
Sbccmakers  for  fVomen's  Sboes^  Men-Hair-Qit" 
ten  for  Womerii  Hair^  &c.  and  very  likely  in 
time  wc  fhall  have  Scmpftn'JIhj  LaunJrfJffs, 
and  C/ear-Starcbers,  of  the  ianie  Sex, 

Such  Pervcrfions  as  theic,  of  the  Order 
of  Society,  arc  not  oi  fmall  ill  Confequence, 
cither  to  the  Welfare  of  LuUviduals^  or  the 
Good  of  the  State,  And  therefore  to  difcou'- 
rage  fuch  Pra(5lices  as  much  as  niay  be,  in  the 
Affair  of  Men-Servants,  The  Propofal  is,  That 
each  of  them  fhall  be  taxed  Two  Sbillings  and 
Six  Pence  in  the  Pound,  according  to  their 
Wages,  to  be  p>aid  by  their  Mafters  and  Mif- 
treffes,  and  to  be  colledled  by  the  Otliccrs  of 
the  Window  Tax.  If  a  Scheme  of  this  Na- 
ture were  effcdlually  put  in  Practice,  the  Con- 
fequence would  be,  either,  Tliat  Women- Ser- 
vants would  be  employed,  rather  than  Men, 
which  would  anfwer  a  good  End  in  that  Re- 
fpe€t  ;^-or  elfc,  that  thcfc  Men-Servants,  tlio* 
idle  and  ufclefs  in  themfclves,  would  contribute 
to  the  promoting  of  Commerce  and  extending 
our  Trade,  by  means  of  tlie  Tax  they  pay  for 
this  End  J  —  though  forcly  againji  their  IVilL 

T  H  E  3^  Tax  propofcd,  is.  That  upon  Sad- 
dle-Horfes.  .  >' 

S  2  Th» 
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The  Tax  upon  Coaches,  as  far  as  it  went, 
was  an  excellent  and  publick-fpirited  Adt  of 
the  Legiflature.  It  was  laying  the  Burden, 
where  it  ought  always  to  be  laid,  viz.  upon 
the  Luxuries,  the  Ornaments,  and  Refinements 
of  Living.  But  undoubtedly  it  was  defeBive 
as  to  its  Extent :  Many  Gentlemen  of  Fortune, 
efpecially  if  they  are  fingle,  do  not  choofe  to 
keep  Coaches ;  and  others  may  live  in  fuch 
Parts  of  the  Country,  where  the  Situation  is 
not  convenient  for  their  fo  doing.  Yet  they  all 
keep  Saddle  Horfes  in  abundance,  —  Hunter Sy 
— and  perhaps  i?d:rfrj,  —  without  paying  any 
Tax;  though  thefe  Things  are  Articles  of 
tnere  Luxury,  Parade  and  Pleafure,  as  much 
as  Coaches.  Is  there  now  any  Equity  or  Juf- 
tice  in  this  ?  And  are  not  fuch  Perfons  the 
propereft  Subjed:s  to  pay  towards  the  Sup- 
port of  our  Manufadures,  and  extending 
our  Commerce  ?  Undoubtedly  they  are :  And 
therefore  the  Propofal  is  this.  That  all  Owners 
of  Saddle  Horfes,  young  Horfes  under  ^ia^ 
Tears  old  excepted,  be  taxed  at  the  Rate  of 
five  Shillings  per  Horfe  every  Year ;  —  faving 
only  one  Horfe,  which  (hall  be  admitted  to  be 
kept  free  of  all  Tax  by  each  Owner,  on  the 
Suppofition,  That  Riding  may  be  neceffary  for 
his  Health,  or  on  the  Account  of  Bufinefs. 
\i  greater  Allowances  than  this  were  made, 
it  would  be  opening  a  Door  for  Fraud  and 
Gollufion :    And  if  kfs,  it  might  bear  hard  upon 

the 
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the  real  Wants  and  Ncceflitics  of  many  Pco- 

?le.  Perhaps  even  this  Indulgence  of  one 
lorfc,  TaX'frte^  to  tach  Proprietor,  might 
fccm  too  rigorous  a  Rcftraint ;  and  might 
a^ually  be  ib  in  certain  Circun^ftanoes ;  Dot 
in  ail  Cafes  o( public k  Concern,  it  is  impoffible 
to  adjuft  Things  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  that 
every  Perfon  can  be  pleafed^ — or  even  that  the 
Intercft  of  every  Individual  n^ay  be  fo  particu" 
larly  taken  Care  of,  according  to  the  Nature 
of  his  peculiar  Circumftanccs,  as  that  he  can 
have  no  juft  Reofon  to  complain.  To  proceed 
therefore,  the 

j^th  Tax  propofed  to  be  levied  is  ©n  Dors 
of  every  Sort  and  Kind,  except  Shepherds  Dogs* 
and  Houfe  Dogs.  For  every  thing  beyond  this^ 
is  nwft  ujidoubtedly  an  Article  of  Luxury, 
and  Diver/ion ;  and  as  fach,  juftly  liable  to  be 
Taxed. 

Wherefore  the  Propofal  is,  That  tijc 
Owners  of  all  Dogs  (hall  pay  One  Shilling  for 
each  Dog  every  Year.     And  as  there  are  fiidi 

Prodigious  Numbers  of  Hounds,  Greyhoamb^ 
ointers,  Setters,  Spniels,  Beagles,  Lap-Doo; 
andTumfpits  all  over  the  Kingdom,dus  would 
bring  in  a  very  confiderablc  Revenue,  which 
might  be  employed  to  the  greateft  National 
Advantage,  in  fupporting  and  extending  our 
Trade  and  Commerce.  —  If  this  Tax  (hould 
caufe  a  Diminution  of  the  Species,  there  would 

be 
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be  no  Harfn  in  that  j  nay,  it  would  be  at- 
tended with  a  great  deal  of  Gpod^  as  for  many 
other  Reafons,  fo  particularly  for  this.  That  the 
dreadful  iSLnd  .fbocking  Calamities  attending  the 
Bite  of  Mad  Dogs,  would  be  lefs  frequent 
than  they  now  are.  — .  If  any  one  fhould  ob- 
jedt,  That  l^urn-fpits  ought  to  be  confidered 
as  7iece[ja7'y  Implements  for  drefling  of  ViBu- 
als,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  excepted  out  of 
tliis  Regi^lation  :  The  Anfwer  is  obvious  and 
eafyj  piz.  That  Jacks  and  ^moke-Jacks  are 
preferable  to  ^urn-Jpits ^  ii).  every  Refpe(5l :  — > 
They  are  cheaper,  all  Things  confidered  j  and 
a  Species  of  Manufacflure,  which  ought  to  be 
-encouraged.'  But  above  all,  there  is  no  Dan- 
ger frorn  them  of  thofe  Shocking  Confequen- 
ces  aforementioned,  which  every  Year  have 
occafioned  the  Deaths  of  many  People,  in  the 
mofl  dreadful  manni^r. 

The  t^th  Tax  propofed,  is  a  double  Turn- 
pike T^x  on  all  Perfons,  who  travel  on  Sun- 
days, A  modijh  and  a  reigning  Vice  this  I 
which  ought  to  receive  fome  Check  and  Dif- 
countenance  from  the  Legiflature.  Not  onc^ 
in  a  thoufand  times  can  there  be  a  jufl:  and 
reafonable  Excufe  for  this  Practice;  and  there- 
fore it  becomes  a  proper  and  fit  Subject  for  a 
Tax,^  according  to  the  Principles  before  laid 
4own. 


In 
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In  fhort,  We  fubmit  it  with  great  Defe- 
rence to  the  Judgment  of  the  intdligeni  Read- 
er, Whether  there  is  not  amr'"  ^''^■^v'f'„,n 
made  in  this  Propofal,  for  all  t  ^c$ 

which  might  be  incurred  by  the  Execution  of 
any  of  the  Reft; —  and  that  wit!      '  '  ardcn- 

ing  any  one  Article  of  the  real  l\ :  lies  of 

Life.  Were  the  Taxes  to  be  laid,  as  here  ro- 
commended,  they  would  indeed  very  proba- 
bly caufe  a  confiderable  Diminution  of  liic  Ar- 
ticles which  were  to  pay  thefe  Taxes:  But 
even  that  Circumftance  would  prove,  in  many 
Refpeds,  a  very  great  National  Advantage.-^ 
And  were  the  Monies  raifed  by  thefe  Taxes, 
properly,  judicioufly,  and  faithfully  applied  to 
the  good  Ufes  and  Purpofes  before  mentioned, 
perhaps  there  would  not  be  a  Nation  in  the 
World,  which  could  vie  with  us  in  Number 
of  Inhabitants,  Extent  of  Commerce,  and  the 
flouriftiing  State  of  our  Colonies  and  Fa<ftorics 
in  both  the  Indies. 


CON- 
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CONCLUSION. 


AN  D  thus  have  I  ventured  to  give  my 
Sentiments,  vi^ith  that  Freedom  and 
Unrefervednefsy  which  is  natural  to 
Men  who  mean  well,  and  whofe  fole  Aim  is 
the  Good  and  Profperity  of  their  Country.— 
As  I  have  no  private  Ends  of  my  own  to 
ferve,  either  the  one  way  or  the  other,  I  have 
had  no  Biafs  of  Self-Intereil  upon  my  Mind. 

I T  is  true,  I  confefs,  that  ma7iy  of  the  Pro- 
posals here  made,  are  Subjeds  very  unpopu- 
lar in  the  prefent  Times :  Neither  would  I 
willingly  have  advanced  any  thing  harJJj  or 
difagreeable,  even  to  prejudiced  Minds,  were 
it  pojjible  to  have  made  Ttruth  and  Popularity^ 
in  this  Cafe,  confifl  together.  But  fince  that 
cannot  be,  what  mufl  be  done  ?  muft  we  ftill 
go  on,  langui{hing  in  our  Commerce,  increaf- 
ing  in  our  Diforders,  and  beholding  our  Rivals 
taking  their  Advantage  of  thefe  Misfortunes, 
merely  becaufe  fom'e  People  do  not  choofe  to 
be  told  WHERE  the  Core  of  the  Evil  lies,  and 

HOW 
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31  ow  it  nuy  be  taken  out  f  If  the  Alterations 
here  propofed,  are  necejfary  or  athantageoui  to 
the  Publick,  that  alone  fhould  be  fuffident  vo 
recommend  them  to  the  Eftccm  of  all  Per- 
fons  pf  Worth  and  Cbara^tr ;  But  if  they  arc 
not,  1  put  in  no  Plc;i  or  ApoIOgy  for  them: — 
Only  I  will  add,  on  bchalt  of  tne  Author,  that 
his  Intentiofis  were  goaly  though  He  was  mif- 
takcn. 

T  AM  tjib  well  aware,  That  there  is  a coA 
tomary  Prepoflcflion  entertained  againfl  Pro^ 
jefts  of  all  Kinds ;  And  that  Projcdors  arc 
ioolvcd  upon  as  a  Race  of  Beings  who  have 
fomething  very  lingular  and  whimfical  in  tlicir 
Compofition.  And  yet  I  think  it  muft  be 
alloweti,  That,  notwithftanding  all  the  Pre- 
judice which  fome  chimerical  Gentlemen  of 
this  Stamp  have  drawn  upon  thcmfclves,  thac 
muft  be  both  Proje^s  and  Proje&ors^  when 
Things  are  bad^  and  want  mending  -,  otherwifc 
they  never  could  be  k'ttfr^  nor  the  F.uiUi 
corrsolcd. 

With  RerpC(5l  to  the  Cafe  before  us,  there 
^iXQ^  tYfo  general  ObjeHionSy  as  far  as  I  am  able 
to  perceive,  which  may  be  made  againd  what 
has  been  advanced. 

The  Jirft  is,  That  many  of  the  Profofils^ 
though  they  may  be  rt'gbt  in  Theory,  arc  /«r- 
pradicable  in  Fa&, 

T  Tub 
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■Tn^jlhm'4'hy  That  the  Schemes  here  laid 

down,  are'  attended  with  their  Iticonveniencies 

as  well  j^s  "others. 
V.J  rr-:)'; 

To  the  FiksfT  of  thefe  I  reply;  That  no 
one  can.be,^"rr^f7//z  of  this,  till  an  Attempt has 
been  iria'de  to  J3ut  them  in  Pradice  :  And  we 
may  be  very  mre,  Every  one  of  tllerh  iiiigh^ 
be  eafily  put  in  Execution,  were  Perfons  as 
r£ally  animated  v^rith  the  Love  of -tlieir  Coun- 
try, and  as  truly  cOncerneid  for  .\\s  Welfare  and 
Profperity,  as  they  pretend '\o  .he ;.  Ajid  hiaci 
fome  amoft^  us.  in  ibelr: '  Oppojitibn  to  every 
S/Ceafure  of  the.  Governrnerit,  no  dark,  (dtent 
Scheme  at  Heatt,  which  th^y  cover  over  with 
fpecioiis  Namtsl . 

all  of  them  together,  affe'to  4iMcult  in  them- 
selves to  be  carried  into  Execution,  as  that 
Jt?7gle  one  \yhich  has  been  fo  happily  perfiEled 
in  our  own  Days,  the  Union  with  Scot- 
land,— In  that  Cafe,  inveterate  National  Pre- 
judices, — National  Pride,  -^F<7w//y-Intereft,  ~- 
.^^.'^Intereft ,  ^^acobiticql  Int^reft,  — Pretences 
of  Confclence,  r—  Fears  of  Religion ,  and  the; 
tefpediv'e  Churches  bi  hth  Kingdom^ :  — 
All  thefe  confpired  to  heap  up  Difficulties  in 
the  Way.  And  yet  all  were  fucmounted  by 
the  Firmnefs  and  Addrefs  pf  thoie  true  Pa* 
triots  of  both  Kingdom^,  ip  ^heir  immortal 

,.,      "  Honour, 
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Honout,  who  had  the  Management  of  that 
Affiiir.  \Vhcrc;is  in  tiic  prcfcnt  Cafe,  there 
CATi  be  no  Pretences  of  Con/cience,  no  Fears  of 
the  Church's,  Iv  '  ^'  v^^r,  to  encounter 

with:  There  aiu  ; .nal  Animofitic?,  or 

National  Pride,  or. the  Tfitere/i  of  great  Fa- 
milies, to  obflruct  us  J  And  very  little  of  Party 
Spirit  can  mingle  in  any  of  thcfc  Affairs  : 
Sclf'Interefl  is  the  chief  Obflacle  to  be  fur- 
mounted.  This  is  indeed  a  ^eat  oue,  which 
will  draw  every  thing  that  it  can  to  it 
ance.  But  it  is  not  infuperable,  if  Wii.ui mi 
by  Men  wIk?  have  a  true  Love  for  their  Coun- 
try, and  Prudence  and  Difcretion  to  tifrw  their 
I'.ndcivvours,  and  guide  them  aright. 

Moreover:  Supnofing  none  of  thefc  Pro- 
pofals  are  fuch  as  will  go  down  at  prefcnt, 
while  Men  are  full  of  their  Prejudices,  and 
fond  of  their  own  Opinions :  Yet,  even  in  that 
Cafe,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  lay  before  them 
the  Things  that  are  tight ;  which  they  niay 
conlider  of  at  their  Leifiirc.  When  Men  come 
to  reaj'on  and  rejle^^  their  Prejudices  will  be- 
gin XQ  Joften  J  and  Time  will  reconcile  them 
to  thofe  Expedients,  which  they  had  inveigh- 
ed bitterly  againft  before  j  perhaps  for  want 
of  underflanaing  and  knowing  them  better.  — 
Thus  it  often  happens.  That  Propoials  deem- 
ed impradticable  at  one  Seafon,  on  account  of 
the  popular  Outcry  againft  them,  may  be  call- 
ed for  at  another,  with  equal  Vehemence  and 
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Impiitience.  And  therefore,  with  humble 
Submiflion,  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  leave  thefe 
Proposals  upon  R e  c o r d  for  future  Exa^ 
nunation^  though  none  of  them  fhould  be 
judged  Jcafihle  at  the  prefent. 

But  befides  the  former  OhjeBion,  a  second 
is,  That  this  Sclieme  itfelf  is  attended  with 
IiiconveniencieSy  as  well  as  others. 

I  G  R  A  N  T  it  is :  And  furely  no  Man  in  his 
Senfes  could  ever  fuppofe,  That  there  could  be 
any  Scheme  calculated  for  the  general  G(K)d, 
which  would  not  bear  hard  upon  the  Interefts 
of  fome  particular  People.  —  The  true  way 
of  eftimating  any  Propofal  is,  to  confider, Whe- 
ther it  doth  remedy  more  old  Inconveniencies 
than  it  introduces ne^v  ones;  —  And  whether, 
upon  the  ijohole^  it  is  beneficial  or  not, — and  its 
Benefits  of  fuch  Importance  as  deferve  to  be 
regarded  : — Laftly,  Whether  likewife  fome  of 
thefe  very  Inconveniencies  which  are  fuppofed 
to  attend  it,  may  not  be  prevented  or  ameiided 
by  further  Experience  and  Obfervation.  This 
is  the  true  way  for  eftimating  any  Propofal : 
And  by  this  Rule  1  would  choofe,  that  my 
own  (liould  be  tried  5  and  then  let  them  ftand 
or  fell. 

We  are  alwavs  compb.ining  of  the  bad  Mo- 
rals of  our  People ;  of  a  general  Corruption  ; 
a^-d  tlie  Decay  of  Trade.     Neverthelefs,  it  is 

very 
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very  certain,  tliatthc  prdcnt  Syftcm  of  Things 
greatly  contributes  to  the  Increalc  of  each  of 
ihefc  Evils.  My  Meaning  is,  that  it  lays  pow- 
erful Temptations  in  Peoples  way.  ...i..  And 
then,  what  can  be  expcded  ?  Some  frw  per- 
haps will  prove  their  Virtue  to  be  fuperior  i 
but  the  great  Majority  will  certainly  be  cor- 
rupted. For  evident  it  is,  that  the  Innocence 
of  the  Bulk  of  Mankind,  is  lieft  preferved  by 
their  being  kept  ignoraht  of  the  Temptation, 
or  at  a  great  Diltance  from  it.  Now  what  is 
the  natural  Tendency  ot  Cuftombott/e  Oatbs^ 
EkBion  Oaths,  Freedom  Oaths,  &c.  &c.  but 
to  entice  anil  encourage  Mankiml  to  be  guilty 
of  the  foul  Sin  of  uiljul  and  deliberate  Perju- 
ry ?  What  are  the  hea^^y  Taxes  upon  the 
married  State,  and  Exemptions  for  Batcbehrs^ 
but  the  like  Inducements  to  Men  to  remain 
fmgk\  and  to  gratify  their  Dclircs  in  an  un- 
lawful  Way  ?  What  are  all  the  exclufrx  Com- 
panies, all  the  Iieavy  Duties  upon  Importa- 
tion, and  the  many  Statutes  for  crampinr  the 
Trade  of  Ireland,  but  i'o  iruuiy  continued  At- 
tempts to  drive  away  the  Trade  from  Our- 
fclves  to  the  French,  who  .arc  not  only  our 
Rivals,  but  the  moil  dangerous  ones  wc  can 
have  ?  And  truly  we  have  grcatlj^  fucceedcd 
in  all  thcfc  :  Yet  who  can  we  blame  but  our- 
felvcs  ?  It  may  be  pleaded  indcr  '  ■  '  xcale 
for  thefe  Laws  and  Eftabliflimcir.  ,  1  i  they 
were  not  originally  intended  to  produce  thofe 
bad  Effe^     I  allow  they  were  not ;  nor  arc 

they 
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they  charged  vvith  any  fuch  iDefign.  But  the 
Queilion  here  is,  Not  what  was  the  View  of 
Makers  of  thefe  Laws,-  or  whdt  was  the  End 
prf^ofe4-by  fuch  Eftablifliments,  bilt'whitt 
is  the  Tl'ejideuify  of  them,  a^  verified  by  Expe- 
rience^ and  how  they  do  operate  in  FaA  ?  And 
}f  it  is  made  to  appear.  That  they  are  fo  de- 
ftrudtive  in  their  Confequences,  and  fubverfive 
of  our  Moralsy  Li  her  ties  j  and  Commerce,  it  is 
but  of  httle  Confolation  to  know,  That  they 
wete  eftablifhed-  with  a  better  VieW;  as  we 
are  now  confidering  the  Things  themfelves^' 
with  their  natural  Confequences,  not  the  Cha- 
racters or  Defign  of  their  Authors  and  Pro- 
je<5tors. 

I  WILL  only  add  one  Refledlion  rrlbfi^W 
what  has  been  laid;  viz.  That  if  we  woUld 
ftill  keep  on  our  Trade  at  a  Foreign  Market, 
we  muft,  at  leaft,  be  upon  an  eguai  Footing 
with  other  Nations,  as  to  the  Good?2efs  and 
CheapJiefs  of  what  we  have  to  fell ;  otherwife 
we  cannot  expedt,  That  Foreigners  would  give 
Us  the  Preference  to  their  own  Lofs.  This 
then  being  the  State  of  the  Cafe,  it  neceflarily 
follows.  That  we  nfiuft '  always  have  an.  Eye 
upon  the  Praftice  and  Proceedings  of  our 
Rivaisi  and  take  our  Meafures  accordingly, 
as  fer  as  regards  this  mutual  Emulation,  if 
tbey  oontFive  Ways  and  Means  to  render  thei^ 
Martufa^ures  cheaper  or  better  than  they  di^ 
betbrc,  fo  as  to  outvie  Us  j  ive  muft  ftrive  to 

outvie 
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outvie  them  in  Chcappefs  a  '  ^'  xlncii,  or 
be  deprived  of  tluit  part  u.  ^  mrcc  by 
them:  If //jn'inviic  1      Signers  t-  inong 

thcnii,  in  order  t-  he  more  IJamU,  and 

to  keep  down  tin  f  Laboiu" ;  i^r  mull 

do  the  iiimc,  or  t  Cnnfcquencc  to  our- 

nies^^ii)  ^Broncli  oX  itadc,  y^hkh  interj^p 
with^ur  Tirade  \  w  inv^l  put  down  '»Mr  C^'-jix^ 
par\ies,  or  lofc  tLaf  Trajde :   If  (ht:  ..h 

fa<flurers  are  fober  ^  induilrious,  and  work 
for  low  Wages,  and  fcldom  become  a  Burden 
upon  their  Pariflies ;  ur  mull  endeavour  to 
put  ours  upon  the  fame  Footing,  or  be  content 
with  the  Poverty,  which  will  be  brought  up- 
on Us :  If  tbeir  Government  requires  little  or 
no  Duties  upon  Importation,  in  order  to  en- 
courage the  greater  Numbers  to  engage  in 
Trade,  and  that  all  Merchandize  may  come 
the  cheaper  to  the  Codfumer  -,  we  mull  imitate 
them  in  that  refpeift,  and  cliange  our  Cuilomt 
into  In-land  Duties,  or  adminiller  continual 
Temptation  to  tlic  Needy  and  Fraudulent  to 
turn  Smugglers,  and  fufler  ourlclves  to  fink 
lujder  thcic  Evils,  to«ther  with  the  Burden 
and  Weight  of  our  Cuftoms.  Thelc  are  the 
Alternatives  whicli  are  fet  before  Us  j  and  one 
would  think,  That  if  Mankind  were  not  greatly 
blinded  with  their  Prejudices,  and  biaflcd  by 
private  Interefts  and  finifter  Views,  they  neal 
not  be  long  in  deliberating  which  tochoofc— 
Not.  to  mention,  That  as  every  Country  in 

Eunfe 
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Eiirope  now  begins  to  underfland  the  Maxims 
.df  Trade,  and  apply  themfelves  to  Commerce, 
and  are  a(5lually  railing  aliSorts  of  Manufac- 
tures of  their  own,  and  have  laid  ?iewV)\ii\ts 
upon  ours  ■;— for  thefe  Reafons,  ^^  ought  to 
be  more  intent  than  fw/  to  contrive  all  Ways 
and  Means  poffible  to  lower  ih^  Price  of  every- 
thing we  export,  in  order  to  overbalajice  thefe 
additional  Duties  by  Dint  oiChcapnefs  of  La- 
bour/and  to  outvie  th^ic  mw  Uhc^s  by 'the 
Gdodhefs 'of otii:  Manufedhire?: '       ' "  "'- • '";-  . 

'•  }■    ..  '   :  \ ;::  •  :     ;     •,      ■  ■  .  //  wol-ac  i 

;']  lisfb   nOj|:. 


!  lynuTiT.  JnwnmavoO  xV- 
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jUI 


A  N 


An  essay  on   TRADE.  145 


A  N 


APPENDIX, 

Containing  ^^  Plan  for  raifing  One 
only  Tax  on  the  Confumers  of 
Luxuries. 


H  E  foregoing  Propofkls  were  en- 
deavoured to  be  dra\\*'n  up  in  fuch 
a  Manner  as  pointed  out,  how 
the  dcfircd  Alterations  in  our  Syf- 
tems  of  Commerce,  and  of  coU 
fcdling  the  Publick  Revenue,  might  be  brought 
about  as  gradually  as  pofliblc.  And  no  great- 
er Deviations  were  attempted  to  be  madd 
from  the  prcfcnt  State  of  thcfc  Aftairs,  than 
feemed  abfolutely  ncccflkry  ;  kft  too  pre- 
cipitate a  Shock  might  prejudice  Mankiod 
igainft  Con  virion.  I  did  not  therefore  pro- 
U  pofe 
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pofe  fome  of  the  above-mentioned  Alterations, 
as  what  appeared  to  me  the  isery  bejl,  which 
eould  be  devifed ;  but  the  beft  in  our  prefent 
Circumflanees,  and  the  likelieft  to  fucceed. 
For  1  am  convincedj  That  what  I  am  now 
going  to  offer,  is  in  itfelf  a  much  more  effec- 
tual Remedy,  if  our  Conftitution  is  ftrong 
enough  to  admit  the  Application  of  it. 

The  Scheme  is  generally  afcribed  to  the 
late  Sir  M.  D.  as  the  Author  of  it  j  and  is 
taken-  out  of  a  Quarto  Pamphlet,  which  weuld 
do  Hoaour  to  any  Man,  feveral  times  already 
quoted  j  viz.  An  EJJay  on  the  Caufes  and  De-^ 
dine  of  the  Foreign  Trade*  •    • 

B  u  T  as  I  ihall  take  the  Liberty  ta  ttmke 
fome  few  Alterations  from,  and  Additions 
to,  what  this  moft  ingenious  Author  hath 
advanced,  I  fhall  put  thofe  Articles  in  a  dif- 
ferent CharaSler,  that  they  may  be  diftin- 
guifhed  from  hisj  And  that  his  Original 
Plan  may  not  be  involved  in  any  Cenfure^ 
which  perhaps  is  only  due  to  my  Additions 
and  Alterations.'  'The  Reafons  which  in- 
duced me  to  believe  that  fome  few  things 
might  be  altered,  or  added  for  the  better^ 
fliall  be  laid  before  the  Reader  in  the  Seqneh 
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An  Extra<a  from  Page  44,  ftff.  of 
tlie  EJfay  on  the  Caufes  and  Dednig 
of  the  Foreign  Trade, 

Firfl  and  Second  Proposals 

TO  lay  one  Tax  on  the  Confumcrs  of 
Luxuries,  and  take  off  aJl  our  other 
Taxes,  Excifes,  and  Cuftoms :— —  And  whci^ 
that  is  done,  to  make  all  our  Ports  free. 

A  s  the  Money- Ailair  is  always  the  grand 
Objedt,  fomcthing,  by  Way  of  Equivalent; 
muft  be  given  for  the  Taxes  taken  oflf;  A^ 
iuch  the  follovring  Scheme  is  offcnxL 

A  Pr o pos  AL  for  raifing  one  only  Tax  oi^ 
tlie  Confumcrs  of  Luxuries,  It  is  hereby  pro-*' 
pofed.  That  all  Perfons  uHng,  wearing,  or 
drinking  the  following  Articles  of  Luxury,  ai 
particularly  fpccified,  be  obliged  to  take  out 
a  Licence  Yearly,  paying  each  one  Subfidy 
for  each  Article  ot  three  Half- pence  in  the 
Pound  only,  on  the  computed  Income  they 
ihould  have  to  fupport  the  Sution  of  Life  tliey 
voluntarily  place  tncmfclves  in,  by  the  Article 
of  Luxury  they  ufe,  wear,  or  drink,  as  by  the, 
Example  toUowing. 

U  2  .\RTIr 
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ARTICLES   ofLUXURY, 


Computed 
Income. 


Tax  at  3  \ 
Halfpence 
per  Pound. 


All  Perfons 

1 .  Keepingtwo  Coaches  and  Six  for  theli  V 
Ufe  —  —  —y 

2.  UfingDifhes  or  Plates  of  Silver  at  their  1 
Tables,  commonly  called  Services  of  ?• 
Plate  —  —3 

3 .  Keeping  a  Coach  and  Six  for  their  Ufe — 

4.  Keeping  a  Coach  and  Four  for  their  Ufe 

5.  Drinking  French  Urines  in  their  Hou-'\ 
fes  or  Lodgings  -^ J 

6.  Keeping  a  Coach  and  Two  for  their  ^ 

Ufe  — .     ■•     — i; 

JiS"  Chariots,  Four-Wheel  Chalfes,^c. 
are  included  in  the  Term  Coach, 


8000 

4000 

2000 
1000 

1000 
800 


50 

25 
12 

6 
6 

5 


fs  (be- 7 
»gs,  or> 


800 


7.  Wearing  Jewels  for  their  Drefs  (be 

fides  Necklaces,  Solitaires,  Ring 

Ear-Rings)  — 

3.  Keeping  a  Sedan  Chair  for  their  Ufe  ~~  800 
9.  Wearing  Gold   and   Silver,  Men  on  ^ 

their  Coats  and   Hats;  and  Women  r    500 

on  their  Gowns  and  Shoes         —      3 
I  o:  Ufing  Silver  Plate  for  their  Side-  \ 

Boards  orTables  (not  having  Services)  r    ^^° 
II.  Ufing  China  Services,  viz.  Difhesl) 


Jewels  for  their  Dl'efs  (bcfides  Rings  f    ^^° 


\ 


and  Plates  at  their  Tables 
12.  Wearing  Necklaces  or  Solitaires  of 
ewels  for  the 

or  Ear-Rings) 
I  3.  Keeping  a  Chair  or  Chaifewith  one^ 

Horfc  for  their  Ufe         ■ '' 

1 4.  Keeping  a  Pack  of  Hounds 

15.  Keeping  a  Man^  or  Men- Servants  in 
Liviry,  or  to  a'ait  atTahIg 

1 6.  Keeping  mote  Saddle-Horfes  than  onem 


250 


> 


250 

250 
250 
250 


ic 

5 
5 


I 


1 1 
II 
( I 

1 1 

"1 3 

'»  3 

'»!  3 
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ARTICI.ES   of  LUXURY. 


Compated 
Income. 


«r  any  9tb*r  1 


L' 


Tax  »t  3 
HalfbfaKc 


lOO 


too 


IOC 


loo 


lOO 


AH  Perfons 

1 7.  Drinking  Ptrt  Wine  in  their  Houfc,' 
I^d{;ing  or  Service. —  7  bavt  inferudd 
iha  JVord  Port  f^r  R/afoni  htrtafttr  jV    1 00 
and  all  other  iy\nt%y  txct^t  French,  ar 
htrt  included         — —  — 

18.  Keeping  Greyhounds y  Setters ^  Netty 
FotiMing-PieceSy  &c. 

19.  U/tng  China  Plates  for  Deferts  onhfy'^ 
■  (having  no  Services  of  China)  —  S 
to.  Wearing  Gold  or  Silver    for  their  ^ 

Drefs  (except  on  Coats,  Gowns,  H;its,  v 

or  Shoes  —  —  —  3 

2 1 .  Wearing  Jewels  in  Rings,or  £ar-Ring$ 
iz.  Going   to   Plays f  Operas y   ConcertSy 

Balls ^   Mafqueradesy    Ridottos 

RoofffSf  Publick  Gardens 

23.  Going  to  Bear  and  Bull-  BaitingSy-x 
Prixe-fghtingSy  Boxing-matches^Cock'  C 

fghtingSy  and  Horfe-races     —     —     3 

24.  Ufing  no  Silver  Plate  but  Spoons 

25.  Drinking  Brandy,  Rum,  oranySpi-i 
rits,  in  Huufc,  Lodging,  or  Service— J 

26.  f rearing  Silk  or  Silk  Stuffs  in  jfp-^ 
parel  —  —  — T 

17.  Having  PiHureSy  Paintings  gr Prints  7 
in  Houfe  or  Lodging  —        -^  J 

28.  Having  more  than  one  Looking-gla/sl 
in  ditto  —         —5 

29.  DrinkingTea,CofFce,  or  Chocolate,! 
in  Houfe,  Lodging,  or  Service       — J 

30.  U^ng  China  Tea  -  Dijbesy  Cupsy  or  I 
Saucers  —  —  —  * 

$t.  Playing  at  Cardsy  Dicey  oranyother^ 
Gafney  which  is  not  ufed  fs 
bodily  'Exertif*        — 


L'  '■  ^- 


IS 

12 
IS 

12 
12 
12 


6 

6 
6 
6> 
6 
3  3f 

?* 
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This  is  the  general  Scheme  of  the  Au-r 
thor :  And  I  have  ventured  to  make  fuch  Ad- 
ditions to  it,  as,  I  hope,  are  conliftent  with 
his  good  Defign.  I  (hall  therefore  make  no 
Apology  for  each  particular  Alteration ;  And 
only  obferve  with  refped:  to  the  5th  and  the 
17th  Articles,  i.  e.  The  Diftind:ion  between 
drinking  Frcjich  Wines,  and  other  Wine^ 
(which  are  the  principal  Alterations)  that  they 
both  feem  to  me  to  be  highly  neceflary.  The 
Author  indeed  makes  no  Difference  through- 
out the  Treatife  between  promoting  the  Con- 
fumption  of  French  Wine  or  Port  Wine,  as  if 
it  was  the  fame  to  the  Commerce  of  this 
Kingdom  :  But,  though  I  acknowledge  with 
Pleafure  the  Inftru<5i:ion  I  have  received  in 
other  Parts  of  the  Science  of  Commerce,  I 
cannot  follow  him  in  this  j  and  muft  flill  ftick 
to  the  Maxims  of  all  the  former  Writers  on 
Trade,  till  I  can  fee  more  Reafon  to  alter  my 
Opinion.  If  French  Clarets^  Burgundy,  and 
Champagne^  were  as  cheap  as  Port,  few  Men 
would  hefitate  long  which  to  chogfe.  The 
Britijh  Merchant^  I  think,  has  fatisfadorily 
proved,  That  were  we  to  abolifh  all  Duties 
on  French  Goods,  and  they  to  do  the  fame 
on  Englijh  (as  was  partly  the  Scheme  of  the 
Miniftry  during  the  four  laft  Years  of  Queen 
Ann)  the  Confequence  would  be,  at  leaft,  for 
a  great  many  Years,  That  England  would  be 
over-run  with  French   Silks,   Laces,  Wines, 

Brandies, 
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Brandies,  Cloths,  SufFs,  Ribbands,  Fans,  Toys, 
^c.  And  the  French  would  take  very  little 
or  nothing  in  Return,  fnore  than  at  preienc. 
The  Experiment  therefore  which  he  propofe^ 
feems  to  me  too  hazardous;  the  bod  Effe^ 
of  it  would  be  violent  and  inAantancous,  an4 
the  good  ones  very  flow  and  gradual ;  fo  that 
the  Patient  would  be  in  Danger  of  expiring, 
as  is  often  the  Cafe,  before  the  Medicine  can 
operate. 

Besides,  Were  wc  to  gjve  fuch  EncoiH 
ragement  to  tlte  French  Wiaes»  as  is  bens 
fuppofed,  what  would  become  erf"  our  P^r-s 
tugal  Trade  ?  which,^  as  to  the  Balance  <ai 
it,  is  worth  two  Thirds  of  all  the  reft  Tht 
Court  of  Portugal  would  lay  an  higli  Duti^ 
and  perhaps  a  Prohibition,  upon  all  Britijh 
Commodities,  the  Moment  they  found  we 
did  not  give  due  Encouragement  to  theirs: 
Which  indeed  by  Publick  Treaty  we  are 
bound  to  do.  And  the  French  have  alwayi 
viewed  this  gainful  Trade  with  a  longing  Eye  j 
and  would  be  glad  to  pot  in  for  it^  u  they 
found  any  Opening. 

Bu  T  to  return ;  As  to  the  Scliemc  in  gCr 
neral,  it  is  certainly  very  good.  Perhaps  thf 
Valuation  of  the  Incotnc  fuppofed  necclVdry 
for  fome  few  of  the  principal  Articles  is  frt 
too  high ;  being,  I  prefume,  calculated  for 
ihc  l^lcridian  of  Lovdon^   and   the  adjacent 

Couo- 
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Counties :  Whereas  the  Calculation  fhould 
have  been  made  more  upon  a  Medium  with 
the  more  diftant  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  where 
things  are  much  cheaper.  But  this  is  a  Trifle; 
and  might  eafily  be  redlified.  It  is  fufficient, 
that  the  Scheme  is  good  in  itfelf,  and  is  Ml 
capable  of  great  Improvements, 

The  Author  in  the  next  Place  gives  a 
general  Rule,  "  That  all  Articles  of  the  fame 
*'  Degree,  or  under  the  Article  paid  for,  are 
"  included  in  it.'*  i.  e.  If  I  underftand  him 
rightly,  The  greater  includes  the  lefs.  For 
Inftance,  If  a  Perfon  pays  for  a  Coach  and 
Six,  he  is  thereby  entitled  to  ufe  a  Coach  and 
Four,  a  Chariot,  a  one  Horfe-^Chaife,  or  any 
other  Vehicle  he  pleafes.  If  he  enters  a  whole 
Service  of  Plate,  he  may  ufe  Side-Boards,  and 
all  other  Plate  befides.  If  he  takes  out  a  Li- 
cence for  drinking  French  Wines,  the  fame 
will  ferve  for  Port,  Spahip^  or  any  other,  for 
Rum  and  Brandy  3  and  fo  on. 

In  DEED  as  to  playing  at  Cards,  &c.  I  can- 
hot  allow  this  to  be  comprehended  under  xh6 
Article  of  going  to  fee  Publick  Diverfions, 
not  becaufe  in  the  one  Cafe,  Perfons  are  ra- 
ther SpeBators  than  ABors,  but  alfo  becaufe 
Gaming  of  e^ery  kind  ought  to  be  difcounte^ 
Tianced  as  much  as  poflible, 

f  AD» 
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I  ADD  alfo,  what  I  conceive  the  Author 
has  omitted,  That  the  bighijl  Article  which 
any  Man  enters,  gives  the  Lead  to  all  the  reft; 
fo  that  he  is  to  pay  for  each  of  the  fuccccding 
the  dune  which  he  pays  for  the  firft.  If  a 
Pcrlbn  enters  a  Coach  and  Six,  and  pays  Tioehe 
Pounds  Ten  Sbi/Iings,  according  to  the  Rates 
in  the  Table,  he  is  to  pay  the  fame  Sum  for 
every  other  Article  he  enters.  And  there  are 
the  following  weighty  Reafons  for  it :  Firfl, 
That  by  fo  doing,  this  Scheme  becomes  the 
moft  excellent  fumptuary  Law,  that  ever  was 
devifcd :  And  fecondly,  That  it  is  juft  and 
realbnable  each  Perlon  fhould  pay  in  Propor- 
tion to  what  he  Ufes  of  any  Commodity : 
Now  the  moft  probable  Grounds  we  can  go 
upon  (for  the  Affair  will  not  admit  of  Cer- 
tainty and  Demonftraiion)  is.  That  Perfons  in 
general  live  in  Proportion  to  the  Figure  they 
make.  A  Perfon,  who  keeps  a  Coach  and 
Six,  is  fuppofed  to  have  more  Wine  drank  in 
his  Family  than  one  who  keeps  only  a  finglc 
Chariot,  and  to  ufe  a  greater  Quantity  in  Pro- 
portion of  every  other  Article,  which  he  en- 
ters i  and  therefore  in  all  Rcafon  and  Juftlcc, 
he  Ihould  pay  the  more. 

The    next    Article   that   he    propofcs  is, 

"  That  Hulbands  ftiould  pay  for  their  Wiycs 

"  the  one  Fourth  of  the  Article  they  pay  for 

**  thcmfclvcs,   to  entitle   them    to   Ufe  the 

X  **  fame; 
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"  fame  j  and  that  the  Parents  {hould  pay  for 
"  each  Child  under  Age  the  one  Eighth  of  the 
"  Article  they  pay  for  themfelves,  to  entitle 
"  them  to  ufe  the  fame."  Here  again  I  am 
forry  I  find  myfelf  obliged  to  differ  from  the 
worthy  Author. .  If  the  Hulband  is  taxed  for 
his  Wife,  and  Parents  for  their  Children  in 
Proportion  to  their  Numbers ;  this  would  be 
making  too  near  Approaches  to  the  Fault  the 
Author  had  himfelr  fo  juftly  condemned  in  our 
preient  Syftem.  Befides,  when  a  Man  has  a 
Family,  he  is  necefErily  obliged  to  enter  more 
Articles  than  he  would  do,  were  he  fingle. 
And  it  would  be  a  great  and  difcouraging  Hard- 
fhip  for  the  Heads  of  Families  to  pay  thele 
Articles,  or  any  Part  of  them,  over  again,  on 
the  Account  of  their  Wives  and  Children. 
Moreover,  I  do  not  fee  how  we  could  rightly 
diftinguiih  which  Articles  belonged  to  the  Hiit 
band,  which  to  the  Wife,  and  which  to  the 
Children.  It  therefore  feems  to  me  a  more 
equitable  way.  That  the  Hufband  or  Parent 
be  refponfible  for  the  whole  Family,  and  be 
confidered,  as  if  he  entered  all  the  Articles  of 
his  fingle  Self.  If  the  Family  are  extravagant, 
*'^na  will  ufe  more  Articles  of  Luxury  than  his 
Circumftances  will  afford,  it  is  his  Bufinefs  to 
reftrain  them :  And  the  prefent  Plan  makes 
it  his  immediate  Intereft,  as  well  as  Duty  fo 
to  do. 

•    -  <  The 
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The  Author  then  propofcs,  "  That  Batche- 
"  lors  fhould  be  doubly  taxed,  if  of  Twenty 
"  One  Years  of  Age/*  —  This,  with  Submif- 
fion,  is  too  foon.  Suppofe  rather.  That  they 
paid  a  fingle  Tax  for  each  Article,  till  they 
arrived  at  Twenty  Five  Years ;  and  then  were 
trebly  taxed,  till  they  married ;  and  that  Wi- 
dowers likewife  without  Children,  if  upwards 
of  Thirty ,  and  under  Forty  Five,  were  JcuS/j 
taxed. 

The  Author  then  recommends.  That  all 
Perfons,  fuch  as  he  there  reckons  up,  who 
get  their  Living  by  the  Luxuries  and  Extra- 
vagance of  others,  (hould  be  obliged  to  pay 
for  every  Article  they  enter,  as  if  they  had  an 
Income  of  Five  Hundred  Pounds  a  Year.— — • 
But  here  I  think  there  is  not  a  fufficient  D'lC- 
tindlion  made  between  the  different  Clafles  of 
thefe  People;  feeing  that,  according  to  him, 
all  muft  pay  alike,  from  the  meaneft  Ale-houfe 
to  the  ereateft  Tavern ;  which  furely  is  a  very 
unequal  way  of  Taxing,  and  not  at  all  agree- 
able to  his  own  juil  Maxims.  Suppofe  there- 
fore, inftead  of  fixing  upon  any  particular 
Sum,  That  each  of  thefe  Perfons  (hould  tax 
himfelf,  by  his  Way  of  Living,  according  as 
others  do,  but  only  much  higher,  viz.  That 
all  keepers  of  Taverns,  Cofrcc-houfcs,  Long- 
Rooms,  Publick  Gardens,  Ale-houfes,  &c. 
And  that  all  Plavers,  Shcvv-men,  &c,  (hould 
'       X  2  be 
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be  trebly  taxed,  as  long  as  they  continue  in  fuch 
ProfefTions ;  —  and  that  even  this  {hould  be 
doubled  on  all  thofe,  who  retail  French  Wines 
or  Brandies. 

But  undoubtedly  the  Way  and  Manner  of- 
levying  fuch  a  Tax,  is  the  Point  which  me- 
rits moll  the  Attention  of  the  Publick.  And 
on  this  Head,  the  worthy  Author  has  given 
great  Specimens  of  an  uncommon  Sagacity  and 
Penetration.  I  fhall  not  flay  to  repeat  all  his 
Rules  and  Pired:ions,  but  refer  thofe  who  are 
difpofed,  to  the  Treatife  itfelf.  But  there  is 
one  Point,  which  particularly  deferves  to  be 
mentioned  for  its  Singularity  and  Contrivance, 
and  as  it  is  the  Mailer  Key  to  all  the  reft: 
And  that  is,  the  Method  which  he  has  taken 
to  make  each  Perlbn  immediately  interefted  in 
deteding  the  Frauds  and  Impolitions  of  his 
Neighbours.  He  obferves  in  the  firft  Place, . 
That  as  the  whole  Scheme  is  a  Tax  upon 
Vanity^  the  very  Nature  of  this  Pallion  betrays 
itfelf,  and  will  not  be  concealed :  Confequent- 
]y,  there  can  be  little  Room  for  defrauding  the 
Revenue  in  fuch  a  Cafe.  ■ —  But  fuppofe  a  few 
Frauds  Ihould  be  attempted  in  fome  particular 
CirQumftances  i  then  the  following  Method, 
Y^hich  he  propofes,  is  the  moft  effediual  Way 
of  detcdling  them,  w^;.  Let  each  Perfon  for 
the  firft  Year  voluntarily  tax  him felf  according 
to  tlie  Station  of  Life  he  choofes  to  appear  in  j 
and  let  him  take  out  a  Licence  of  the  proper 

Officer 
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Officer  in  each  Diftridl,  fpccifying  the  fcvcral 
Articles  he  enters :  Let  a  Parilh  Rcgiftcr  be 
kept  of  all  the  Money  (o  raifed  in  the  Year 
within  that  Parifh  ;  and  let  the  Tax  (o  colle^- 
ed,  be  a  Standard  for  laying  on  the  Parifh 
Rates  of  Church,  Poor,  Lamps,  Scavengers, 
and  all  other  Parochial  or  County  Payments 
for  the  enfuing  Year.  The  Confcquencc  will 
bfc,  That  thofe  who  pay  moft,  will  naturally 
detedl  fuch  of  their  Neighbours  as  ulc  any  of 
the  Articles  above-mentioned  without  entering 
them  ;  becaufe  in  fo  doing,  they  caufc  this  lat- 
ter Burden  of  Taxes  to  light  the  eafier  upon 
themfclvcs,  and  oblige  their  Neighbours  to 
contribute  their  Quota  widi  them.  And  as 
the  Author  propofes.  That  the  fufpeded  Per- 
fon  (hould  be  chaged  with  the  Onus  Probafidi, 
or  Juftification  of  himfelf,  this  would  ftill 
facilitate  the  Scheme.  And  the  Idea  of  an 
Informer  would  be  very  far  from  being  confi- 
dered  in  that  contemptible  and  deteftable  Light 
it  is  at  prefcnt,  when  the  bcft,  the  greateft,  and 
thofe  who  make  the  moft  fplendid  Figure  in 
each  Parifli,   would  be  of  the  Number. 

This  Tax  is  propofed  by  the  Author  to 
be  laid  on  the  firft  Year  without  taking  off 
any  other,  in  order  to  have  a  Fund  aforehand, 
and  to  pay  our  National  Debt  the  faftcr,  and 
ahb  to  fee  what  it  would  amount  to.  Then 
he  propofes,  That  all  other  Taxes  (hould  be 

aboiiibcd 
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aboliflied  Year  by  Year,  as  this  increafes,  and 
is  found  adequate  to  fupply  their  Places. 

I  WILL  therefore  fingle  out  a  Gentleman  of 
'Two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Pounds  Income  by  the 
Year,  with  a  Wife  and  four  Children  :  And  I 
will  fuppofe  that  he  enters  every  Article  he 
well  can;  and  compare  that  Tax  with  the 
prefent,  in  order  to  lee  what  Advantages  may 
be  reaped  by  it. 


A  Gentleman  of  250  /.  per  Annum ^ 
fomething  profufely,  enters. 


I 
^1 


1.  A  Service  of  China,  which  in- 
cludes all  other  Articles  of 
China         — -■ —         

2.  A  Side-Board  of  Plate;  all  o- 
ther  Plate  (except  Services)  in 

-    eluded         — — 

3.  Jewels,  mz.  Necklaces  andl 
Solitaires ;  Rings  and  Ear-Rings  > 
included         j 

4.  A  two  wheeled  Chaife         — 

5.  A  Pack  of  Hounds ;  Grey-"j 
hounds.  Guns,  Nets,  ^c.  in-  K 
eluded         —  ■       3 

6.  Men-Servants  in  Livery,  or  to 
wait  at  Table  — — 

7.  Saddle  Horfes  

'8.    Fort^  and  all  Wines  (except") 


} 


French)    Rum, 
Spirits  included 


Brandy, 


and  > 


living 
.     d. 

3 


Carried  over  —    1 2 


o     o 
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/.     s.  d. 

Brought  over  —   1210  o 

9.  Gold  and  Silver  in  Drds  (ex-T[ 
cept   on  Coats,    Hats,    Shoes,  ^ 

and  Gowns)    Sitk,    and    Silk-^    '    '*  3 
Stuffs  included          —         ^ 

10.  Going   to  Plavsj  all   otherl 
Diverfions  incliiaed       —         j        ^  3 

11.  Pi(fhires,  Prints,  Gfr.       —         i    ii  3 

12.  Tfca,  Coffee,  and  Chocolate         in  3 

13.  Looking  Glades          ■                  ill  3 

14.  Flaying  at  Cards        —        in  3 

Total,    which    tWs  'Gentleman! 

would  pay  for  his  Annual  Li-  >  2 1    17  6 


cence 


Dedudt  three  Pence  in  the  Pound  1 

Expences  in  collecting,  which  V     o     5     6 
is  about         ■      J 

Remains  clear  to  the  Govern mcrtt     21    12     o 

Whereas  a  Gentleman  of  the  lame  In- 
come, let  him  be  as  frugal  as  he  welPcin, 
pays  at  preicnt  for  himfclf,  his  Wife,  ChiWrcn, 
and  Family,  in  Duties,  Cuftoms,  and  Excifes 
to  the  King,  and  Perquifites  to  Officers  of  the 
Cuftoms,  with  all  their  Tratn  *of  enhancing 
Confcqtrcnces, almpft double  the  former;  iho' 
the  neat  Produce,  which  comes  clear  to  the 
Government  is  full  one  third  Icfs,  by  the  fol- 
lowuig  Eftimation. 

I.  The 
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/.    s, 
I.   The    Gentleman   Is  chargedx 
with  the  King's  Duty,  Cuftoms 
and  Excife,   for  all    the   Salt, 
Soap,   Leather,  Candles,    (and 
perhaps  Coal)  all  the  Malt  and 
Hops  (and  perhaps  Ale,  Beer, 
Cyder  and  Perry)  all  the  Wine, 
Brandy,  Rum,  and  Spirits;  the 
Sugar,   Raifins,  Currants,    Le->2o 
mons.  Oranges,  Tobacco ;  the  ( 
Tea,   Coffee,    and   Chocolate, 
and  other  Articles  ufed  and  con- 
fumed  by  himfelf  and  Family  : 
Which,    if  he  is  very  faving, 
perhaps    may   amount   to    no 
more  than  about 


d. 


2.  He  is  charged  with  the />r/-' 
mary  kind  of  Advances  on  each 
of  thefe  Articles,  /.  e.  The  Ad- 
vances which  the  Perfon  who 
lirft  pays  the  Duty,  makes  on^io  o  o 
the  next  Buyer,  and  he  on  the 
next,  till  it  comes  to  the  Con- 
fumer,  who  muft  pay  for  all  : 
Which   at  leafl  muft  amount 


Carried  over  —  36     o     o 


3>Hb. 
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/.  s.  J. 
Brought  over —  36  o  o 
3.  ♦  He  is  charged  with  all 
fecondary  kind  of  Advances, 
/.  c.  The  rccifrocal  Advances 
of  the  Price  of  Labour,  Provi- 
llons,  and  all  Conimodities,  ^10 
which  Tradefmen,  Landlords, 
and  all  People  concerned,  make 
upon  one  another.— This  mufl 
at  leaft  amount  to  as  much  more^ 


Total  paid  at  prcfent,   even  with  | 

good  Oeconomy       —         J^°     ^     ^ 

But 

*  The  Nature  of  primary  and  fecondary  Advances 
may  be  bcft  explained  by  an  lUuftration  of  both  in  the 
fame  Trade.  Suppofc  A.  by  Trade  a  Shoemaker :  He 
buys  his  Leather  of  the  Tanner  and  Currier,  and  pays 
to  ihjra  the  King's  Duty,  with  their  Advances  upon  it ; 
He  charges  this  Duty,  with  the  Addition  of  their  Ad- 
vances, and  a  ntw  one  of  his  own,  upon  the  Shoes  he 
fells.  This  is  the  Nature  of  all  primary  Advances,  be 
they  multiplied  ever  fo  often.  The  intcrcli  ot  the  Mo- 
ney, fo  paid  and  ufcd  in  Trade,  as  Matters  now  (land, 
make  it  neceflary,  that  they  fhould  be. 

But  this  is  not  all:  for  J.  finds  that  B.  C.  D.  E  F. 
G.  &c.  That  IS,  The  Butchers,  Brewers,  Bakers,  Far- 
mers, Chccrcmongcrs,  Chandlers,  Grocers,  Clothiers, 
Taylors,  and  in  fhort,  all  the  Tradefmen  whom  he  deals 
with,  do  likcwifc  charge  him  with  their  rtfpe/?ive  Ad- 
vances. I'herefore,  as  he  has  no  Refourcc  but  what 
his  ( )ccupation  brings  in,  he  charges  his  Shoes,  as  it  were 
again,  with  3^  fecondary  Advance,  in  order  to  anfwer  theic 
Dcntands.  'J'hus  the  Affair  goes  round,  they  charging 
liim,  and  he  them  j  till  the  Original  Pficc  of  each  one's 
Y  Commo* 
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'  /.     s.     I 

But  tho*  the  Gentleman  con- 
cerned pays  40/.  per  Annum 
for  the  Duties  and  their  Con- 
fequences ,  yet  the  Original 
Duty  to  the  King  was  no  more 


than 


Deducfl  therefore  one  third  at  leafl  I    /• 

for  colledlinir  - — *  S  i     t 


Remains  clear  to  the  Government     13     6     8 

I  H  A  V  E  here  allowed  one  third  for  colledt- 
irtg :  and  whoever  confiders  the  vaft  Expence 
which  the  Government  is  at,  efpecially  in  the 
Salt  and  Cuftoms,  will  be  apt  to  conclude,  that 
I  have  not  allowed  enough.  As  there  is  a 
Draw-back  upon  all  Salt  exported,  and  Salt  for 
the  Ul'e  of  the  Fifheries ;  therefore  it  is  necef- 
fiiry  to  have  Salt  Officers  in  all  the  Ports  and 
Creeks  of  the  Kingdom,  to  prevent  Frauds  and 
Impofitions  upon  this  Account.  An  amazing 
Expence,  which  this  amounts  to.  And  as  to 
the  Cuftoms;  there  is  not  one  Port  in  ten 
;  (except 

Commodities  is  increaf(;d  to  tl  prodigious  imaginary  Value. 
It  is  therefore  no  longer  to  be  wondered  at,  That  a  Pair 
of  Shoes,  which  doth  not  pay  four  Pence  Duty  to  the 
King,  is  yet  enhanced  a  Shilinigy  or  more  in  the  Price, 
fince  the  Duty  laid  ujwn  Leather,  and  other  the  like  Ne- 
ceflaries  of  Life. — VVhereas  no  fuch  thing  can  happen 
according  to  the  Nature  of  the  Scheme  here  recommend- 
ed :  All  Neccllaries  of  Life,  being  Duty-free,  and  with- 
out Advances  of  any  kiud. 
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(cx'ccpt  t tic  Ports  of  Lcndotf^  Drijkl,  LherpoJ^ 
Southampton^  Hull^  Newcaftky  Lynn^  Leith^  and 
Glafcou')  which  enter  Merchandize  enough 
to  defray  the  Expcnces  of  their  own  Officers. 
— What  a  Difference  h  tliis,  in  compiirifon  to 
the  Scheme  propofed  !  In  that,  as  It  is  propof-r 
ed,  that  each  Perfon  Ihall  be  obliged  to  come 
and  enter,  and  pay  the  Money  without  any 
farther  Expence,  three  Pence  in  the  Pound 
would  be  full  fufficient  fir  the  Salary  of  the 
Receiver  and  his  Clerk :  In  this,,  Six  Sbillingi. 
and  Eight  Pence  will  fcarccly  fatisfy  for .  the 
collccfling  of  Twenty  Shillings^  even, by  com- 
puting all  upon  an  Average.  So  that  though 
the  Subject,  with  all  1  lis  Oeconomy,  pays  an-» 
nually  Forty  Pounds,  the  King  receives  .but 
one  third  of  it,  viz,  Tfjirtecn  Pcunds  Six  Shil- 
lings and  Eight  Pence :  Whereas  in  the  otlier. 
Cafe,  the  Subjed:  would  pay  but  Twenty  One 
Pound  Seventeen  Shillings  and  Si^x.  Pence^  tho', 
he  appeared  in  a  much  gayer  Scejic  ot  Lifci 
And  yet  the  Government  would  receive,  clear 
of  all  Charges,  Twenty  One  Poimd  ' 
Shillings^  which  is  upwards  of  one  tliinl  inou. 
What  then  would  it  have  been,  h;id  thcv  hofb 
Hvpd  in  the  faaic  Degree  of  ii 
fujenffs, 

S  u  c  H  a  Scheme  therefore  as  licrc  propofed, 

one  wojuld   think,   (hould  rccommoid  itfclf, 

For   all    Perfons   in  the  Natiop  would  fi*  1 

thei^  .j^qcj>unt  in  it  in  the  long  run,  if  they 

Y   2  ^ouli4 
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could  have  the  Patience  to  look  forward,  and 
were  not  fo  contracted  in  their  Views,  as  to  be 
chained  down  to  the  prefent  Advantage  of  pri- 
vate Intcreft. But  what  has  been  already 

mentioned,  is  only  one  Good  Confequence,  out 
of  a  multitude  of  others  which  would  attend 
it.  For  as  it  would  render  all  things  cheaper, 
it  would  neceflarily  increafe  our  Foreign  Trade, 
enrich  our  Country,  employ  our  Poor,  increafe 
the  Stock  of  Inhabitants,  raife  the  real  Value 
of  all  our  Lands  and  Commodities,  and  de- 
prefs  the  prefent  imaginary  and  faBitious  one  : 
As  there  would  be  no  Duty  upon  Importa- 
tion, it  would  invite  more  Perfbns  to  engage 
in  Trade ;  and  prevent  the  very  Poflibility  of 
Smuggling :  As  all  Ports  would  be  open,  every 
Part  of  the  Kingdom  would  have  a  fair  and 
equal  Chance ;  and  the  Sun-ihine  of  Com- 
merce and  Plenty  would  be  difFufed  equally 
throughout:  Above  all,  It  \vould  be  attended 
with  two  excellent  Confequences,  which  de- 
ferve  to  be  more  particularly  noted,  as  we  have 
little  of  the  Kind  now  exifling.  For  y?r/?,  It 
would  be  a  moft  excellent  fumptuary  Lavy,  to 
give  a  Check  to  the  Luxury  iand  Extra vag;ance.' 
of  the  Age.  The  higheji  Article  which  a  Man 
enters  giving  the  Lead  to  all  the  reft,  would 
make  it  his  immediate  Intereft,  to  go  as  Low 
as  poflible  :  So  that  he  would  find  himfelf  un- 
der a  continual  Monitor  to' forego  his  Plekfures^ 
till  he  could  better  afford  to  pay  for  them.' 
His  afpirifig  Vanity  would  be  checked  by  the 
^^  i  f.  ,ri^  ^^;r..'^.;i  ni  j.  fi    ' '-*t:onfidera- 
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Confidcration,  That  he  is  to  pay  the  :  ;• 

cverj'  other  faa-'-'-,'*'^'^  Article' ia  Conlcv^w^.,^c 
of  the  firft.     .  ;.,  It  would  be  a  'lav, 

which  no  Man  could  complain  of^  as  it  would 
he  his  own  voluntary  Ait  and  Deed,'  to  ratq 
himfelf  in  this  or  that  Clafs,  and  to  appear 
cither  in  an  higher  or  a  Ipwer  Station  of  Life. 

But  alas!  after  all,  wlut  can  we  cxp&St 
from  fuch  a  World  as  diis  ?— — The  Schcn^Q 
before  Us  is  of  too  enlargfd  and  nohU  s^ 
Nature,  to  be  rightly  comprehended  and  truly 
relirtied  by  narrcii}  and  central ed  Minds, 
It  claflies  with  the  prtfent  Intereil  of  too 
many  Perfons,  to  be  likely  to  fucceed.  Arid 
I  am  afraid,  I  inay  apply  to  this  Author,  tKci 
Words  I  heard  in  a  Caie  not  very  di/^enf 
from  it :  Sir,  This  is  all  right ;  But  it  wtU 
never  do :         It  is  too  honest. 

However,  there  is  a  Satisfaction  in  offer- 
ing things  right  and  hone/l  to  Publick  Confi- 
dcration, whether  they  arc  accepted,  or  not. 
It  is  a  laudable  PaiTion  to  be  willing  to  do 
the  moft  extenfroe  Good.  And  there  are  not 
many  Men,  though  ri^^nv  UJay  bf  honcil  and 
upright  in  their  jS-ivate' Capacity/  who  think 
themlelves  concerned  to  be  adtivc  and  inde- 
fatigable in  promoting  the  Welfare  of  the 
Community.  The  cSfc  with  tlic  Sclfilh  and 
Dcfigning  is  quite  the  reverie  :  They  are  ever 
vigilant    and    induftrious    in  defeating  every 

Mcafurc, 
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Meafure,  which  is  not  calculated  for  their 
own  private  Advantage,  to  the  Detriment  of 
others.  Their  Craft  is  endangered  by  fuch  a 
Syftem :  And  therefore  they  always  cry  it 
down,  and. are  zealous  in  oppofing  it. 

T  H  u  s  it  is.  That  in  moft  Contefts,  where 
the  Publick  Good  is  concerned,  a  few  kna- 
vifh  and  difhoneft  Perfons  are  an  Over-match 
by  their  Zeal  ^r^d  A<5tiyity  for  greater  Num- 
bers, who  are  more  negligeni  and  indifferent. 
Every  generous  arid  difintereftpd  Propofal  na- 
turally alarms  all  thqfe,  who  prey  upon  the 

Publick, —But  let  the  Event  be  what  it 

will,  an  honeft  Man,  who  doth  his  Duty, 
enjoys  that  Satisfaction  wliich.they  are  Stran-f 
gers  to,  .'   ^-,', 
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